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} He ſabj ed is the ſinfulneſſe of i i Ml 27 
3 E71, miſchievous <1 ihe colof offi.” thid. 


p. 1: hat hdebaſedrhe foute:” \ ibid: 
br I. In anin ant, 
24 je thu » Toeally." a, ©2 
| 3 Eternally. 
F 1 robs the ſoule ofthe image © oP 4 
4; It robs a man of God hi 44K - +>. 
5. 1t was the fooſt founder ATT * 
The efſence of ſin is the cauſt of all veſe evils. ibid. 
b. | Sim that cot wins all the evils inthe world. 
t, Is.[t wake ruſe of ſorrows; and diſeaſes,  anil all 
\ evils. -" tbid. 


2: Theres ſome peculiar miſchief in fin net found” 
 inother evils, indivers inſtances. 8 


> What frapſcen ie of evill in the eſſence 
A 3, of; 
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C; fin, that makes it above all other will. 
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s lawts and ordinances. 


n To his favourites; | c II 
. Tohis imagein mans owne breaſt 


Sinfolue "x Gai [fromthe re pero Jon ſ affering; 


ring 6 
The leaſt ſin virtually more or Fefſe 70 containe; all fin in 
the n dw 1t, proved. _ 


Emery ſon mnclines our nature more to ſin. 


all ther evils in it, bat alſo ak 


Sip contaimes | 
of its owne kind. ibid, 
Sinne a perfedt evill, ibid. 


Reaſons why ſin is the chififte evill. 
9 hs 7 is fumply to be avoided for it 
elfe,” ©. 
2. oth there can be wo worſe puniſbment\,; 4 
 thanitſelfe _ 
3+ Becauſe it cannot have a worſe epithere gi- 
venit than it (elfe. 
LIſc. Wohder at the 4 ug natare of ſen. I5 
E x amine out. owne eſtates. ibid. 
Queſt. When 4 mans ſins may be ſaid to be his own? 
Anfw..1. Then he commits ſin out of his owne_.\ 
2. Thenhe hates it not, but loves tt. 
\'3 Then he nouriſheth it ,& cheriſheth it. 
. Then he provides for it. 
wo Thep be vert inſin. 


us ConTawTs. 


ſe 2. C \ the out b 
Ute 2. Ec. oe puniſhment of | ſon is YE, 


It containes pale prey i. 
What the damned ſpeake of ſinne in hell. ibid. 


e 2. Onely Teſws Chriff can c 
_ ' Chribs ightmnjui bonne parſe 


Come ts God through ring. and tahe Frets - 


be owr Lagd 
—_ and Chriſt cannot her, ber. ibid 
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Was thas then which is good maite death unto mee ? 
d forbid. But ſinne, that it might appeare fin, 
working death in meeby that which s goed : that 


ſinne'by the commandement might become exet- 
Nee Boful, 5 "NV pic 
EE-finde our Apoſtle in the 
9. verſe to have been alive, 
but ſtruck upon the ſudden 
SY acad, by an apparition pre- 
d ſcntedrohim in theglaſle of 
the law, of the finfulyeſſe of 
 finne.” Sinrevived, ſayes the 
57197 © - 'g9.verle, appeared 10 be ſinne, 
ſayes the 13.verſc,lookes bur like it ſelfe, above} 
meaſure =_ : and hee falls downe dead atthe 
very ſight of it:7 ghed;ſayes he in the g.it m__ 
" B at 


AY: 


p” might livets God, Gal. 2.19-.and her® 
; ec elikewiſe ſpeakes of Gods worke upon him at 


— 


death in me, ſayes the 13. that Is, T_- apprehen- 
fionot death and hell, as Hh to that eſtate Iwas 
thenin. But yetas the life of fine was the death 
of Pawl, ſo this death of his was bur a preparari- 
on toanew life, I through the Law am dead tothe 
, that I 


ta 
firſt converſion 5 for-then it-was that hee re- 


lates how fione became in his eftceme, ſo abeve 


meaſure ſinful. 


The ſubje&then to be ihſiſted onis the ſinful- 


_ neſſe of as” a ſubjc therefore as-neceſſary as 


any ether becauſe ifever webe faved, finne muſt 
firſt appeareto usall, as it did hereto him, above 
meaſure ſinful. 

And firſt, becauſc all knowledge 
effects which arc obviousto frnſee and interpre- 
ters of the nature of 


the miſchicyous effeds it hath filled the world 
withall, it having done nothing: but wrought 
miſchiefe ſince it came intothe world, andalithe 
mikchicfc pc; alre 7 Þcene, dope, it alone hath 


ny jerks bur <{; pers tho c ſouſe 
755nS N06 ve Sag ag 


tit 6 it hath & Tedie Gulc of man, 
wo kc Fapnu on, under wm Fa 
a e.to. be.a con 
bimlclfe, butfinne hach ſript it of? its firſt So 


—_— a0 Laden deadon. oe Gev. 49. 41+ debaſed - 

& worth than all the- world , -as- 

ſaich., that ancly went to the- | 
rice: 


Ee 


beginsatthe 


things, therefore wee il 
begin this Dewonſtr ation ofthe ovill of fin, from 


oo 
au - - 


price of ir-hzpet finne hath made it a drudge and 
{lave to every creature-: it was made to rule: 
therefore the Prodigallas a type is (aid to ſerves 
ſwine, and feed on huckes, ſoas every vanucy ma- 
ſters it. Therefore we fand-inScripture 
are ſaidto be ſervants toweine, Tit.2; 3.1 
riches, and dwers luſts, &c. © 5 090 27 
And hence it is that ſhame atterids upon it, 
6.21, Now ſhame ariſeth out of an 
of ſome excellencig debaſed ::and 
" the excellencie is greater, by. ſo much iv'ehe 
% 1 ſhame the greater, and therefore anutterable 
= * confuſion will one day befall finners -»becauſe 
[ bow is the debaſcment of anunvaluable cxcel- 
cnCIC, | 365 000631 
Sccondly, it notenely debaſcth it, 'but defiles 
italſo; and indeed there was nothing elſe that 
\ could defile it, Mat, 1520; forthe ia moſt 
# 4&hts © AS; 1257 ſurpaſſing {anc ia purencfle; 
4 aS the ſunne dothaclod ofearth ; and yct allche 
dirt in theworld cannot defile the funne ; all the 
A clouds that ſeeketo muſllle it, it ſcatters themall: 
"* but finne hath defiled the foule, yea, ove finne 


3 3 
> thcleaſtdefilesit, in an infant, totaly, eternally. 
i Firſt, one finne did it in thefall of 1dew, Row: 


x 5. 17. one offence polluted him, and all the world; 
2 Now ſuppoſe you ſhould fee. one dropot dark. 


- neſleſcazingonthe (unne, \and putting 'outthat 


light and cyc of heaven, and to:loofentt out-of 
the orbeit movesin, and caule it to. drop :downe 


a lump of darknefſe, you would ſay it werea 
B2 ſtrayge 


the Fathes of 
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ſtrange darkneſſe: this finne did then in theſoule, 
to which yettheſunne isbutas a Taper: © 
Secondly, it defiles it:thus #n an inſtant. Take 
the moſt glorious Angell'in heaven, and let one 
of the leaſt ſinnes ſcaze upon his heart, he would 
inaninftant fall downe from'heaven, ſtripr of all 
tis-glory, the uglicſbereaturethat ever was be- 
held :: you would count:char' the ſtrongeſt of all 
popocmgt would poyſoninan inſtant ; as Nero 
ed apoiſon tothatheight; that it killed Gey- 
manicus as ſoonceas he received ity-now-ſuch-an 
ones finne. 01019727) om 1916900 30 | 
_ -, Thirdly; finne defiles it #97ally + it reſts not in 
one member onely; but beginning at'the under- 
eonine- eates into the will and affeions; ſoaks 
through all, Thaſcdiſcaſes weaccount ſtrongeſt, 
which ſeaze not ona joynt'or a 'memberonely; 
but-ftrikes rottennefſe through the whole body: 
+ Fourthly;'ir defiles erernally;. it being eterna 
maruls;aſtaine which'ao witre or ſopt;orany crea- 
tute can wdſhreut, Tex:2.21. Therewas onice let if 
a-deluge bf water,- and the world was-all over- 
flow'd with ity it waſhed away-ſinners indeed 
but notone finne.!' And the world ſhalt be a fire 
again at the latter day, and all that fire, and thoſe 
fAamcs-in hell+that-follow , ſhall not purge out 
oneinne;: | | 3; 
Thirdly,ir hathrobbed the ſoule of the 7m#age 
of Goa, deprived as of rhe glory of God, Rom.;.2 7. 
the-1mage of Gods holinefſe,which is his beauty 
and-ours : wee were beautifull and all glorious 
oacexithin, which though but anaccident,-is | 
| more .- 


more worth than al mens. rules devoid of i 5 it capten 


being a likeneſſe unto 'God, 4 divine nature”, 
without -which noman ſhall ſee God. Though 
man in Innoceney had all perfections united in 
him via eminentie, that arcto.be-found in other 
Creatures, yet this was morc worth thanall : for 
all the re 6 made him nor like to God,as this did; 
without which all Paradiſe could-not -maks 
Adambappy ; which whenhe had loſt; he was 
left zaked; though thoſe his: OPS re- 
maincd with him;which'is profitable for all things, 


7 as the: Apoſtle ſayes: | The leaſt dramme of 
= which, the. whoke. world emballancecd: with, 
= would 'be found too- ht ;/ without which the 
= glorious Angels'would be danined: devills, the 
2X Saiats in a damncd ghoſts, this it hath robs 
*X bedmanof.. 


Fourthly , it hath robbed man even of God 
himſclfe : Toar ſinnes ſeparate ſayes God) betwix: 
90u anal ne:: jk one are {aid to live_ 
without God in the world: andin A bi aman of 
God, it robs him of all things; for-al things are 
ours, but ſo farre as God & 84753 of God: whioſe 
face makes heaven, heis allinall; his loving kind- 
neſſe is better than life,and containeth beauty, hes 
_—_ riches, all : yea they are but a drop to » 

im 
Men its miſchicfc hathnot ſaid here; butas the - 
eproſie of the Lepers in the old Law, ſomerimes - 
ined their houſes, garments; fo it bath hurld - 
— overall the world, brought 4vanitie_- - 
onthe creature, Roms; 8. 2.3. and 4cwrſe : and had 
TY B3 not . 
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"Chriſt undertooke the ſhattered condition of 


the world to wphold it, it had fallen about Adams 
Carcs. a®)E 
And though the old walls and ruinous palace 
ef the world ſtandstothis day, yet the beauty,the 
gloſlc, andglory of the hangings is ſoyled and 
marred with many imperfeQions caft upon cve- 
ry Creaturc. 
Butas the houſe ofthe Leper was to be pulled 
downe,and Traitors houſcs uſe to be made jakes: 
ſo the world (if Chriſt had not ſtept in) had 
ſkirunke into its firſt nothing : and you will tay, 
that is a; carrionthat es not one 
infeRionin it felfe,, but infects all theaire about : 
ſo'this, that not the foulc the ſfubjeR of ir onely, 
Laſtly, it was the firſt founder of hell, and laid 
the firſt cornerſtonethereof: finnealone brought 
in andfilled that ſſegulfe with all the 
fire, and brimftone,and treafures ofwrath,which 
ſhall never bc burnt and conſumed. And this cru- 
cited and picrced Chrift himſclfe, poured on 
him his Fathers wrath, the enduring of which 
for ſinge, was duch, as thatall the Angelsin hea- 


ven had crackt and funke-under it. 


.  Butyet this eſtimate is but taken from the ef- 
fes of it, the eſſence of it which is the cauſe of 
all theſecvills, muſt needs have much more mil. 
chiefe.indt. Shall. the leaſt evill Ican ſay 
of it * .1t conteins whewills atfe in it : therefore 
it flthineſſe, and 


fiuttie, Orexcreiment as it were, 
| of 


, 
. 


{ 


# ( . 


o 
% 


ofnaughtineſſe, «tans 4 wits, As if ſo tranſcen- 
dent, that- if all evills were-to: have -anexcre- 
ment, a ſcumme, a ſuperfluitie,fenne isit; ag deing 
the abſtracted quintefſcence ofall eyilt. An evill, 
which in the nature and effence of it ws ; 
and eminently , containes all evills of whatkinde 
ſocver thatare inthe. world ;-Inſomuchas inthe 
pcripanſes you ſhall finde that alkthe evills inthe 
world,. ſerve but tor anſwer for-ir, and to give 
names tit. Henecfinne Itis called peyſon,and fin- 
ners ſerpemts-: linne is called 4:0; firners dogs - 
ſinne the ſtench of graves, and they ratren ſepa: 


2 chres : finne mire, finncrs ſaves - and finne 


A neſſe, A) ©, ſhame, 6, folly naaueſſe, 


2 death, whatſoeveris filthy, dofeGhve; infedive,. 


= painfull.. Now as the hely Ghoſt faycs of Ns: 
7 bal, as is his name, ſis be ; ſomay wee {ay of 
linge : for if _£ dew gave namento all things,ac- 
cording ta their-pature, much more Gad, who 
oats 446; Surcly Gad would not 
ſlander finne,thoughitbe his oncly:cnemie; And: 
befides, there is reafon for this; forit is theTauſe 
of all evills.. God ſowed nothing bur:good-ſeed 
inthe world ; He beheld, and ſam all thingswere_ 
very goed, Tt is finne hath ſowne the tares.: all 
thoſcevills that have come up, ſorrowes and dif . 
eaſes , both unto: men and beaſts. Now whatſo- 
7 everisin the cffſeds isni4 emivemtivinehe cauſe. 
> Surcly therefore it-is to the ſoule of -man-(the 
7 ' miſcrableyeſlell-and fubjeRofir) allthae,which- 
poyſon, death, and ficknefſe js unto: the other 
reeturey ,- and80 tho hodyy and incher, viva 
© 


. 


theſe to the ſoule, it is therefore more than all 
theſe to-it : for corruptio optimi peſſima : by how _ * 
muchirhe ſoule exceedsall other creatures, by fo 
much muſt ſine, which is the corruption, poy- 
ſon, death, and ficknefle of it, exceed all other 
evills. ; | = 
But yetthisis the leaſt ill that can be ſaid of it, 
There is 2. ſome further tranſcendent peculiar 
miſchiefein it, that is not to be found inall otker 
cvills, as will appearein many inſtances, ' 
For firſt, all other evills God proclaimes him- 
ſelfe the author of, andownes them all; though 
ſinne bethe meritorious cauſe of all, yet God the 
efficient and diſpoſing cauſe. There i nos evill in 
the City but 1 have done it. He onely diſclaimeth 
this, 7am. 1.1 34s a'baſtard of ſome others bree. 
ing, for be « the F ather of lzghts,ver 


I7. 
- Secondly, theutmoſt extremity of che evill of 


puniſhment God -the Sonne-under-went, had'a 
cup mingled him of hisFather, more bitter than 
ifall the evils inthe world had beene ſtrained in, 
and ſie dranke it off heartily to rhe bortome ; but 
not a drop of {inne, though ſweetned with the 
20 all the world, would goc downe with 
. -* Thirdly, other evils the Saints have choſen 
and imbraced as good , and refuſed the greateſt 
good things the-world had, asevill, whenthey 
cameincompetition with ſinne;" So <Moſes choſe 
rather co ſuffer, much" rather than to exſoy the plea- 
ſores of ſinne, Heb. 11/from 24. t0:28. So Chry- 
ſoftome, when 'Eudexia'the Empreſle threatned 
| him, 


44 wo INone, 


him : goctell her, ſayes he, Nil niſt peccatuns ti. 
eo, I feare nothing but ſinne. | 
Fourthly,take the Devill himſclfe, whom you 
all conceive to be more full of miſchicfe than all 
the evillsin theworld, calledtherefore in theab- 
ſtrat ſpiritual wickedneſſe,-Eph. 6, 12. yetit was 
but ſinne that firſt ſpoiled him, and it is finne ih 
ſeſſeth the very devils : he was a glorious Angell, 
tilhe was acquainted with it : and could there 
== be a ſeparation made betweene him and finne, 
& he would be againe of as good, ſweet, and ami- 
ablea nature, asany creature in earth or heayen. 
=  Fiftly, Though other things are cvill, yet no- 
thing 'makes the creature 4cc#rfed bur finne : as 
Fall good things inthe world doe notmake a man 
= a bleſſed man, fo nor all theevillsaccurſed,” God 
ſayes not, bleſſed are the honorable;and therich, 
nor that accurſed are the poore : but rurſed 4 the 


mau that continues not in all things, Gal. 7. 10. a 

curſe tothe leaſt finne ; and onthe contrary, bleſ- 

= ſed is the man whoſe iniquities are forgiven, &c, 
== Roms. 4.7. ak 

= ACSixtly, God hates nothing bur ſinne. Were all 

= evills ſwept downe into one man, God hates him 

& notſim 'ply for them, not becauſe thouart poore 

S 


= and diſgraced, but onely becauſefinfull. Tris fin 
"2X he hates, Rev.2.15. Tſa.27.1t.yeaitalone ; and 
> whereas other attributes are diverſely communi- 
2X cated in thcir effe&s to ſeverall things : as his 
= love and goodnefſe, Himſelfe, his Sonne, his 
children, haveall a ſhare in : yer all the hatred 
(which is as large as his love)is ſolely poured 

C out 


oO GG f 
= - 
. 


out upon , and wholly, and limited onely unto ® 
ſinne, = 
All the queſtion will be what tranſcendencic } 
ofevill isin the eſſence of it, that makes itabove 1 
all other evills, and hated, and it onely by God, | 
Cans the Saints, &c:.. more than any other | 
eyill, 
Why 2 It is enmity with God, Rom. 8.7. abs | 
ſtracts we know ſpeake eſſences : the meaning is, | 
it is as dircQly contrary to God, as any thing 
could be : for contrary it is to God, andall that 7 
1s his. 4 
 As1. contrary to his eſſence, to bus exiſtence, 
and being God: forit makes men hate him, Row, 7 
1..30. and &s btthat hateth his brother is a nmwurihe- 
ver, 1.166; 3. 15. ſohee that hateth God maybe * 
Taidtobca murtherer of him,and wiſheth thathe 
werenot; Peccutum ft Dei-cidinm. ; 
2:. Contrary it is toall his attributes which. 
archis-yeme : men.arc jealous of their names: 
Gods aame is himlſclfe as 1. It makes:a'rman © 
ſlight Gods'goodneſle, and to ſeeke happincſſc- 7 
1ntheereature , asit hee were able to be heppy 
without tum. .And a. it depoſcth his ſoveraign- 
ty, and ſets apother-Gods before hisface. -3.It 
contemns hisxrath, power, and juſtice. And.q. 
turnes his grace.into wantonneſle, bk 
Andas to himſclfe, foto whatever is bis,.or be 
deareto him. Beſides, A Kipghath 3. things in 
work ciall jane .deare to him : Hi Loves, | 
6 [AU FEES , #145 T1204 ge-ſf w bis worms «. 
and {o. hath God. . 45eamps wþ _ | 
3150 | > | Fitſt,,* 


= Firſt, his lawes and ordinances : God never 
2X gave Law, but it hath becne broken by ſinge; 
«rue is the definition of it, The transgreflion of 
the Lew, Toh.3.4. yea itis called: ing the 
Law, Pfal. 119. 126. And know, that Gods 
= Law, thc leaft tittle of it, .is more .deare to him, 
= chanall the world. For cre the leaſt tictle of "is 
=X ſhall be broken, heaven and earth fhall paſſe. 
The leaſt ſinnetherefore, which is a breach of 
= thclcaſt law, isworle than the deſtrutionofthe 
*Z world : and for his workip, (8 cavying God 
Z tould have any,) -it 'turns his ordinances imo 
"Zinne. 


2 Secondly, for his — = har tees 
cw poore ones ; upon whom becaute'Gad h 

histove,ſinne hath (erits hatred. fe 

Lafthy,, for his image cycn-in a mans owne 

vreaſt :the law of the membersfights againſt the 


aw of the-mind, and.endeyourcth- t 1, 
- >#®thougha man ſhould be damned forit..Gal.5.x7. 
© "he fleſb (namelyfinne) luſterh againſt the Spiret, 
. 3#fortheyare contraries. 'Qontraryindced; forme 

—Zthinkes though it hates thatimage' tn others, that 
_ "RFpetiit ſhould ſpare itinamaens feltc, ourof {elF. 
, Zlove; 'but yer, thoughaman ſhonldbe damned, 
 Fif this image be cxpatie, it yet laboureth to doc 

RMrhis ;:fo deadly'is that hatred,;amanhateshim- 
,. __Melfe, asholy, ſo farreaghe is finfull. obs 
, £2 _ Trabounds now fo-high, as our thoughts can 
XX follow it no farther : 'Diwines ſay, it afpiresimta 
| Finfinity , the obje againſt -whomitisthuscon- 

Zrrary unto, 'bcingGod, ITE IY 
7 © $1 us 


by 
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us, thatobjeQively, ſinne it ſelfeis infinite. Sure I Þ 
am, the worth of the obje& or party offended, ? 
aggravates the offence : an ill word againſt the | 
King is high treaſon,not the greateftindignity to 
another man. Sure I alſo am, that God-was {6 
offended with it, as, though he loves his Sonne # 
a himfclfe, yet he (though without ſinxe) being Þ 
but made finne by iroputation, yet God ſpared him © 
- w#t : and becauſe the creatures could not ſtrike a ' 
ſtroake hard enough, he himſelfe was pleaſed ro 
bruiſe him, Eſay 53. 16. He ſpared not his owne_ "i 
Sonne, Rom. 8, 32, His love might have over. © 
come him, to have paſſed by it to his Sonne; at 7 
leaſt a word of -his mouth might have pacified 
' him: yer ſo great was his hatred of it, and offence *? 
at it,as he powredthevialls of his wrath 01 him: 
Neither would entreaty ſerve, for __ he cryed 
with ſtrong cyyes it ſhould paſſe from him , God © 
would not, till he had out-wraſtledit.;,..: '- 15. 7 
And- as the perſon offended, aggravatesthe 
' offence, as before, ſo alſo the perſon ſuffering, 
being God and man,arguesthe aboundmg fil. 2 
neſſe.of it. For,for what crime did you ever hear © 
a King was put to-dcath 2 their perſons being 
clteemed in worth above all crime , as;civill. 
Chriſt was the King of Kings. Y 
And yet there'ts one conſideration more to ® 
make the meaſure of its iniquity, fully ſull,” and 7 
to abound to flowing over, and thatis this, -* 
that the leaſt ſinne virtually -more or lefſe con- © 
taines all ſinne in the nature of it (I meane not? 
that all are <quall,thereforeI adde moreor - ; 
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and I prove itthus : becauſe Adamby one offence © 
contracted the ſtaine of all, no. fooncr did one 
ſian. ſcaze upon. his: heart, but he had all ſrancs - 
in him. | wy 
Andſocvery finne in us by a miraculous mul- 
tiplication inclines our nature more to every ſinne 
than it was before: it-makes the pollution of na- 
ture of a deeper dye 3 notone"ypa tat ines of 
ſine, whereof itis the proper individuall a&,but 
to all clſe : as bring one candle intoa roome, the 
light ſpreads all over ; and.then another, the 


*X light.is all over morcincreaſed : So it is infinne.; 


for the leaſt cuts, the, ſoule,off from God, and 
then itis ready to.goe a whoring after every va- 
nity that willenticeit, or entertaine1t, -.. .. 

And this. ſhewes the fulneſſe of theevill of it, 


' in thatitcontaincs notonely allorhercyills inthe 
world in it, butalſoall of its owne kinde. As you 


would count that a ſtrange poyſon,the leaſt drop 
of which containesthe force of all poyſon init : 
That a ſtrange diſcaſe, the. leaſt infeRtion where- 
of brought the body ſubje& to all diſcales : yet 
ſuch an one is finne , the leaſt making the ſoule 
moxe prone and ſubjeR toall...- . . ... 
And now.you ſce. it.is a perfeR tyill. z.,and 
though indeedit cannot be ſaid tobe the chicteſt 
in that full ſenſe wherein God is ſaid to be the 
chicfeſt good ; becauſcifit were as bad as God 
is good, how could he pardonit, ſubdue it,bring - 
it to nothingas hedoth? and then how could ir 
have addition toit,one fin being more finfull than 
another ? Exck, $, 15. Joby 19.31, But Oe 
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hath Tome -talogic Tfbeng the chicfeſt vill, as ® 

Godthe chiefeſt good. : 
For r.asGod is the chicfeſt good, who == 

fore is to be loved for himſelfc,and other thih 

| +urforhis fake ; fo alfo is ſin the chiefeſt eyi | | 

becauſe it is ſimply robeavoided for its ſelfe;bur © 

other eyills _— good , yea deſirable when © 

withir, © 


Secotidly,as Godis the chiefeft good beta g 


heisthegreateſ r= rn to hitofclfe ; ſo fin, 


bir Soar ya ſelfe: for therecan be is no 
fine -than #$'(fe; therefore © 
wheh God Woh piven with over, as #n'tnemic 
he meancs never todeale withall tnore, hegives Þ 
himup to finne. _ © 

ON pot *t is fo evill, as cannothave a 


worſe pick than ieſelfe atid there. . 
fore the'Apoſtleavhen he' would ſpeak his worſt 


of e, toll ind His prettion higheſt, afque a Þ 
ers views,calts it'by irs own name, ſirifull fine, © 
datarte, 'Rd)r7 3 thitas in God being 4 


S 
bo teſÞ-in Deorſt Dew ip. 
-ſe;thetrefs 08, queymdeſ and fiamesare buck. 
ſelle, jew r adicatur He mx ch -ſoir iswithfinne, 
Re | cy precatabrtft(clc he cancall 
1b workthah by itvowntiname, _ tnfull ſnge. 
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F while e Why: but by one finge in eg Ne- 
| 7 rall nature of it. WEE: 1s got Tz cap 
*X hath millionsof them ; as 1 
= on the Sea ſhore ; YER, as t — Ras | 
* tones, were all the wor gens adbe A _ 
2 I] commer gl ; and therefore _e” © g9E 
"28 an r,14et ail our t 
A | womdermen HOES agoſirn awe wr Rl 
©things elſe ; for. #ther they 
bo they arc buta, few; if many heruzb oa 
the world, tis oy Were 
JH © butones the fagds., £ teas c, IE 
J- are due.{mall ; your ulncfſe axcecdls in 
8 oth. -. 
And next, lctallour potnbewomdy 
2 the moſt deepe and.igeen(e pony 
q | Can —_— or heyer can conceive the 
=” whotouſethe Apoſtles phraſe, 1 Cort, art yet - 
= intheit ſannes fx Gs bound to. God in 
X® :beir.omaciiggle,bond onely, to anſwer for all 
'2 pes finges # way hx Ang cannot,inthe cltars 
-— (where yet of impenitencie | 
> belecte, — ih benefit of Chuiſts death © 
takeoffandeaſe them. ofthe. guilt of one fione, 
butallabeir lanes arc yer all theirowne, which 


tO. - 


> 4s + OO OR bY T_T adm 
. C—>——— VOY CO C— —————__ — —w 
a "YR " . S « = 
_— - - . o 
— Art *. uct. PHO — - . — . cy = gw 
CY 
+ A 


- "= d TY 4 
k ES 
LE 


m—_— "A 


toaman in Chriſt they are not; for his owne ® 
bonds are cancelled, and given in,and Chriſt en- 
ered into bonds for him, and all his fins tranſla. ? 
ted upon him. | 

Now for a proper charaRer of their eſtate,and 
ſutable to this expreſſion : | 

Firft then a mans finnes may be aid to be ſtill 
his owne : when he committeth {inne, out of bis © 
owne, that is the full frame and inclination of his '2 
heart. Thus the devill is ſaid to finne, 70h.8.44. 7 


57 ile out of his owne ; the whole frame of his 7 


ſpirit is in itz which a man in Chriſt cannot beſo * 
fully ſaid todoe, for hee hath a new creature in 7 

him #het innerh not, 116h.3.1,9.that can ſay cven = 
when he fins, It i not 1, but ſinne. ? 


And ſecond! .thenſinne is amans owne,when ©: 


hehatcs itnot, but loves it : The world loves hu 
owne, (aith Chriſt, 70h.15.29. and ſo doth a wic- 7 
ked man{ his fiane, 'more than any good; which is * 
Davids character, Pſal.5 2.3. 

And thirdly, what is a mans owne, he nou- 
riſheth and chertſheth ; therefore Eph.g. 19. No 
man hates his owne fleſh, but loveth it, Ni cheriſh- 
eth it : ſo-doemen their finnes , when they are 
their owne. Thoſe great and rich oppreſſors, 
Iam.5.5.ate {aid to nouriſh their hearts in wan- 
tonnes, and in pleaſure, as in 4 day of laughter ; as 
living upon the creame of finning , and havin 
ſugh plenty ;theypick out none but the fwectel 
bits to nouriſh their hearts withall.” 

4. Sowhat aman provides for,that is his own; 
ſo fayes the Apoſtle, A man that provides not for ; 

is 8 
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his owne, is worſe,g5c, When therefore men make 
proviſion for the fleſhy as the phraſeis,' Row. 15:14. 
haye their Caterers ahd contrivers of their Tatts. 
and whoſe chiefeſt care is every. morning, what 
pleaſures of finne they-have thatday to beenjoy- 
cd, itis« figne thattheir fingare cher owne,” -!*, 
Ina word, when men liveinfinne;'tisthe ex- 
T7 preſſion uſed, r Tim, 5: 6, \ Shethat lives inplea- 
= ſure, is dead while ſhe lives. When the revenewes 
= of the comfort'of mens lives come in; from. the 
= plcaſures of finne;, and that {upplics them with 
=X All thoſe neceſſaries that belong to life ; as when 
"tis theirelement they drink in like water ; their 
= mcat, they eate the bread of. wickedneſſe, Prov.1.7. 
> Z#and it gocs downe, and troubleth themnor; their 
"XX ſleepe alſo, they cannot ſleepe till they have done or 
contrived fome miſchiefe, ver. 16. their appa- 
rell;as when violence and oppreſſion covers them as 
| 4 garment, and pride compaſſeth'them as a chaine, 
Pſal. 73; their recreationalſo, It 7s « paſtime for 
a foole to ave wickedly, he makes ſport and brags. 
| of it, Prov. 10.23. yea' their health, bemg ſick 
*X anddiſcontented; when their luſts arc not fatis- 
= fied, as Ahab was for Naboths vineyard'; Ammon 
X grewleant, when hee could not enjoy his Para- 
=X more. : 
b Alltheſe, as they live intheir fins here, and ſo 
= are dead whileſt they live, and ſo'are miſerable, 
= making thegreateſtevillthcir chieteſt good ; ſo 
when'they .cometo:'die (as we all muſt doe one 
day)and howſfoone,and how ſuddenly we know 
not-z wee'carry our ſoules, our precions ſoules, 
as 


Þi, 
L<4 4 


FE aSprecious water ina brittle glaſſe, ſoone orack- 
HET! 2 Samnr4.14- "cd, andthenweare fpilt Hike water, which BIN © 
F. can gather up ageine ; Or butas a candle in «Peper . 
lanthorne z in clay walls, full ef cranyes, © | 
but a little cold comes in, and blowes the candle 
out; ) and then, without a through change of 7 
heart before , wrought from all linne, to-all 
godlineſle, they will diein their finnes. And all, * 
and the utmoſt of all miſcries is ſpoket in that 2 
one word : and therefore Chriſt, when he would 2-8 
ſummeup all miſeries in one expreſſion, tells the 2 
Phariſees they ſhould diem their fins, John 8.28... 


Ffſer. 


AN6 letusconfider futther,; that if fin be thus 2 
Azbove mcaſure finfull, that Zell that followerh | 
death.js then likewiſe above meaſure fearful. And © 
ſoit isintimated to be a punifhmerit wichous 9wee. 
fore; ſer..y0.11. comparcd with 1fa. 27. Puniſh = 
them as I puniſh thee ({ayes God to 'hisowne)) but - > 
1 nillpuniſhtheein meafure. And indeed, finnobe- © 
ingcommitted againft God the Krag of Kimgs,/it © 
cenmeverbe-puniſhetenoagh. Buras thekilling - 
ofaKing,is amongſt mena crime fo hainous;that 
no torturescanexccedthe deſertof it: wenuferto-+ 2 
fay,all rorniemtsare too little any death ron . 
forfachia-crime. Now ptcearmm-off: Dei-codiom, © 
as I fad before, a deftroyng God as much as/n © 
us lies : atid therefore nenebut'God himſelf cn 
grcitafull puniſhment : therefore it is calleda - | 
falling into Gods hands ;Hebix 0.4 1. which,/ as tie * 
fayes* 


ao MA. ron. ab 
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Tal Fo, is for, For if his bend blowes 
us #8 4.9. forweare but duſt heaps; 15.4e. 
yea, bis we 'be nodls to deſtruction, Pſal. $0.16. 
then what is the weight of his hands., eyenof 
thoſe hands, which an the heavens and bold the 
earth in the hollow of them ? and-if Godtake itin- 
to hishands to-puniſh, he will be ſure ro-doe unte 
the full. Sinn is L mw and- puniſhment is 
X Gods, and God will thew himſclfe as roſes in his 
% = worke,as wanin his. 
"> Itfinnebe malum catholicum,as hath been ſkid, 
XX that conraines all evilsin it; then the puniſhment 
== God will infli& ſhall be walum Kane alfo, 
* *containingin tall miſcrics z it is a cup nt Fon _ 
vere, ſo called Pſal.75.8. asinto which God hath 
"4 trainedrthe quinieiiane of all miſeries, and the, 
J Pony the earth muſt drink the. dregges of is, 
_— it 7 be eternity unto the bottome. Andif 
"one fin deſerves ahell, a prmiſhment above mea- 
No, what will millions of millions doe? And 
we reade that every finne ſhall receive a juſf recog. 
pence, Heb,2.z. ohletus thentake heed of dying 
XX nn ourlinnes, andthereforeoflivingin them ; for 
XX} weſhall lic in priſon till we have paid the very 
XX utmoſt farthing. _. 
by , i And thereforeif allthis that I haveſaid of it wil 
' 27 nor engender anſwerable ra. omar per of it in 
- *X you, (this being bur paint road, which you 
 _X* canlookuppa and iendlew without affrig btment) 
X- Iwiſh that if wirhout danger yon could bur bh 
your cares to hell, rhatſtanding as it were bebind 
the'skreene, you might heare finne ſpokenof in 
D2 its 


its owne dialetby the oldeſt ſonnes of perdition ® 
there, to heare what Cain ſayes of murthering 
his brother Abel; what Sal of his -perfecuting © 
David, and the Prieſts of 1:hovahr; what Balaam 
and Achitophel ſay of rheir curled counſclsand 
polfcics:; what 4h ſaycs of his oppreſſion of Þ 
Nabotb ; what Ida of treaſon ; and heare what © 
expreſſions. they have, with what horrors, yel. } 
lings, groancs, diſtraQions, the leaſt ſin is there | 
ſpoken of. If God ſhould take any mans ſoule 
here, and as he rapt His, into; the third heavens, "7 
where he ſaw. grace in its fulleſt brightneſſe ; ſo 7 
carry any ones {ouleinto thoſe chambers of death, = 
as Svlomon calls them; and leading him through ® 
all, from chamber-to chamber, ſhew him the wi. 
us of darkneſſe,” and hee there heare all thoſe 2 
edlames cry out, one of this ſinne, another of 7 
that, and ſce finne as it lookes in hell! But there Z 
is one aggravation more ofthe evill and miſery © 
ſinne brings upon men, I have not ſpokenof yet, 
that it blindstheir eyes, and hardens their hearts, 7 
thatthey doe not ſee,nor lament their miſcry,till 
they bein hell; and then'it is too late. bs 
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TU what, doth fin ſocxceedin finfulneſſe;and 
is the venome of. it boyled upto ſuch a height © 


of miſchicfe,that there ſhould be no pamcin hea- 7 
ven andearth able tograpple with it, and deftroy' | 
it ? Isthere no antidote,no balme in Gilead more 
loveraigne, than.it is deadly 2 Surcly yes, God 

| would: * 
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ous-an enemy to;haye ſer, $90t..16 ; dominions 
butthat he knew how to;cqnquer ©,.and thar n. 
by puniſhing of it.enely'1n bait, ut by-deſtroy.. 
ing it : onely ir is too potent foxallthe creatures 
to encounter with. This yi@ory.Js.alonereſer. 
ved for Chriſt, it can dig by no, qtherihand, that 
he may have the glory of it z which therefore. is 
the top of hisglory, asmediator, and his higheſt 
title, the memory of. which he beareswrinen in 
hisname.J E $u 8s, for he:ſhall ſave bs Peop/efos 
their finnes, CM4t.1.21. Andthereforethe Apo- 
ſtle Pawl, his chicfeſt Herauld ;. proclaimes this 


*X viRory with a world of ſolemaity and triumph 


- 
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a Cor.15: 36. 0h death, where. is thy ſting ?.. oh 
grave, where i thy wittery ? the fling of aeath is 
ſe, the ftrength of ſinne the Law.: but thankes 
be to God that gives ms the vidtory through our Lord 
Teſws Chriſt. : which yet again addesto the. De. 
monſtration of the fafal e of it; or SReeagth 
of finnewas ſuch, that like Gelz4h it would have 
defied the whole hoſt of heaven and earth. 7t was 
»ot poſiible the blesd of Bulls and goats ſhould take 


e | 
away ſine, Heb.,10,4.n0r het the riches ofthe 
world, or the bload of men have beene a ſuffici- 


cnt ranſome': Will the Lord be pleaſed with rivers 
of oye ? ſhall I give my firſt bornefor my tranſgreſ- 


 fien ? No, ſayeshe, there is no proportion, for 
thy firſt borne is but the fruit of thy body, and 


- 


{inneis the ſinve of thy ſoule, Hich, 6: 7.it muſt 


coſt more to redeeme a ſqulethan ſo, Pſal. 49.9. 
No, couldeſt thou bring rivers ofteares, in ſtcad 
| D3 of. 
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of vers of ole: rwhich if any Crete like to 
pacifie God, yet are they but the 'cxcrements of 
thy brains ; bat ſiine/is the-ſinne of thy heart: 
yeaallrhe eel that we could ever do, 
catiriot make aniends for one ſinne : for ſuppoſe 
it perfeQ, wheiſ as yet it is but dung, Mal. 2. 
and a menſtrares dvath, yet thou oweſt it alre: 


4s thou art a creature 3 and one debt cannot Pay 
another. -Fthet we ſhould goc a begging to all 
the Angels, who never ſinned, let them lay all 
their took 


her, it would er them all 
to pay for bh ſinne : no, iris notthe merit of An. 
b $ wt docit ; for finne isthe tranſgreffion;the 

eſtru&ion ofthe Law, Pſal,109.1.and thelcaft 
le js. more worth than heaven, and all that is 


hi beth bl 

Onely; th us unceng vera 
powers, k hath hor gol 

yond the prict that Chriſt hath paid for 4 


full by all 
RN ſte SthÞ\irds hv this very Mya, ſo 


ifts righttoufneſſe rogether,Rom. 5.15, 
true, fa 
frnne, 


hee, that ſane abounds, 'and tharowe— 
atid inftncerh it L445 finhe, 
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world ; Yet layes he eouſne 

©hriff NM wer Ry NE ro fone 

over, ewe ſayesthe Ape Tim.1.14 

as the fea doth ht wole-hils, Malath, 7 »4 

Though rherefoxet world ttxtoe! all theRngti 
| yercbrip iff's richts art" iſraychible, Fonts 3» 8, fc 
{th ſhchtiches of kn as ate able ro 
thy debtsthe'very fickt Yay of thy titttige then 
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him, 


him. og _ = back Oo a or ens 

of VERS, Fore the « tp, this dny:: «i 
when that is done ,.. Fre noone lefr repur- 
chaſe thee moregraceand g fy 
gels hayc in heaven. Ina; he 1s 4ble 10.ſawe 
t0.the wtmeſt, all that come 10.Gad by him, 446 Heb 75. 
let thcir fins be what they will. 

But then wee mult-.came to him,and to Godby 
him, and take himas our Lord, and King, and. 
head, and husband, as be.is #reelynyendercd,, we 
muſt be.made one with him, and have our heats 
divorced from all.our finnes for.cyer. And why 
not haw'2 .doe we yet look for-anather Chri 
: and toallude to us,as Nears {aid to Pas 6a woof 
XX yctany mere ſoanes in my womb , ;thatthey 

__ Iay be your husbands So lay LHath'Godany 
n===Gok fanncs t:O7-18 not this GbvGgpes Rr 


— mpalily livy on GRenGe,Cdti, 
8nd .the _—_ of one fine, they. cannot Rand to- 


we” AY 
wee will, not {0 muchas take 
Cl, fan ſcene;mere-arieſfe 
Stern appearto us,asto-him, of 
aboyemeaſurcfintull ; yarn ic.and 
wakes mock;of, .end-account t-preciſonciſe to 
Rickend make-confriengcofit ——— 


X 
bp 
mann en Ze R 


of tivers ofoyle ; whichif yebltg aero! to 
pacifie God, yet are they but the excrements of | 
thy braines ;\ but ſitite/is theffinne of thy heart; | 
yeaallrhe eewnſbale! that we could ever do, 
catiriot make aniends for one {inne : for ſuppoſe 
it perfeQ, wheil as yet it is but dung, Afal, 2. 
a0d a menſtravas cloath, yet thou oweſt it alr 
as thou art acrtature ; ahd one debt cannot pay 
another. -Ifthen we ſhould goc a begging to all 
the Angels, who never ſinned, let them lay all 
their took her, it would begger them all 


to pay for bhe ſinne : no, iris notthe meritof An- 
E $ will docit ; for finne isthe tranſgreffion;the 
eſtrudtion ofthe Law, Pſal.109.1.and thelcaft 
Wm js more worth than heaven, and all that is 
. l be blyfi 
One h iv be thus uncenquerably fin. 
full by ji powers, it wen gone be- 


yond the price tht Chriſt hath paid for it ; the 
ſte corttpares to this very purpoſe, ſi anzand 

Chrifts righttoufneſſe rogether, Rom, 5. r5 ;20."Tis 
true, fa hee, that ſane abownds, 'and thatowe_s 
atid infiancerh id £44 ms finde, 

whic ftaincth all tn&s$varures td'the end of the 


&s he, the hreouſne 
Chip WI Much TA ARNE ro OY 


over, ready It yesthe A fMle,r Tim.x, r4 
#5 the fta anh The mole: "A Malath, 7 
Though therefore it world iitztoeal] thcKng 
o= Chviſts riches art uy ifeaychable, Fe 

4th ſhchTiches 'of flog as ate able ro 


try debtsthe'very firſt Yay phony then 
him, 


G \ 4 " 
T8! 


him., though Thou bad (nine lions | 
IE Et F- 
W hen that 4 donc , lefrrepur- 
chaſethee morcgraceand Rs iow 
gcls hayc in heaven. .In BE » Ae 1s 4ble 10ſawe 
t0.the wtmeſt, alt that come 19.Gad by him, Heb 75. 
let theirfins be what they wall. 

But then wee muſt ks ad to God by 
him, and take himas our Lord, and King, and 
head ,and husband, as he.is freelynendered., wa 
muſtbe,made one with him, and wats 
divorced from all. our finnes for.cyer. And 
not haw'« .doe we yet look for-anather Chti 
and roalludetous;as: Naas aig to; == 
yetany mere ſonnes in my wombe , ; thatthey 
may be your husbands 2 Sollay LHath'Gndany 
more ſuch ſonnes *.Or is not this-Chriſtigood: e- 
nough:or arc we afraid afbeing SW0pp.000 ſoon, 
ln being marricdto hang... . 

Buryerifwewill have Chriſkindood (without 
whom we arcundoge) tow ſhallwe thaw. covtinge Roms: 
in ſine, wich inthe borcmatnr _ £ _ 
notinone. T ' {peaks there inthe 

guage of impoſſibility ahd-anconfiſtencie;Chrift, 
Snd th :heaighn: of one finne, they canner and to- 
gether, 

.. And-indeed ,; wee will not {6 muchas take 

Chai, 'millfirewer have ſeene; — orleſſe 
ahis n+ barre and finne appearto us,astohim, - 
aboyemeaſurcfinfull ; nawrally.we dight. ic-and 
Wakea mock:of, end:account Retalncts to 
Kickend make-confcicnceof it; gs =— 


—_— 
mY CS | 


thus appearesto any burin its owne colours,:that 
- man will looke yuponthe leaſtſinne'then, asupon' 

hell it ſelfe ; and like 4 man affrighted; feare in 
all his wayes, leſt he ſhould meetwith finne, and 
ſtarts ar the yery appearance. of it; he weepcs if 
ſinne doe-but {ec him; and hee'doe but' ſec itin 
himſelfe and others ; and cryesout as 79ſeph did, 
How ſhall 1 doe this, and ſinne? and then a man will 
make out for Chriſt; as a condemned man for 
life, as a mattthatean nolonger live,s9h give me 
Chriſt, or elſe 7 die';/ and then if upon this-Chriſt 
appearesto him,and manifeſts himſelfe,as his pro- 
mule is to the that ſeek him, 704.14.21. his heart 
thereupon will: muchmore deteſt and loathe it : 
he ſaw it cvillafore,” Vur then ircomes to have a 
new tinQure added;, which makes it infinitely 
more {ſinfull inhis eyes ; for he then lookes upon 
every ſinne as guilty of Chrifts bloud, as dyed 


4 


prarine”, rearht#h us 10 Athy all 'ungodlineſe and 
worldly luſts: "The lovt'df Chriſt conſtr aines' hing. 
Thinkes he, Shall Tlive in that for which Chriſt 
died'? ſhall that be'my life, which was his death? 
did he that never knewſfinne ,' undergoe the tor- 
ment for'it, and ſhall T be ſounkinde as to enjoy 
the pleaſure of it No, but as David when hee 
was very thirſtie\, and had water of thewell of 
Zetbleembroughthim; with the hazard of mens 
Jives; powrediromthe groundz for ſayes hee; 7r 
:.the blood of theſe men's $0 ſayeshe, cverr when 
the cup ofpleaſureswarhig"yerylips; It coft the 
bloodofChiiſ iſt, anddopaurs itupon-che mo 
2104] 


with it, though coveredby'ir ; thograce of God up 


R {op £100 1111S : 25 


——_— 
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Andas thelove of Chriſt conſtraines him, ſo the 
powerof Chriſt doth change him. Kings may 
ardon Traytors, but they cannot change their 

©, hearts; but Chriſt pardons none, hee doth not 
| make new creatures,and all o/d things paſſe away, 
becauſe he makesthem friends, favo to live 
with, and delightin ; and if men pur on Chriſt, and 
have learned him, as the truth is in Jeſus, they put 
off as concerning the Prey converſation the old 
man, with the deceitfall luſts ; and he ceaſeth from 


ſine, that is, from the courle ofany knowne fin:  _ 
theyare the Apoſtles owne words, which ſhall r P&.5-1a- 
judge us ; and if we ſhould expe ſalvation from 
himupon wy other termes,we arc deceived ; for 

author of ſalvation tothems onely that obey 


Chriſt «s 
him, Heb.5.9. 


 KNO WLEDGE. 


B Y 
Taro: Goodwin B.D. 


_ Q_ FOR 7 th. 


—— 


4 = — 


MH DCXIXTILYS. 


Sn 9 RO 


Py 4 
: 


_ — — 
a 


Contents of Agerava tion 'of 
finning againſt knowledge. |. 


DoR. ſinne againſt knowledge isthehigh- 

I \. Thug of the ir omeperi , Fx Z 

- Wi 
other kinds of Fs K. 


p much ſins againſt knowledge, doe tranſcend os 
Ne nntairagd / 
1. In ſms of 1onorance 4 TT. 
he [#-dcarpin Clevnds 222 Neve tl , yo | 
wet ſo intheſe. 
2. The vaſt difference A them ars in ws 
| repentance God accept wi car pew 
 8@1ce for the one,not Ls Jo yo abs. 


Some kindy againſt know 
: ” Poun hdr Es & 64- 
© parity of 0 if it. | 
4- Sinning againſt eres yo ionbelight pe 
of fanning againſt 4: 


6. Reaſons. 


I. Becauſe knowledgr i the greateff merty, 42 
7 2o Tigre, 


> rn Takes 6 rprond tobe a wore 


( "os k-ekrewerr ht M9 5 

« Hoſe: Cunaloer lpeh fort obligation 

"34 10 obylieree . ibid. 
. Lawes come'n frenberpritbiidat, 46 
4+ There is the more contemyt caſf onthelaw. 47 
3: Infns ugninſt knewledyethe will of the finer 

r* Wee more with fin, «s ſim. © bid. 
E. 3 * 6. In 


Tus CONTENTS. 


| 6. In finning 4 ef knowledge 4 man con- 
Three things handle | concerning þ fi ns cuff know- 
| ledge. , ibid. 
| 1.What it «to fin againſt knowledg explained.ag 
1. Diſtinion, To finne with knowledge and 
eY againft kntwleage doe differ...” + tbid; 
A Fegenerate man guilty of more ſins knowne_ 
than another, .\ | ibid; 
 . Tet not of more ſins againſt knowledge. 50 
2: Diſtintidn. Men ſin againſt bnowledg — 
heave or cirtumſtantially only. 
I, is it is to ſinne direftly againſt jon 


ibids 
__ ge td ſnne againf thewheage circum. 
a antially onely, » ibid. 
iT, bi diſtin&ion akon out of this Chap. ibid; 
Sannes direttly againſt knowledge reduced to two 
| _ *52 
In regard of our ſelves 5 $4965,» - ibid; 
eu we aboſe knowledg ; to help ws to of n, ID, 
3. Wayes. 
; «To plot and comtrive fin. 
1 \ vi nA Go FN | wa by yes. .- 


. - 3- Tocolour etence of religi-yibid. 
f +... 08,4nd'v he yowledg of religi 
| £ on to plead for and | ieftife their b 

+. Ar When men negledt to'get knowledge that 
1 might preſervethem from inning, 53 
3. When men refuſe kagpleage that they may 


fon more freeh. - £355 
= ad 44 Is tehatetbe Raghgaade endevaur ta tx- 
HIGH tinguiſh; ih | \ SY NY iN >) 


" CS 7 2 :42S f wm 


=_ 
HEB: CONTENTS 


. . 5 .When men hold opinions ago thrir Trenees. 5 

2, Mep ſin direttly Fr Egan? in re- 
 ſpeitoj others, + 58 
x. By concealing know = > tbid. 
2.Mey indevor to ſuppreſſe Tales invrhers.ib. 
3+.When men go about io make others. fin againf 
their conſciences. © yg 

2. Generall Branch: +1 

Sins committed dns or crcumflantiah againſt 


knowledge. . + mT Go 


Itis done 


ai 


I. Either in particular ati s of Canlng, "ar 


2. In continuing in an eſtate of fmning” aqui BY 


ledge. \*V>tbid, 
Particular inſtances being infinite, 1.71/19) * > Gt 
A diſtinition s given tanciyning rem: SY ibid. 


I. Sowe. fins. mere tran VILA tbid; 
' 2. Some more «nd continucd, until re- 
called, though but one? committhal\it.> * ibid; 


Which axe of all ther moſt dangerous te commit; $98 
againſt knowledge... 


2. Going ow in 4 Fnfallefats again bromldg bi 


', Three ſorts of ment 

I. Such as. ſor woah. per 0H GE"y 
_ and his wayes, w ich they know 10 

2. T hoſe that defer repemtance, 


- 3: Apoſtare Profeſſors ge ina ifs of feng. 


. againſt | know KP: EL 
LApplication.. | > 7 

2, Head: Rules whereby 10 eſtimate ſins _ Jaw. 

ledge; ka 


Of two ſorts: before fPnning, or in finning. -' 
1. Before ſinning, 3. Rults... 


Is : The 


un CONTENTS: 


We; Tower emer enſue the Iſues and coſe 
quents of afon.”' 
2+ The more conſultation and debatis before. ” 


3. The more Feſtimenies s 4nd warwings Lenſe 4 


FS 96 the ſnfulmeſſ of ſuch arinſn: 


wy 


.T The leſſe paſſion or temptation to 4 ſinne acainj 
aides _* thid, 
2.The more inward regreet and dn relutancy, 
- thefirenger is the knowledg 50 more againſt it. 75 
__ 3. The more herdueſſe of heart in commntting « ſin 
tnownte be « fin, the greater the ſin,us it w fin 4- 
gainſt knowledge. 
3. Head : Aggravations: drawy from the Hind of tho 
knowledge we fim pond oo are five. 7 
The more ftrong the —_— ,the greater the fin. 
1. Tv fin againſt the inbred cow nature. hy 
2. To ſin againſt thrilight of educ . 89 
3-T he moreveal cexperimvaliight men fin aguiuſt 82 
4- The more ſhining thelight is inthe conſcience,joyned 
with «taſte the greater the ſin. 93 
5- To fin againſt pr dimeowicage.- 85 
How z1tet aw and" motiv? it is tomen of 
krowledg forwra 19-Gpd and to take heed of ſnning.87 


I-Such an one Cannot cha as #thrys : their 
are more net 5 51 


. Aud will have leſſe pleaſure i% - ibid, 
2: Such ar Cele rp wth up to {e0w Np -l beart. $8 


3-Sech wrt + groſſeſtof ins Ibid. 
4A At death, "' ye da ol 
wore horror nd p Sf Joe Ek gf 3 2 £0 


5* Fc hell it increaſet 4 
F 5-4 "= 7 $. 


ol 
- ©AS 
, * - 1 
Rd = d o 
CETFT \ / | | [= }P* 
*(\ 'C STOPS 
-=A\ J CYVCRSPPaERAX MES. QASIC d 
;nd Ye <> d TY Ly: CT AAS 
% - 


AGGRAVATIONS 
.OF SINNING 


.- AGAINST KNOWLEDGE. 


——_——— 


—————_ 


ROM. I. 2T. 


Becauſe that when they knew God, thty glorified him 
not «as God, neither were hankfall Gor eCame_ 
waine in their imaginations , and their fooliſh 
heart was darkued. 


Here are two generall apgra- 
vations the Apoſtle infiſts 
on,in theſe two Chapters,of 
the Gentiles ſinfulneſſe:Firft 
as thciranthankfulneſſe,ver.21. 


- 
= * 


- ina long, large, and 2:95am inditment of ma. 


ſeverall finnes, 1delatry, ver.23 . unadurall un. 
dem nr26.o6 ay all k:nds 
onſue 


unriebie. 

, ver. 29. hee doth bath in the Ming 

andend of the bill, bring in this aggrava 
they finned againſt knowledge in all 

ver. 18, he beginsthe indiftment and away) 


I p | 
_ 
= 


-—- 


n.that 
e. So 


tion of Gods wrath above-all for this, rhat / 
withheld the truth in uarightcanſneſſe ; which 
was as muchas all that unrighteouſneſſe commit- 
ted, barely init ſelfe conſidered : And then again 
in the end, when hee comes to pronounce ſen- 
tence, he comesin with this, after all pafticulars 
had beene reckoned up, Who knowing the judge. 
ment of God againſt theſe which dee ſuch things, yet 
ave them. 
' DoF. So that this Do@rine. is cleare from hence, | 
| Tofin againſt That t8inxe againſt knowledee, citherin omitting 
, | weve. wall good duties which we know we ought ro per- 
m—_ of forme, or committing of fignes we know wee 
ought nt to doc, & the higheſt aggravation of- 
linfulnefle. 

E put both in both ſinhes of omiffion and com.. 
miſhon: for ſo the particular franes the Gentiles 
are taxed for here, are of both forts; as za: ols. 

 Viſ)ing, or worſhipping God, as well as turning bis 
gory into 4 ye, &c. to omit prayer, when your 
conlciencestell you, you ought to doe ir: to omit 
holy diſcourſe, examining the heart, when you 
know you ought to doe them, are as well ſinnes 
againſt knowledge, as to tell a lic againft your 
knowledge, or as to ſteale and forſweare , or 


murder, . 


I" PWC 


—_— 


murder, or be drunke, &c. 
Now -when I ſay, it is an-aggravationtotheſe 
ſinges , my meaning is this : That take any finne 
thouthinkeſt moſt groſſe, and viewit barely in 
the aRofit, put. the a&nakedly inthe one ſcale, 
be it a finne of uncleannefle, or drunkenneſle ; 
and then put this circumſtance which was added 
to it in the other ſcale, that before and when 
thou diddeſt it, thon kneweft it to be a finne, this 
alone weighs as much, yea more thanthe finneit 
{clfe doth: thatas itisfaid of Herod, that he ad. 
ded this to all his other ſinnes, that he caft Tohn in 
priſon, who told him of his Heredias, and {o is 
made as much asall hisformer finnes : 1d is this 
brought in here, thatin and unto all their unrigh- 
tcouſneſſe,- this was added, thry with-beld the . 
ruth, the light of their conſciences (which is as 
a Prophet from God) they did impriſon 4 «n= 
righteouſneſſe, ver.18., Andtheretore when Da- 
wil would convince Balſhezzar of his deſerved- 
neſſeto loſe his Kingdome, and that he was not 
able to hold weight in the ballance, Dan. 5. 22. 
what puts he into the other ſcalc againſt him to 
weigh himup, and toſhew he was #00 light, vey. 
21,22? hetells him how his father knew the God 
of heaven, and how that his knowledge coſt him 
even yeares the learning among wild beafts, and 
thou ({ayes he) his ſoune kneweft all this, and yet 
didft not humble thy ſelfe. Here is the aggravation 
weighs downeall : he knew the God of heaven 
againſt whom he ſinned, and that judgementon 
his Father for his pride 3 and then'withall —_ 
F 2 im, 


- Y 


kim, thatthis God, in whoſe hands is thy breath,and 
all thy wayes, thou haſt not glorified. Iname this 
place among many others, becauſe itis parallel 
with this in the text. Ile name no-more, but give 
reaſons and demonſtrations for it. 
4 Firſt, Demonſirations. 
Pemonſtraiss. The greatneſſe of this kind of finning might 
ofthe peint;by many ways be made appeare z we will demon- 


ſtrateitonely by comparing it with other kinds 
of ſinning. 

Tofinne, though out of fimple ignorance, when 
that ignorance is but the _ ine qua non of (in. 
ning, that is, ſo asif a man had knowneit a ſinne, 
he had not done it, doth not yet make the fact nor 
to be a fione, though itlefſeneth it. For Luke 12, 
48, Hethat didnot know his Maſters will, was bea- 
ten, whenthe thing committed was worthy of 
ſtripes,though he did not know ſo much, becauſe 
the thing, deſerves it. And the reaſon is, becauſe 
the Law being once promulged, as 1. to AdUdem 
it was, and put into his heart, as the common ark 
of mankinde ; though the tables be loſt, yet our 
ignorance doth not make:theLaw of noneeffe. 
For the Law of nature forever binds, that is, all 
that was writtenin A dams heart, becauſe it was 
thereby then publiſhed in him,andto himfor us. 
But poſctive lawes, as 1 may call them, as to be- 
leevein Chriſt, &c, anew delivered; bind not, but 
wherethey arc publiſhr. 7oſiab rent his clothes, 
whenthe booke of the Law was found, becauſe 
the ordinances werenot kept, although they had 
not knowne the Law of many ycares;yet becauſe 


they: 


— 


x 


_— 
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they ought to have knowne it, therefore for all 
theirignorance, he feared wrath would come up» 
onall Iſrael. So alſo Lev. y. 17. linnes okigno. 
rance were to be ſacrificedfor: yet however, it 
leſſencth the ſin, therefore he ſhall be beaten with 


few-ſtripes. | 
 , ſure, if ignorance leſſeneth them, know- 
ledge aggravatcs ;:for contrarierum eadem eft ra- 
ti0 : therefore he that knowes, ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes. Yeaſuch difference; is there , that 
God is ſaid to winkat ſins of ignorance. As 17. 
30.The time of this ignorance God winks at.Whiles 
they had no knowledge , God tooke no notice-: 
yea and heabates ſomething for ſuch ſinnes, be- 
cauſe the: creature hath « c/oake, hath ſomething 
to ſay forits ſelfe ; (as Chriſt ſayes, 79h» 15.22.) 
but when againſt knowledge,they have no cloak. 
Yea farther, Chrift makes a ſinne of ignorance to 
be no ſinxe, incompariſon: So there, If I had not 
folen and done thoſe workes never man did, they 
ad had( no ſine. (That is)none in compariſon 
but zew they have no cloak , no ſhelter to award How much 
the ſtripes, or plea toabate of them. . —_C 
And that you may ſee the ground of this vaſt rrangeni fins 
difference betweene finnes of ignorance, and a- * 'gnorance. 
ainſt knowledge, confider firſt, that ifaman fin |, ;,, .c;no. 
& uppoſc the at the ſame) out of ignorance MECTt- rance there 
ly, there may. be a ſuppoſition, that. if hee had my bc afipe © 
knowne it, he would not have done it ;-and that bo ar ies. 
as ſooneas he doth know it, he would or might be would gee 
repentof it. . So 1 Cor.2.8. Tf they had knowne-, won = 
they had ng; crucified the Lord of Glory, The like tele. 
'T F 3 ſacs. © 


% 


« i. 


- 


ſayes Chriſt of Tyre, Sidoy, and Gomorrha, that if 
the (ame things had beene done in them, they would 
have repented. But now when a man knowes it 
afore, and alſo conſiders it inthe very commit. 
ting it, and yet doth it,then there is no roome for 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, and leſſe hope. - For what 
is it that ould reduce this man to repentance ? 
is it not his knowledge ? now if that had no po- 
wer to keepe him from his finne, then it may be 
judged, that it wi notbe of force to bring him to 
repentance for it z for by finning the hearr is 
made more hard, and theknowledge and the au- 
thority of it weakned and leſſened, as all power 
is, when contemned and refiſted, Rom: 1. 21. their 
fooliſh heart becomes dayker. Ariſtotle himſclfe 
hath a touch of this notion in rhe third of his 
Erhicks,thatifa man ſinne out of ignorance, when 
he knowes it, he repents of it; if out of paſron, 
whenthe paſſion is over, he is ſorry for what he 
hath done : but when a man finnes deliberately, 
and out ofknowledge, itis a ſigne he is fixed and 
ſetin miſchiefe ; and therefore it is counted wic- 
kedneſſe and malice. And hence itis, that thoſe 
thathave beene exlightned with the higheſt kind 
of light, but that of ſaving grace, Heb.6.4.,5. and 
Heb.1o. If they ſinne wilfully after ſuch a know- 
ledge ofthetruth, God lookes on them, as thoſe 
that will never repent.” And therefore likewiſe 
the ſchoole givesthis as the reaſon why the De- 


vills ſirme obftinately , and cannot repent, be- 


cauſe of their full knowled e theylinne with ; 
they know. all inthe full latitude that it may be 


knowne, 


= Jr Iv Br 39 


knowne , and yet goe ol, . »— 
Secondly, the vaſt difference that in Godsac- 2 - 
count is put betweene ſinnes of knowledge, and of The vill diffe- 
ignorance , will appeare by the different refpet tans, ppengs 
and regard that God hath to them . inthe repen- ia the x 
tance he requires and accepts for them ; and that (yes for e.the 
both in the ats of repentance, and alſo in the A generall re 
ſtatc of grace and repentance, upon which God Pune for: 
Aw man , or for wantof which he rejeerh phe 19m 
—_ | | 
Firſt, when a man'comes to performe the ats = 
of repentance, and to humble himſclfe for ſinne, 
and toturne fromit, God cxaeth not, that fins 
of ignorance ſhould particularly be repented of; 
But if they be repented of but in the general, & in 
the lumpe,, be they neyer fo great, God accepts: 
it, This is intimated Pſal.19.12. Who can unaey- 
ftand his errour ? cleanſe me from my ſects finnes - 
that was confeffion enough. But finnes of know. 
_ muſt be particularly repented of, and con- 
cd, and that againe and againe, as Dawvidwas 
forced to doe for his murder and adultery, or a 
manſhall n&ver have pardon. Yea farther, grea- 
ter difference wilt appeare, in regard of the ftate 
of grace and repentance : for a man may lye in a 
fmnehe doth not know to be a finne, and yet be 
inthe ftate of Grace, as the Patriarchs in Polig a- 
mie,and indivorcing their wives : but to hhe in 4 
fonne of knowledge, is not compatible with grace : 
bur unleſſe a man maintaineth a conſtant fight 
2eainft it, hatcth ir, confefſeth it, forſaketh it, hee 
cannot have mercy. "This cannot ſtand with up- 
rightneſle 


— — 
he. 
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NO A, 


Some kinds of 


Gnning agu uſt 
knowledge ex- 


cludc fro mer- 
cy, which done 
jgnorantly 
leave a capacity 
of it, 


rightneſſe of heart. A friend may keepe corre- 
ſpondeneic with one, hee ſuſpeRs not to be an 
enemy unto his friend, and be true to his friend- 
ſhip notwithſtanding : but if hee knowes him to 
be an enemie, hemuſt break utterly with the one, 
if he leanes to the other: 

Thirdly, yet farther in the third place, ſo vaſt 
is the difference, thet ſome kind of fins commit- - 
ted out of and againſt knowledge,utterly exclude 
from mercy for time to come ; which done out 
of ignorance, remained capable of, and might 
have obtained it ; as perſecuting the Saints, blaf- 
pheming Chrift,&c. Pauls will was as much in 
thoſe ads themſelves, and as hearty as thoſe that 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt : for he was mad againſt 
the Church, and 1n theſe ins, as himſclfe {ayes, 
not ſinning willingly herein onely, but being car. 
ried on with fery , as hot andas forward as the 
Phariſees that finned that finne : onely ſaycs hee, 
1 Tim,1.13.1did it ignorantly, therefore I obtai- 


. ned mercie, Though it was #gnorantly done, yet 


there was need of mercie ; but yet in that he didit 
but ignorantly, there was a capacity and place 
for mercie, which otherwiſe had not beence. But 
thus tofin after 4 man hath received the knowledge 
of the truth, ſhuts a man out from mercic, Heb.1 0. 
and there is no more ſacrifice for ſinne, for ſuch ſins; 
I ſay,ſuch fins as theſe, thus directly againſt the 
Goſpell, when committed with knowledge. For 
linsagainſtthe Law, though againſt knowledge, 
there was an atonement, as appeares Levit. 6. 
from the 1, verſe tothe $. where hee inftanceth 


in 


in forſwearing : But to perſecute the Saints, and 
Chriſts truth, with malice, after knowledge of it, 
there is no more [atrifice : not thatimply Fen is 
ſo great in the aitſclfe of perſecution, for Paul 
did it out of ignorance ; but becauſe it is out of 
knowledge : ſo vaſt a difference doth knowledge 


and ignorance put betweene the guiltofthe ſame 
linne. he 


And therefore indeed , to-conclude this in the 4 + 
Liſt place, this is the higheſt ſtepoftheladder,next Terr) Fares 
to turning off : the very higheſt but thatoffinning che higheſt 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt : which muſt needs argue ir fnai yy -— 
the higheſt aggravation of finning, whenitaſcends ey. 
ſo high 2 when it brings a man to the brinck, and | 

a 


next totalling into the-bottomleſſepit, irrecovera- 


bly. And thereforeto finne ill (which 


is all one)and to ſinne againſt knowledge,(as appears 
Numb, 15.26,27,28,29,30. 'itbeing there oppo- 
{cd to finning out of ignorance, - (ſuch a fnne as 
David did, of whom it is ſaid, 2 Sam.12ig. that he 
apijed the word of the Lord : which phraſe alſo is 
uſcd to cxpreſle finnes of preſumption, vey. 31. of 
that 15. of Numbers) To ſfiunc, I ſay, preſanyi 
Sify, is the higheſt by So in Davids account, 
Pſal.19.12,13. For firſt he prayes, Lord keepe me 
from ſecret ſinnes, (which he maketh finnes of igno- 
rance) and then next he prayes againſt preſumptro- 
oe ſinnes, (which, as the oppofition ſhewes , are 
ſinnes againſt knowledge :) For ({ayes he) if they get 
dominion over me, I ſhall not be free from | that greas 
Fence.) That is, that unpardonable finne, which 
all never be forgiven; ſo as theſe are necreſt , 
G 0 
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of any other : yet not ſo, as that eycry onethat fals 
into ſuch a finne commits it, but he is nigh to it, at 
thenextſtep to it, For to commit that ſinne, but 
apo things are required 3 light in the wiva, and ma- 
hceinthe beart : not malice alone, unleſle there be 
light ; for then that Apeſtle had fanned it; fo as 
knowledge is the Parent of it, it « after receiving 
the knowleage of the truth, Heb.190.27,28. 
| Secondly Re Theſc are the Demonſtrations of it, the 
{} fnchuch ace Reaſons arc 2 
6 hecnaſe Firſt, becauſe knowledge of God and his wayes, 
hears i5thegreateſt mercie, next to ſaving grace : Hee, 
*accy. hath not dealt [ [o] with every Nation, Whercin ? 
t In giving the knowledge of bu mayes : and as it is 
thus, ſo ae rbagarye ſo, 19.4 man; and therefore 
Chriſt ſpeaking of the gift of kwowledge , and gi- 


ving the reaſon why is {0 ny condemneth , 
on 


Luke 12.48. ayes, For #0 wich] i given, 
much i I As ifhee had ſaid, To cok 
Matters will , that is the great talent of all o- 
ther. There isa {amchbintbat. Thus it was in the 
Hearhens cſiceme alſo: They acknowledged their 
fooliſh wiſdome in morall andnaturall P5:1oſophir, 
thcir greateſt excelencie- ; and therefore Plate 
thank'd God for three things ; that he was a man, 
an Athenian, and a Philoſopher, And Rem. 1.22. 
the Apoſtle mentions it as that cxcellencic they: 
did profeſſe. And Selomen,otall vanities fayes this 
is.the beſt yatiity, and that it exceeds folly, as light 
axh darkneſſe, Eccleſ. 2. But ſurcly much more is 
the ve of the Law, and of God, as we haveit 
revealcd to us ; this muſt needs be much more ex- 


ccllent.- 


 Y tit 
TT 


cellent. And fathe Jewes eftcemed theirs; as in 
this ſecond Chapter ofthe Romanes, the Apoſtle 
ſhewesalſo of them that they nraute their buaff of rhe 
Lay, and their fornet of knowledge of it, and apyr6- 
ving the things thut ave exctllews. Atd whint doe 
the rwogrext books ofthecrearures and the word, 
and al{'/meaneselſc ſerve for, burto increaſe know- 
ledge ? Iftherefore all rend ty this, this is chervche 
"ou mercic of allthe reſt, hh wen 
For ſecondly, God hath mtca'knowle h 

as an Rare 1 guide of epi all their Wayts, the —_—_— 
bring them to ſalvation and repentance, forts that guideof w men 

ads them, TCis that ſarne whanins, as the PHF. © 
ſopher call'd it +andrhereforethe Zaw;/RIM5.1/4; fins again bis 
iscomparcd toan Fband;(ſofarreas it is written Gud. 
m, or revealed in the heart) that as ah Hiwvband 
the guide of the wift in her youth lo is the Law tothe 
heart, And whereas beaſts are ruled by' 4 bit and 
bridle, God hee roles men by kttowledge.: And 
therefore if men be wicked , hotwithftanding this 
light, they muſt needs fine highly, ſceifig there is 
no other curbe for them, asthey are men, but this: 
if he will deale with thern as meti, thisis the  onely 
way ; and therefore if that will not doeit, itis ſup- 

dnothing will. 
It is kvowledge makes m was morphs a of fin; _—_ 

bexſts axe nor; Prokes the 
menbe wicked withally the more finne ovine £ & 
ceflarily be reckoned to them : ſoas God doth not 
ſimply looke'what mens aQiohs and afﬀfeRtions we, 
butchicfly what their knowledge is,attd accor 


] <th men more'or lefſe wicked. T may 
TS G2 luſtrate 
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luſtrate this by that compariſon, which I may al- 
lude unto; That as in Kingdomes, God meaſures out 
the wickedneſſe thercof,and ſo his puniſhments ac- 
cordingly , principally, by the | 9m goVer- 
nors to what theyarc, and what they doe ; 
asin the 5. of Ieremie, the 4. verſe it appeares ; 
where firſt God lookes upon the poore people, but, 
he excuſcth them, theſe are Galiſh, and know not the 
way of the Lord + and therefore God would have 
beenc moyed to ſpare the Kingdome , notwith- 
ſtanding their fins. But from them ar the 5. verſe 
hegoes toview the Rulers, I will get me to the gregt 
wen, for theſe have knowne the way of the Lord : and 
when he ſaw-that theſe had broken the bands, then, * 
how ſhall I pardon thee for this ? Sois it inhis judge. 
ment towards a particular man : when God lookes 
downe upon a man, and ſees him inhis courſes ex. 


cceding looſe, and wicked, hee lookes firſt upon 
thoſe rude affeions in him, which are uncleane, 


fane, debaucht, greedy of all wickedneſle ; Ay 
utia 


6s he, theſe are fooliſh of themſelyes, bur 
I will looke upon his underſtanding, and.upon the 
mperOe facultics, which-are the guides of theſs 

cRions,and ſcewhat they dictate to theſe unruly 
afletions, to reſtraine them : And when he findes 
thatthe guides themſelves arcenlightned, and have 
 knowne theway of the Lord, and thatthe will and the 
afceRions, though informed with much know- 
ledge, yet break all bands, then how ſhall I pardow 
thee 7 Thee, who art a knowing drunkard, and a 
knowingunclean perſon, 8&c,ſo as thusto fin,aggra- 
vtesand maketh ſi» owt of meaſure ſinfull, 


Now 


oa tia. tt a Aa 
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Now that knowledge and reaſon is a mans guide, 
will further appcare by. this: ' That even erroneous. 
knowledge doth put an obligation, a bond, and atye- 
upon aman : which can be in no other reſpe, bur. 
becauſe knowledge is appointed to be a: mans 
ouide. - Thus if a man thinkesa thing (whichis in it: 
ſclfe common and indifferent) to bea ſinne, and for- 
bidden, (as Row. 14. 4.) althoughthe Law forbids 
it not, yet#o him it is wncleane, though in Chreſt it is- 
»ot wncleane, that is, by the Zaw1of Chriff, For, 
this his knowledge and judgement 'of the thi 
hath ro hims the force of 4 Law : for it propoundsir 
to him as a Law, and «4 from God", which reaſon of 
his, God hath appointed as his immediate guide: and 


That knovw- 
led2eis ſo,pic 
ved , in that 
an erroneous 
conſcience 


bindeth, - 


the wilis ts follow nothing that is. evi#, which is 


repreſented to it, as evill 3: this is the Law of meere. 
zature inall conditions z therefore it a man ſhould 
doeanaGtion which is in it ſelf goed; if he thought 
itto becvill, be ſhould finne, and ſs 2 romtra, for. he 
g0cs againſt the diate of nature. Sothat errove- 
0% knavledge, though againſt the Law , is a law. 
70-me, though not. per ſe, yet per arcidens,; Now 
therefore ift0 goagainſt.afalle gat of conſcience 
be yet a finne, though it proves that the, comman- 
dement allowes the thing was done, and was for 
it, then togo againſt thetrue light ofthe Law,how 
fintfull isit.e 1 r=, 
Agpaine, thirdly,the knowledge of thelawbinds 


the perſon ſo much the more to obedience, byX 


how much the morc he knowes it : ſo as thoughit 


| "i 2 
=> 
bd 


oblig 10n ts 


would be afinne, when he knowes not the Law to. ot bes 


tranſgreſſcit, yet when he knoweSIt, it is >= 
© 
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finne. *Tis true indeed , that conſcience and the 
Lew,when they meet, make up but owe Law, nor 
two diſtiat Laws : and therefore in f1111ng 4x4inf 
know hedge, though aman doth not commit rwo-di- 
ſtin& finnes, yet the knowledge of it doth adde 2 
further degree of finfulnefle roit: As a cloarh is 
the ſame cloath when it iswhite, that it was when 
it mn with a ſcarlet dye ;yectthen it hath a dhe, 
atinxre given it, which is more worth than the 
cloath.: and ſo+when you finne, not knewing the 
Law. the fi is the fame for + "enquiries, Pros 
if you hadknownit ; yet thad knowledge dyes it, 
makes ita ſcarlet ſinne, as Eſay ſpeaks, farre greater 
and deeper" in demerit than-che finne it felfe : and 


scomein tho dofthis is, becauſe L awes then come robe 


mulged, 


when 4m force,” when they are promalged;and'made known: 


ſoas the worethcy arc promulged and knowne, the 
more is:the forceof their binding, and ſo the greater 


aexilt, Therefore Dewi 11.12. 3. 8. God ſtraj- 


tens the cords more, the binding force'of rhelayy 
_ - rears Ine, 0 whom he 
At | with majeſty romutga- 
ted: it, than' upon! their chilies, thouph = 
theirs alſo. Now ifall Gods Lawes, being made 
knowne to'Lddam, binde us, and are in force, and 
this when weknow:themnot ; then if we do know 
them, or might know them, they biride much 
more: and tl the: more-clearely wee know them, 


' the obligation increaſeth , and" the guilt infuing 


withit-: and the rather, becauſe now when wee 
cometo knowthern, theyar@ anewpromulged, in 
a way'of a poeuliar miercie;-wee having defaced 
"IF the 


—  — 
bias. ad 


the knawledge of them 1n: our fall. 
Faurthly, when the Zoaw, being kwowne, is bro- 4. 
ken, there is the more comempt caſt upon the Law, There is the 
and the Law-giver alſo ; and {Þ a higherdegrce c:auponihe 
of finning, And therefore Nambers 15.30. Hethet Lin. 
ſannes out of knowvieage, is {aid te reproach the Lord, 
and 50 defprſe the word. And ther $46! finning 
ainſt knowledge, Some! callcth it rebellion : and 
ough it were but ina ſmall thing, yet he parallels 
it with witchcraft, Soallao Job 24.33. they we ſaid 
zo rebell , when they fiawe againſt ight; becaulc 
xchellion 1s added to. diſobedience. : For know- 
is aN {et toſec the Law exeented, and 
led ; and makes God preſent to: the confei- 
Sctreerel ne qa oplay wkies 
orein fuming . men 
ſaid to finwe Pu 09796 of the Lovd hianſclife;now 
what wo pare eh ? { Frrmrr ulo 
P JO. rite ; | oO, 15 
ro, cf che ew of Cad Fefiad ho back : 10 as 
is nr OE this finning, which is -inno 
other, Y 
. Fiftly,the morc knowledge a man ſinnethagainſt, 
the more the will of the inner is diſcovered to be 18 fns agais 
for fiuze, as ſinne.. Now vaelantariuns oft regula or hn 
Acre wearing —_ , ner coſtck 
115 the fandar meaſure of ſinnes. T will, more . 
the ih finne : ſo much is cutoff, the leſſetho will ® Gs 
eloſeth with it ; at leaſt wiſe ſo-much is added, by 
how much the GO muy 3p poker 
iyheſt degree of {inning is expreſt to us by ſaning 
line, and this ber kavw lacey, Heb, 1 _ 
oue ; 
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though an ighorant man commirs the aQtas wil. 
lingly,as when asf perſccutedthe Church, yet he 
commits/it not conſidered 4 fine, till he hath the + 
knowledge of it : but then whenit is diſcovercd to 
be finne, andthe more clearcly it is fo diſcovered, 
the will may be ſaid to joyn with itas finne., There- 
fore the Apoſtle ſayes, Tohim that knowes 10 does 
well, 4nd doth it not, to him it's ſinne. Tames 4, 17. 
becauſe by his knowledge the __ repreſented 
as{inne z and ſo.he cloſerth withitthe more, under 
6 Sixtly,'inſ{inaning againſt knowledge , a man con- 
a finning 3- demons himſelfe ; but when out of ignorance meere- 
dhe a man 1)» DC Lav Oncly doth'condemne him; $0 Reow.2., 
ondermns him- 'T A ma having kuowlcage- in that wherein hee 
: Jjudgeth anather,he 40/067 140708 yr Rem.14. 
Now as ſelf-mewrder is the: higheſt degree of mur. 
der, and" an aggravation of it ; ſo-ſelf- condemning 
-mauft needs be reckoned. Vod tooke-itias-2 great 
advantage, over-him-that hid his talent; that ont of 
thine ewne month 1 will condempue thee; thes wicked 
er vant. 

Things ban- Thedorine being thus proved, Firſt, I will ex- 

oe ent> | " plaine, what it «40 fin againſt knowledge. 

aint know Sccondly; I will give the aggravetions of it, 

8 - Thirdly, E-will give 7ales to meſure ſinnes of 
— by!, and:the. grearneſſe of them in any 
act. IRA 30 [C45 S717 | 

'-- Laſtly, theuſcofgll., 


Forthe firſt; what it is to ſinae againſt know- 
7r% Firſt, to'explaine it , Ipremiſetheſe diftin- 


The 
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" Thefirſt diſtinction. - Thar it' is -0ne thing "to# 
ſinn&with knowledge; ahother thing againſt know- 


| There are many finnes doe” paſſe: from.a man 


with his knowledge, which yetarc not againſt know- 


ledge. Thisisto be obſerved: forthe:removall ofa. 


 ſcruple which may ariſe in:ſfome that are:godly; 
who elſe may be wounded with this -doQrine 
through a miſtake. 

A regenerate man is, and muſt needs be ſuppoſed 
guilty of wore knowne ſinnes,, than an wwregenerare 
man : and yet he commits fewer againſt knowledge; 
than he. Ks 0 

Furſt, I ſay, hee is guilty of more knowne ſinnes : 
For he takes notice of every {1nfull difpoſition that 
is ſtirring in him, cvery by-cnd, every contrariety 
unto holineſſe,” deadneſſe'to duty; reluftancie-to 
ſpirituall duties: and-when regenerated, beginneth 
to ſee and know mereevill by himſelfe, thaw ever 
he did before +he'feesasthe Apoſtle ſayes ofhim.- 
ſelfe, Rom.7.10,al coneupiſcence.: andthe holicra 
man is, the more he diſcernes and kttowes his fins': 
Soſayes the Apoftle, Rem. 7. 18. 1 know that in me 
dwels no good thing. And wer..21. '1finde. when'T 
world doe good, evill is preſent-with me.. And 23.7 
ſee another law. All theſe, he ſayes, heperceived 
and found daily in himfelfe :-and the more holy 


1.Wharit is 
mm gainſt 
nowic 
pI 
1. ime 
knowledge ard 
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known, than 
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that he grew, the more he ſaw them. -For-thepu- * 


rer and clearer the light of Gods Spirit ſhines-10-a 
man, the moreſinnes he-knowes: he will-ſce Tufts 
ſteaming up, flying-in his heart, like moates inthe 
ſun, or ſparkes out ofa furnace, which clſc he had 

H not 


F*® 


not ſcene : the clearer the ſun-beame is which is 
. letintothe hearty the more thou wilt:{ce then. 


But yetinthe ſecond place, Iadde, that never- 


 theleſſe he ſinnerdeſſeragarnſs knowledge» For then 


wee are properly ſaid to {umeagainſt knowledge, 
when wee doe take the fulfilling of a luſt, or the 
rformanceof} an outward action, adutie, or the 
ike, into deliberation and conſideration, and con- 
fider motives againſt the ſinne, or to the dutie, and 
et commit rhat ſinhne, yeeld to it, and nouriſh that 
ſtand omit thatdutic : Here now we finne not 
op with rpat a but againſt knowledge : be. 
cauſe knowledge ſtept in, and oppoſed us init, 


-/ comes'to-interrupt and preyent: us : but now in 

" thoſe fail 

wie gm ore mentioned, the: caſe is otherwiſe: 
, Þ r 


in dutie, and ſtirring of luſts in the re- 
ey are/rommitted indeed with knowledge, but 
riotagainſt it: For itis not in the power of know- 
eto prevent them for metu primo primi non 
- 4 gy z bur yerythough ſuch ſinnes 
will ariſe apaine and aguine; yet Taycsa good hearr, 
they maſt not think to paſſe a un ſeene : 
'Fherefore let not poore foules miſtgke me, as if I 
moant, throughout this diſcourſe, of all-fins which 
arg knowhc.to: be finnes, bur 1 meane ſuch» finnes 
as arecommiitted againſt knowledge that is,when 
khowledge comes and examines a'finne, in or be- 
forethe.commitrting of it;,bringsit ts the Law,con- 
teſtsagaihſt it/condentnes it, and yer a man appro- 
veth it, and 'conſenterhto it 5 when a dutie ahd.a 
fine are brought before knowledge, as Barrab es 
and Chriſt afore Pilate, 'and thy knowledge dorh 

| againe 
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againeand againe tell.thee ſlchiarfingo 19/2 great 
{inne, andought tobecrucified, andyetthbucry: 
eſt,let-itgoc ; andfo fortheduty, ittels thee again 
and againe it aughttoibe ſubmitted unto, 'and-yor 
thay emitteſt-it, 8nd commitrreſtthe1in, chooſe 
Barrabasrrather thanGbrift,elicioarciinges againſt 
knowledge: now ſuch fins againſt knowledg break 
3 Mans peace, and the! more conſideration before 
had, the marethe peace is broken, jo 
1 Thefecond diſtindtionis, thatmien finne agaigt 2. DiltinQion, 
knowledg, cither diret#ly,or collaterally :objettively, pions. - 
of cireumſtantially, > (CD ao 7 ther bfe#inaty 
Firſt diredly ;. whew knowledge tl (ſelfe is the © circunfieas 
thing menabuſe, or fight againſtz-bocommeththe 7"... 1 
object, the terminus, the butt ang market at ; this whar ic is to 
is tofin diretlyagaintknowledgoieielte, fin diredtly a> 
The ſecond way;collderatly\is,when knowledge For 2 
is but a circumftance iniourfinnes: fo/asthe pleaſure 2 
janet 9s (weknow tobea:fin) 1sthe think al- _ to firine 
at; & that our knowledge fi buei inbetween. pe ny" { 
to:hindcr us.init;” and he ont clotewith/le- tial onaly.”- 
ding;thoughwe dee know i 5 here knowledge isS'in- © _ 
dced:finned againſt, yet but col/areraty,andasa ftan-' - 
derby, but as a cixcumfſtance ondlythotarpiraca.” oO 
dens,concomitatiter, bd by the by,as 6ne that ſteps + ' © - 
in ta. part afray is ſmitten, for labouring to hinder © 
them iatbeir- fin, as theSodomites quarrelled with -- - » ">. 
9.2 they tare bork. $oundvin this -Chapter,and”” 4? 
therefore come: fitly within the c e of chis;, 22 
diſcourſe, 417th rho 14 7, "This diſtinfs 
_. Firſt, 'This' cofaterall-kinde of finning againſt ING | 
knowledge is mentionedin the 21. verſc,where he Chageer,” + 


H2 ſaics, 


. 


— - 
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ſais, They knew-God,, yet they glorified hinr nat: 
there knowledge is made-but'a circumſtance of 
thcir fianing; they ſinned againſt it but collarerally, 
But then that other kind of ſinning direRly againſt 
knowledge, is mentioned ver. 28. They liked not to 
retains God in their knowledge: thatis, they hated 
this knowledge it ſelfe,ſoas now they did-not one- 
ly love ſin, they knew to be (in, but alſo they loved 
notthe knowledge of it ; ſo that becauſe both are 
thus clearly inſtanced in,' wee will ſpeake of both 
morc largely... CURHA 1 , JI 

Sins dircAly Now finnes direly againſt knowledge it ſelfe 
Gu{t knowleds 170 many : Twill reduce theChicfe heads. of them 


reduced to two | 
Heads, into two branches: 2 i 


Firſt, imregard of 6 res 
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Secondly, in regardef others. 


x. 1aregardof - _ Firſt, in regardofour ſelves, five wayes we may 


—— ire thus ſin againſtknowledgeirſclte,.. 
en © J , Firſt, when weabuſe)knowledgo to helpeusts 
When we abuſe | finne :4s firſt; 0 lotandcontrive a lin; as Indies 
[1 popriecg w plotted to betray his Maſter; 'if hee could:convert. 
| ; ways. Mt; ſo thetcxtfayes, Aterk 14011; heewoutd 
2. Toplorend . doe itwilcly, ::and. thus thoſe that.came to intrap 
 comtrive fine. Chriſt with-tnoft:cunning queſtions; did finne;. and 
2. To colous thoſe who plot againſt the juſt. As Pal 197. 12. 

«> ox So ſccondly , when men uſethcir wifedoms to 
. Tocolour tellacunning-lye, to cover a fin 3 .as Plato: ſayes, 
Kay peetenc* | men, of knowledge, ſunt ad mendacia potentioresey 
+ -/ + 5k ſapiemtiores; whereas fooles;'though they would 
| - -+ <-> Tye, yet often tell truth ere they are aware. 

co atkGe,., | Bur alſo thirdly, when theyabuſe mbrallknow- 


wich... 1edge; which/yet; as wdriftetleſayespis- leaſtape 
216, | | te 


.& hinder-thenn fro fimn) 


for.el[e therewereno need, they 'w 
'plead ignorance, as 4b;melech did.. 


- 


to be (1am ſure ſhould leaſt be) abuſes, ſo as: to 
make a ſhew of good pretences to coyer theirfins, 
and diſſemblettiem; not onely by finding out ſome 
cunning artificiall colour,as Daviddid 1n the mat- 
ter of Yriah—'Chance of warre (ayes he) falls to 
all alike : butwhen menare ſo jmpudcntly;hypo. 
criticall, as ro make uſe of religious pretexts,; (as 
the Devill ſometimes doth) as Saul, who pretends 
to Sammel, 1 have done the will of the Lord: and 
when Samuel told him of the cattell, oh, fayes he, 
they are for 4 ſacrifice ; when God had expreſly 
commanded to kill themall, But this ſhift ſhifted 
him out of his Kingdome, Samuel pronounceth 


hima rebell in it, Rebellion is ſinne | RT ayers 
therefore he knew it. Thus alſo 1ezavel:coloured 


over the ſtoning of Nabeth withaſolemne faſt. So 
lads fiſheth for money with a charitable pretence,.- 
This might have beene ſold, and given to the pore. 
In fins” againſt knowledge, uſually the mind inde- 
vonry to Rnd orit a colour, and that provokes God 
morethan the ſinne,becauſe we gocabout to mock 
him.” We ſee men cannotendureaſhifr,much leſfe 
the All-knowing God, not to be mocked : and we 
ſecitis hard to convince ſuch an one; David was 
faine tobe brought to the rack, ere-he would con- 
feſſe, when he had-a ſhift and men doe ſecke ſuch 
ſhifts onely in- caſe of finning againſt conſcience: 


ould be ſure to ni. 


le& 
Secondly,when men negleR thegettingand ob- knowledgeths 
taining of knowledge,which knowledge might keep P85 Pref 


g, and might make them fgnning, &e- 


expert 


H3 


_ 
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OO In 
— 


—_—— 


expertin duties; This is as much as to fin againſt 
knowledge, although the fins be committed ur of 
ignorance : yet that ignorance being through their 
owne default, it comesalltoone : when it may be 
ſaid of men, as the Apoſtle doth of the Hebrewes, 
Chap.5.12. That for thetime they have had to learn, 
they might have beene teachers z, they had yet need be 
taught againe the ff principles, If a man had an 
Apprentice, who through negligence and want of 
heeding , and obſerving what hee daily ſees and 
hearesabout his trade, might bave got for his time 
much knowledge in his trade, whereby he might 
have ſaved his maſter much , which hee aow hath 
loſt him, and rid and pericQed much worke, hee 
daily ſpoiles him;ſ{uch careleſle blockiſh ignorance 
itis juſt for his maſter to corre him for, and to 
charge on him all that waſte and loſle, becauſe he 


"I — 


might have knowne howto bayedone better. And 

therefore even-they who th t ignorance in it 

ſeltc no ſin (wherein they < 4) yer thenegleR of 
it 


knowledgeuponthis very gro hey thought a 
great a xiwe it a be ſo Ges _ EX- 
cuſing ſinnes, asthat it gravate them. So 
herewe ſec thelc Gentiles ſhall nor-onely be rec- 
koned with forthe aftuall knowledge, they had 
attuned to, and-lunned againſt; but alſo for what 
they might bavchad., and have picked out of the 
creatures. 'Forio the Apoſtle bringsan this here in 
the 20.yerſe, that thepowerof God being clecrly 
{ceniathecreatures, they negleing to ſpell and 
reade it, fomuchknowodgas they mighthave got, 
God will reckon tothem, and aggravate theirſins 
by. [I's Thirdly, 


ll. 


"" 


Thirdly, which is yet much worſe, when men 3 
refuſe knowledge, that they may ſinne the more Mg les 
freely ; and doe ſtopthe eate, leſt they ſhould be that they may 
charmed: As when menareloath, and aftaid, and fn more freel 
dare not reade ſuch a booke asUiſcovers, or might 
diſcover that truth to them, the ſubmiſſion to 
which would prejudice them, and" this to the end 
that they may plead igtiorance oftheir ſinne. Thus 
alſo thoſe that aſſent not to truth when it comes in 
ſtrongly upon them, but ſeek to evade it. But2'Cor; 

14.38. when the Apoſtle had Ueerely diſcovered 

the truth in thoſe things controverted, fo as who 

ever was ſþirituall,or not fully blind, might ſce, and 
wouldacknowledge the truth : then he ſhuts up his 
diſcourſe about them, ver. 27. 1f any be ienorant, 

let him be ignorant : for it is wiltull, it & affefed ; 

hee __ it, avelſewhere, Revel. laſt, itis ſaid, 

He that is unjuſt, let him be « i ftill - that is, hee 

that will be unjuſt, and refuſeth 'to turne, let him 

goe on. This isagreat ſinne, for Gdd,; you ſee, 

gives ſuch a man over : one thatis but negleAfull, 

or dull of capacity, Ged will take paines with him, 

to teach him, and beare with him, as Chriſt did 

with his Diſciples : but if he be wilfully ignorant, 

hic lets him die it his ignorance, and yer will rec- 

kon with him, as if all his finnes ha beene com- 
mitted againſt knowledge , becauſe hee refuſed to 
know,  * | 

Thefoutth is to hate the light, and toendevour = 4 
to extinguiſh it. This is yet much worſe, when 5:9 barethe 


men hate the Word, and the Miniſters ofit, the —— m 


examples of Gods people, andthe light they yen ps 


= - 
* 
« 
A 
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with them (they ſhining 45 lights it 4 crooked gene- 
ratien,Phil.2.15 .and yet they hate theſc,as theeyes | 
doca torch in the night, and fly againſt the light,as 
batts doe, and as the Tewes did, 10h» 3.20.) This 
Chriſt ſayes is the great condemning {inne of all 0- 
thers. So theſe Gentiles put S#crates to death-for 
reproving ther. And thus men finne alſo, when 
they labour to extinguiſh the light in their owne 
conſciences , and. like not ts retaine God in their 
knowledge, verſe 28 but would ſtudic theart of for. 
pgetfulneſſe : When men haye put the candle out, 
and drawnethe curtaines, that they may ſinne, and 
ſleepe in ſin more freely and ſecurely. Thus thoſe 
alſo fin ina higher mealure, who have had a clcare 
conviction, that they ought to be thus ſtrict, and 
ought to ſanRikie the Lords day, and pray private- 
ly, but now have loſt this light, and think they 
need not be ſo ſtrit: when men continue not in 


whatthey were once Ch wredof as theApoſtle ſpeaks, 
2 Tim. 3. 14. theſe finne gun their knowledge, 


andarethe worſt of ſuch finners: and this eſtate 
Ariſtotle himſelte makes ftatum maligni; the ftate 
of 4 wicked one, namely, when the ſparkes of light 
are qt pi or hated. Forwhen any mans /:ght 
# loſt and turned into darkneſſe by finning, then, as 
Chriſt ſayes, how great is that derkneſſ ? When 
good lawesare not onely not enacted and embra- 
ccd, but repealed alſo, (it is jo gn ſimllitude 

to diſtinguiſh an incontinent perſon, and a wicked 
man) this is an high kind of finning : Se of theſe 
Gentiles it is ſaid, #heir fooliſh heart was darkned ; 
they had cxtinguiſht ſome of that light God gave 


them, 


them. As ſome drink away their wits, ſo ſome ſin 
away their conſciences ; and thus by degrees, they 
firſt finne away the light of the word they had, as 
they in Tude, who were religious once, and then 


they quench even that little ſparke of nature that 


is left. Alſo verſe 10, corrupting themſelves in 
what they know naturally. = : SARI 4 
Fiftly, Men finne againſt knowledge yet worſe, 
whenthey hold opinion againſt their knowledge;; 
So many are ſaid rodee, in'r Tim. 2. he forctels 
they ſhould c lyes in Hyporyiſie , andinvent 
lyes that ſhould have a pretence ofholineſſe; which 
ny know to be a lye, or cle they ſhould not be 
ſaid to ſpeake lyes in hypocrifie ; but they doe itto 
maintaine their henour and greatneſſe, which muſt 
downe, if their doarine proye falſe : and thotigh 
many aregivenup tobeleeve their lyes,2 Theſ.2.11, 
asSa puniſhment of their not loving the trwth; yet 
others of them ſhalt know they arc lies, and yet 
vent _— _—_— __ grow 
opinion to the times and wayesof preferment, an 
their depcndances on Gredrvnes or to maintaine 
and uphold a faction, orout of pride, having broa- 
chedanerfor, maintaineit, though the ing out 
that onetile doth untile all-the houſe. Theſe are the 
two cauſes given of perverting thetruth, 1 77.6, 
4,5. hamely, pride and.covetouſneſſe, and ſuppoſing 
gaine weſſe, and fo faſhioning their religion 
accordingly : when men are Knights of the poſt, 
that will write or ſpeak any thing, whereby they 
may get gaine and preferment. : 


I © Secondly; 


conl(cicnccs. 


[ 
Vhen men 
hoJd opinions 
againſt their 


* 


Menfiad. Secendly, men {inagainſt knowledge in regard 
#) of others. - Fi 
elfe in reſpeR Firſt, by concealing it : the Apoſtle indeed ſayes 


feerr, inacertaine calc, Haſt thou knowledge ? keepe it to 
I 


thy (clfe. He ſpeakes it of opinions, or prattices a- 
<0 wag : wh Ao [oifferent, which might ſcandalize 
the weake ; but if thou haſt knowledge , which 
may edifie thy brother, thou oughteſt ro commu. 
nicatcit. Socrates, knowing there was but one God, 
ſaid,in his Apologic for his life,thatif they would 
ivehim life, upon condition to keep that truth to 
Fimaſelte, and not to teach itto others, hee would 
not accept life upon ſuch a condition : and I re- 
member he expreſlcth his reſolution in words ve- 
ry nigh the ſatne words the epoftles uſed, 17s 
4. 20: whether. is be better to obey Goal than men, 
Judge Jour and, we cavn0r but teach the things wee 
ave heard and ſcene, ſayes Chiiſt « for knowledge 
1sa thing will boyle within a rilan forvent,and can- 
not be itiptiſoned.21It is: ightiand rhe'end why 
light wasmade, wasto be ſetuptogive light, And 
briſt argues from A abſurdity to put 2 + _. 
light under a buſhell, which may give lightro-all | 
the houſe z Haſt chow kriowledge vf God une of * 
his ayes, thou cahſt nt bur ſpeake -(iF-wirhiall 
thou haſt bur@.goodheart)to all in the fatnilic)t6 - 
thy witcin thy boſome, &c. God ook it forgram 
ted, that 4braham would teach: his\childfren what 
he ſhould know-from him: Thefame diſpoſition is 


z 
| Men enderour 1nall the childrenof Abraham.- 
* to ſuppreſle - 


' knowledgein , OCcOndly > when men efdeavour-to ſupprefſe 
WM: oukers, knowledge. Asthe Phariſees, they kept the keyes of 
[1 7 ; it: 


—_— 


it in their hands, and would not qpen the treafures 
of it themſelyes, nor let others doe it neither. So 
they (LAs 4.16.) could not deny but a great mira- 
cle was done bythe Apoſtles Clay themlſclycs) but 
that it firead no further, let us threaten them, and 
charge them, that they (ieqke no more in his name_.. 
And this they did againſttheir conſciencesby their 
owne profeſſion, we canuet deny it: 25 if they had 
ſaid, if wee could we would, but it was too mani- 
feſt it was the truth, So when Maſters keep their 
ſervants from the nacanes of knowledge, they arc 
thus guilty. | 
Thirdly , when wee would make others finge "Rr. 
ainſt their conſciences. The Phariſes, when the hen men go 
blind man wouldnot oy they ſaid,they caſt him others Gane a» 
out ; they would hayehad him ſay that Chriſt was gainkt their | 


4 ſinner, when through the ſmall lighthe had, hee . 
judged it wdemcanmd, that a ſinner ſhould not 


doo ſuch a miracle, as was never done fince the 
world began, And ſo 1ezabelmade the Judges,and 
witneſſes fſinne againſt conſcicnce.in accuſing Ns- 
both : and ſo ſome of the Gentiles,that would hold 
correſpendencie with the Jewes, would have con- 
ſtrained the Galsthions to be circuinciſed, Gal.s, 
12. Thoſe thatknew that circumciſion was to be-- 
aboliſht, yet they would perſwade them to it by a 
clubb argument ; drawn from avoiding perſccuti-- 
. On, not from evidence of the Truth, or by zeaſons- 
that might convince them, and their conſciences: * 
therforec he ſayecs, they conflrained thz.The perſwa- 
ders might has glory, as having their cauſe and 
ſide ſtrengthened , butthey wannelittle emily 
I 2 their 
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their cauſe by it ; for as the perſwadersarguments 
were ſuited to fleſh, ſo the others yeelding was one 
of fleſh,and'ſo they glory in your fieſh and weakneſſe, 
ſayes he ; as the Papiſts urged Cranmer , not by 
arguments, but threats: and promiſes to recant ; 
this 1s the greateſt cruelty intheworld, to have a 
man maurder- himſelfe, ſtab his-conſcience. To 
offend a weak conſcience is.a finne, if but paſſively, 
whenthou doſt ſomething-before his face, which 
his conſcience is againſt : but If thoumakeſt him 
wound his own conſcience, and to doe an at him- 
ſelfe, which his owne conſcience is againſt, it is 
much worſe : asif thou beeſta Maſter, and haſt a 
<3 ſervant who pleadeth conſcience, that hee cannot 
, lye for thy advantage inthy ſhop, or who will not 
| oc unlawfult bufinefſes on the Sabbath day, and 
| Pleads conſcience, wilt thou ſmite him and whip 

him? Ged will 'ſmite thee, thou whited wall. How 

dareſt thou ſmite him, andſo cauſe him to doethat 

for which;God will whip-him worſer 2 Shew mer. 

cy tothoſe underyou, enforme their conſciences, 


2. Generall _— them-not,you may hap to break the wards if 
Branch * -You doe. | | 
Sias commit- 


red collateratly - * Now-for ſinnes committed" collaterally, or per 


or circumſtan- "M0dum cirrumftantie (that 1/may fo expreſſe it) 
ns F+ mg againſt knowkdgc, they aredone-either whien par 


| Jtis done, ticularacts of finneare committed, and duties omit- 


© pe} ted, againſt light and knowledge; and fo the 


fiagivg,or O21MtS may anddoe often finne againſt knowledge. 
2.1n continuing -Or, 


in an cftate of "Wa 
hes eantnk Secondly, inregard of a knowne eſtate of ſinne, 


knowledze, and impenitencie perliſtedin ; when men continue, 
| and. 


4 
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and goe on inſ{ucha ſtateagainit conviction ofcon- 
ſcience, -thar ſuch is theireftates..10 11, - * Kea 
For the firſt, becauſe particularaQs of fin com. Particularir 

mitted againſt knowledgearc infinite , and there 9-0 on 
will be no cnd. of inſtancing-19 particulars, there- a aiftinaic 
fore I will.not infiſt :: Onelyin briefe this diftinRi- is given conc 
on concerning ſuch as may be obſerved, and the Sm 
obſcrvation of 'it maybeuſefull : That ſeme as 

of ſinnes againſt knowledge, are meercly tranſient : 

thatis, are done and at.once. And.though 

the guilt of themis eternall; yet the extent of the 

aQ is tiniſhed with the commuting it, and reacheth 

no further : as a vainc oath, breachrof the Sabbath, tr. Sowe finne 
&c. whichads cannot be repealed, though they ==e wanker 
may be. repented of. But others there are, whic 
though the'at may be- but : once outwardly and 
profeſſedly done, yet have an habituall and conti. ,, $gme ms 
nued permanency,life, & ſubſiſtence given it, ſuch permancar an 
as thatuntill a manidoth recall them, hee may be ©2\nucoun 
ſaid.continuatly to-rcnew thoſe ads, and every day pur once con 
to be guilty 6f them; and to maintaincirt,and ſo ha. mitted. 
bituallyzo c6mit them. AS'it is with Laws, which 
though made but once;'are yet continued ats of 

the State, whileſtthey ſtand in force unrepealed:ſo 

is itinſome fins. For inſtance, when a man doth . 
take goods from his neighbour unjuſtly, the aQin. 

decd 1s donebutonce : bur till hee.reſtores them, 

he maybe ſaid to ſtcale them ; every day, every 
houre, he continuesto doe it habitually.z Soa man 
having ſubſcribed to falſhood, or recanted the 

truth publiquely, the a, though done: bur-once, 


yetuntill a retraRation be ſome wayes made, hee 
I 3 continues: 
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kichare of continuesthat act, and ſo is daily anew guilty of it. 
| ochermoſt © if a tnan ſhould marry one, whem it is unlaw- 
nmit,yehen full forhim to , (as Herod did) though that 
aink knon- fjnfyll aR of eſpouſals; whereby they centred into 
Hol it, was ſoon di rare ry divorce, he lives in 
2 continuall fin. And ſuch as (of this latter ſort I 
meanc) againſt knowledge arc moſt dangerous to 
commit;becauſeto continuethus in them, though 
but oncc baron 96 ey eſtate; and 
therefore men find, when they cometo repent, the 

reateſt ſnare, and trouble , and difficulty inſuch 
Lindof ſins ; to extricate*themſelyes out of them 
by a mcetand true repentance. 

Butas concerning the firſt branch of this diſtin- 
Qtion, namely, of particulatiaQscommaitted againſt 
knowledge ; befides "this laſt diſtinQtien: bricfly 
touched ; I will anon give you ſeverall aggrava- 
tions and rules whereby to meaſure the ſinfulneſſe 
that isin ſuch atsfo commirted: but in the meane 
time the ſecond branch of this fertmer diſtintion 
muft be infiſted upon; and therefore T will bring in 
theſe 1ons and rules which concerne par- 

txcularads, as diſtintheads; after I have briefly 
ſpokento this other, which is, That-'; 
2. Going on in ' Secondly, thoſc ftgne againſt knowledge, who 
a finfulleftac* por on in ancſiate of finand i Itencic, which 
lie. theyknowto bedamnable : As Pharaoh, Exod. 9. 
| 27. whoconfeſt thathe and his people were wic- 
ked, and yct hardned himſelfe infinne moſt. dange- 
Toufly : and yer three ſorts of men may apparently 
Three forrs of be convinced thusto lia. | 
W men chus fn: Firſt, thoſecharkeep out, andwith-draw _ 
| CLVES 


ſelves ſhow ies Chrift w Mm and 
the feare ofhis-name,out of ſhame br feare of min, 
or loſſe of preferment , or the like worldly ends; 


_ = or 


when yerthey are convinced thift they are Gods _ Chriſt 


waycs, and ought to beprofeſſedh —_ I doe ge 
not ſay; that all, who-doeenotc 
Chriſt,andrthar doenot joyne t cg —_ his 
people, that they goe on Knowledge ;/fot 
many are jgnorant, and miſtik@ about them : but 
when men are convinced ofthiettith, and neceffity 
of p —_ and confefing © it even #nto ſalvation, 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Row. $e)and yet out of feay, 
or ſhame Joy All on the fide, drawi 
their hornes all together. Theſogveon inane 
of i jd ep par againſt know put all theſe 
and it muſt needs applets 5 held as 
Soy when they are convinced that this is the 
truth; "and rhat ionandrtiepower of religion 
isvnely to'befound itt ſuch wayes/ahd men” "and 
Secondly, that theſe ure tobe'priiced and pto. 
feſſed, and yet Thirdly, out'of ſhame, &c. keel 
ſtill aloofe off, and we 0114.contrary way; 


rouſt needs know; har they on ge res? 
'This was' the" 


; a ain ite inoviige. 
w=_ therefore finned 


hy hl N bdleeved, ares were convinced, that 
the Meſſiah + arid fothen tb beconfelt, 
and followed, arkdt6 be clexyed tero:andthenalſo 
they muſt needs know ; that liis followers oticly 
were the Children of God © Yet'10h. 12: X wi it 1s 
ſaid, though rhey'thiis beleewed on hins,yet | rey 
mot conf e him for feare of the Tewts), Ni of t 


Phariſes, 


- ”” 
44 F , \ 4 
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Pharlfes, and of being put out of the rar 4 At 
0 {ever ſu 


the latter day, Chr Fall not ne 
from thereft, as hee will docthe ſheepe from the 
goats; for they willingly remaine all their dayes 
amongſt them, whom they know to be goats, and 
refuſe the: company 7 fould ,'and food, and 
marks of the , 7 hich they know to-be ſuch : 

they may apologize,and make fair with the Saints, 

that their hearts Ie with them, but they will be 
rankt at the day ctgadgement, ,as here they ranked 
themſclyes, with x kers of iniquity. Of theſe 


doth the Pſalmiſt ſpgake, op that turne afide 
their exuked wayes,1 p/bal the Lord leavewith t 
workers of iniquity 
' Thoſcalſothus ſinge, andareto be jo yned with 


" conviaced of thetruth/herein,” that thus —_ 


theſe, who knowthe'tearms and con iron of ſal- 
vation, and how they muſt part with all for Chriſt, 
__ yet will not ome tothe price; ſuch doc. goc 
Gerately on again? knowledge in a 'bad cſtate 
a dec judge themſelves _——_— of ernaſ 
mary inthe Goſpcll, he was 


Thus the yo 
cllall, andthat was the condi- 


err that he wut 
tion, and hec knew heaven was worth it, and was 


to doc, for he went away forrewful : now if 

not knowne that he went away without happineſſe, 
henceded not bavebeene ſorrowfull at all ; buthe 
ew.the bargaine c of 4alvation was not feuck up, 
and likewiſe whatit ſtuck at, and yer ſtilÞ reſted 1n 
hisformer condition; and choſe rather to enjoy his 


many, poſſeſſions : This-man now: went on in his 
Qarvagainſtka OED vo -y 


owle 
WC Secondly, 


'Secondly,as alſo thoſe whoupon'theſame or like == _ 
ground defer their repentance, theſegoon in a bad wy = 
cſtate , and'muſt needs'know-theydoe.fo;' for in "oY 
that they promiſe to repent hereafter,” and'rake 1 
purpoſesto dee it, when they have gone on alitele 
while longer, toadde drunkenneſſe to thirſt, they 
doe thereby profeſſe thatthere isa work of grace, 
which they muſt attaineto, ere they can ben'the 
ſtate of grace: for they would not promiſe ſo much 
hereafter , but that they. know not how, withour 
ſuch a work, they ſhouldbe ſaved. Whileſt there. 
fore ſuch fhall' reſt withour preſent endeyouring 
after it, ſo long theyare judgedinthemſclves to be 
ina badeſtateat preſent. When men know the cur» 
ſesdue to their preſent" eſtate, 'and yet ſay as hee, 
Dent.29.19.1 will goe on inthe way of my heart, and 
ſhall have peace afterward.” This man finnes 'moſt 
highly,and therefore Gods wrath ſmoakes againſt 
that man, and he ſayes of him, that he will not be_> 
mercifulltohing, in that place, ' ag-4, 

Thirdly, ſunkand broken profeſſors, ſuch can- | 
not but goe on in a bad eſtate againſt knowledge, Apoſtare pro- 
when cither men are falnefrom the praQtice and {© goeon, 
profeſſion. of what is good , -which® once they finning agai 
thought neceffarie to ion; orwhenthey con. k0n 
timic to hold forth their protcfhon in Hyporriſie_. 

Thoſe that have eſcaped: the peliations of the 'world, 
through the knowledge of Teſws Chriſt, but are-retur- 
ned to their yomitagaine, ſome oftheſe are ingeni- 
ous,and acknowledge both themſelves faln,&their 
preſcnt'eſtate moſt miſerable, and yet goe orin it; 

- and ſuch aretobe pittyed,butyet are in a moſt dan- 

ID | K gCrous 


& -& os 


gerous condition. Saut when he was fallen away, 
yet had this ingenuity a while left, hee deſired Sa. 
muel to pray to his God for him, and told David, 
that he was more righteous than he ; yet ſtill went 
on in his courſes, and in the <nd- (as ſome have 
thought) ſinned againſtthe Holy Ghof, 

But others there are, whothough they be fallen 
from all the inward, powerfull and ſecret perfor. 
mance of duties they once did practice, and from 
all conſcience of ſinning, yet retain their profeſſion 
which they know to be buran out-fide : theſe of all 
others gge on againſt knowledge : and Rev.22.15. 
they arc ſaid ##mwakeathe ; not onely to zell a —ye in 
words, but towmake 4 lye in deeds. Now a lye isa fin 
of all others moſt againſt knowledge, and indeed 
againſt a double knowledge, both fad andjars : 
& ſo.isthis. 1. T hat they proteſſe themſelves tobe 
that they know they arc not.. 2. That they will 
notendeyourafter that ſtatethey know they ought 
to, get into, ifever ſaved. This1s the condition of 
many, whobeing convinced of the power of reli- 
$10n, have launched forth into a! profcfſion, and 

oyſt up ſail, but now thettyde is fallen, the ſpirit 
withdrawne, the-conſcienceof finne ag Ky pu 
them ; yet fortheir credit fake fill bearetheir ſails 
up aShighas eyer: eyenas many Merchants doe; 
who we ans in cons a faire ſhew, 
yea will ſceme richer than ordinary, b chaſm 
lands, 8&c. Sucha profeſſor was la, Toe beats 
{crioufly,and thought to havegoneto heaven, and 
was earneſt in good: duties at firſt: asthey alſo, 
PU a. 18, they really , or ww» efcaped the pollu- 
tions 


. 


but in the end 1#das became a groſſe hypocrive, one 
that pretended the poore, when) he loyedthe bag z 
and on the ſudden betrayed his Maſter, when' yet 
the Diſciples knew it nor, ſuſpeRed 7nd as lirtle 
as themſelves; and rhe endofthoſe alfo, in that 
fore-named place; is faid to be worſe than their be. 
ginning. Now becauſe ſuch finne ſo highly againſt 
knowledge, therefore their puniſhment is made the 
regula of all other wicked metis; aswhenit is ſaid, 
that other ſinners ſhall have their portion with Hyps- 
crizes - as the wicked Angels puniſhment is made 
the meaſure of mens : Goe ye curſed ints the fire pre- 
pared for the Devill and his Angels: ſoamong men, 
ſuch groſſe Hypocrites, their puniſhment is made 
the rule, and ſo the chiefe of all kind oftorments, 
which ſinners of the ſonnes of menfhall under- 
Soc 2 FH : 


o on ina ſtate of impenitencie againſt knowledge : 
this is 4 high kinds of ſinning', and of all Tha 
moſt deſperate, and doth argue more hardnefſe of 
heart, and deſþiſong the riches of Gods goodneſſe. Fort 
if, as inthe Row.2.4. to go oninfinne, whena man 
[ knowes net, that is, confiders notthat Gods mercy = 
leads him to repentance, is made the ſigne and effe f 
« very hard heart , treaſuring up wrath,then 
more, when thouknoweſt and confidereſt thou art 
in an impenitent condition, and haſt many motions - 
leading thee to repentance, is thy heart thento be 
acconnted hard 2 Whena man commits a particu- 


lar a avainſt knowledge. he haply and uſually Mill 
"E wY K T F Ginks 


trons of the world, through the knowledge of Chriſt: © 


:Now let mee ſpeake a word. to'all fuch as thus Applicxion- - 


T © woo 


thinks his eſtate may be good, and that he ſhall not 
loſe God utterly, gr hazardthe loſlc of him ; one. 
ly his ſpirit, being at-preſent empty of commu. 
nion with him, he ſteales out to ſome ſtolne plea. 
ſure : but when a man knowes his eſtate; bad, and 
that he is without God inthe world, and yet gocs on, 
he doth hercby caſt away the Zord, and profefleth 
he caresnot for. him, or that communion- which 
is to be had by him, as Eſau did his birth-righr. 
David, though he-deſpiſed the Lord, yet hee 
did notcaſt away the Lord, as Saul did : for Sal 
ventured utterly to loſc him , knowing his eſtate 
naught. . David, when hee ſinned, thought Gods 
cternall favour would till continue,though for.the 
preſent he might loſe the ſenſe of it. Bur whena 
man goes! on ina ſtate of ſinning; he ventures the 
lofſe, of Gods eternall love , and lights it , gnd 
knowes he doth ſo : when a man knowes that he 1s 


. condemyued already,as being impenitent, atid thatall 


his cternall; eſtate lyes upon the non-payment of 


. ſuch duties of repentance, &c. andthat the guilt 


2. Head: Rules 
whereby vo cſti« 
mare finnes 
againſt know- 
ledge. 


of all his {innes will come. in upon him, ard thar an 
EXecutzon is out, and.yet gaes 0n,this is more than 
tocommit oneaGt againſt knowledpe, whereby he 
thinks he brings upon himſclf bur the guilt of that 
one finne ; and upon the committing of which, he 
thuaks not the morgage of all-lyes,. though it de. 
ſerves itz herein men ſhew themſelves more. de- 
ſperate. | 

Inthe next place, I cometo thoſe rules, whereby 
you may meaſure and el imate __finning againſt know- 
leage, inany particular atofiinning'; and they are 


enher 


"Y oO >, 


ſinne thou; didſt conimir,;the-more:thoudthrichh 
againſt conſcience in it : when asiri Rem. 1,9/t; They, 
knowing ({ayes the £Apoſte) that thoſe that commiit 
ſuch things, areworthy of deash : that is; thoucens 
ſidere&tthat Helland D awpation is the iffug and;des 
{crt of jt, and yet commirteſt it ,3. yea and this whe 
haply,hell firg at preſent flaſheth in thy face,- and 
yet thou goeſt 60 to doe it,-in thiscaſe monarcaid 
to chooſe death, and lave'it; Prove3:.462 Whene 
man confiders; that the wayta the whoxehttouſe ure 
the wayes to death (as Solomon ſpeaks) Soawihenthou 
a-proteſſorconfidereſt with thy iclfe; b by 

ſipne will prove ſcandalous, and undoet 
me for ſervice; .caſt:mee out.of the hrarts.ofpaod 
men, and yetdaſtir.., Thus that; fooliſh\King was 


t9ld againcand againe, Ter. 38, 19,18; 194 thatrif 
he would yseldrothe King of Babel, he ſhould-lave 


his-life, and City and-Kingdome,.and live. there 
ſtill; but if hee woyld not, heſhould not eſcaps: 
but as Jeremie'rold him, verſe 23, Thou ſbalk cauſe, 
this City 20.be bunmt with þ oyethe would nothear. 
ken: Th ivhe wordef the Lord ({ayes Teremie,)and 
heknew ittobe ſo';zand yet being a weake Prince; 
led by his Nobles, he would not follow his: Goun- 


ſell: and .thus iwdes- fully knew the ifſae;; Chriſt 


had ſaid fine and againe, HR be 10 him by how 
| 3 


Of two forts 


cither before the ſine, Or in finxing-<thyze ok either, x 
whichTI make a fecond head, to explaine this dov _ 
Rrine by. *// ls ail nog gt 4/3 1:6 
Firſt, before. | TA $S7oom' B25! ,a99r0 _ 9 rule 
Thefirſt rule is, The more:thou kneweſts an& nn canfge 
didſt- conſider the. ifſiies and copkequents: 6bthag t* ifues an 
coniequents 


a ane, 


a 
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Rule, The - 
ore conſulta« 
>n8 and dc- 


ez before. 


"the Sowne ze of an i beret, and yet went on to 


doe it. 

The Gros alin, the more conſultations, de- 
bates, and motives againſt it, did runne through 
thee before thoudidſt ir; ſo much the greater and 
mote hainous. How often did mercy come in, and 


tell thee, that if thou Tookeſt for any hope or pare 


in it, thou ſhouldeſt 'not doe ſuch an evill « how 
often camethat in, Shall 1 doe1his, and ſinne againſt 
God ? (did any Sctipture come ity to reſtifie againſt 
thee in the nick * did-God ſend in the remem- 
branceof ſuch a mercie paſt; to perſwade thee; or 
ſome mercies to come,which thou CR_ vpon 
bim for © That which made 'Spire's ine ſogrear, 


was ſuch debates-25 theſe before : and this. made 
Dari finne; in caſtine'Paxrelinto the Lions den, 
ſogreat ;' hiedebated itwith himſelfe, Day. 6.14. 


he was ſore difpleaſed with himfelfe, and laboured 
tothe goin eoftheſunne'to deliverhim ; he 
ronfideredthathe was as his right hand in all the 
affaires of his Kitgdotne , and-a-man entrax 

meerely for his conſcience, and that to put him to 
death wasto ſacrifie him ro their malice ; he knew 
himto'be holy, and-wiſe, worth” all the men that 
foughr after his life, and yet yeclded ; theſe confi- 
derations troubled Kita afore, and alſo after ; info- 
much as he conldnot flecp forthem, ver 18: Now 
becauſethat every [och conſultation ſhould ſet an 
inipreſſionupot theheart , and countermand the 
motions offt , whenithereforethou doſt it, maugre 
all ich debmesand motives tothe contrary, thisis 
much wp; knowhedg,and very heynons;'There- 


fore 
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fore the Phariſes, Luke 7.30; are ſaid to haverrje. 
Hed the connſell of God, us jours, in Oragainſt them: 
felves: che words will beare either: 1s #hemſelves, 
becauſe they knew ir, and tooke it into-contidera- 
tion, and yet rejected it :and againff chemſelves,be- 
caule it was their deftrution< +4 * 11 1 | 
The third rule is, that-the-rhoge confirmations 3: Rl T 
any manhath had of the knowledge of thatwhich rice and war 
he ſinneth in, and teſtimogies againſt it, the greg- nings again 
ter ſinne againſt knowledgeitis : when a man hath _ 
hada cloud of witacſics 1nhisobſervation againſt 
a particular firme, and yet-dothvit, and gocs 6n'jn 
it, it is the more fearfull. To goe onagainſ thar 
one witneſſc, the bare light and grudging of natu- 
rall conſcicnceenely, is not ſomuch 5 bur-whey: jt 
is farther confirmed”, and: backed by'the-word 
written, which a man hathread, and with teſtimo- 


-/ 


———— — — 
whercin againe inc in reading of it, Aa 
; condemned, and 


practice is conde obſerves itzand then 
alſo bearcs it reprovedinSermbns,and of all fines 
cle, heares m private.conference that ſinne ſpoken 
againſt alſo ; yea hath in his eye many examples of 
others ſfinning her -> as or amid oper 
puniſhed, y - himaſe et tofin aga! 
all rheſe {que Hrporievin Somerimes God 
orders things ſo, asafinneis made a great finne, by 
ſuch farewarnings ;'ſo-he contrived circumſtances 
that ivdas finned a great (inne 5 for Iuder knew be- 
fore that Chriſt was the Saviour of the world ; he 
knew itby all themiracles he had ſcene, asalſo by 
hisgracious words and converſe; and he profeſſed 
as 


of 
& 
wm -__ 


as much 'in following of him ; and he had the writ: 
ten wordagainſt-it,'Thew ſhalt. not murdey the inns. 
cent. But-yet further, God to aggravate his finue 
to the higheſt, orders 1t ſo, that Chr; ſhould tell 
him of it when he wasto goe about it, pronounceth 
a woe to him, Tohp 22:22; that it had beene good for 
' that man that he had meverbeene borne. Mari14.21. 
and the Diſciplesthey were: forrowtull at Chris 
ſpcech ; when hee ſuſpe@ed one of them ; and 
ewed an abominationand deteſtation of ſuch a 
fac, there wasa/Juricofclevewmen, zy'ca witneſſes 
aainſbir; yea atid:Jad againſt hiralclfe, he asked 
if it werehe ;yeaandiChrift gave him a fop, and 
told him, thou haſt ſaid it, and doe what thou doeſt 
quickly: whicheven then might argue to his con- 
ſcience; thathe was God; andſcarched and: knew 
his heart, and-yct hee went outand did it immedi- 
ately ; How did hee finne agaioſt the haire,as wee 
ſpeak, and-how:did alltheſe circumſtances aggra- 
wvalc ia? 2oy is) do bao board bag tt nfo 
But yet a morcelcare*cvidence of this is thatin- 
ſtance of Pilate; whom | God many wayes would 
have ſtopt in hisfinae ofcondemning Chrift, who 
cxamioing bim befogerhe Fhariſes, he could: finde 
no fault with-him,: as-coficerning thoſe- things 
whercot they;acTuſed him, Luke 23.14.and yet to 
allay theirmalice;unjuſtly {courged him, werſe 1 6: 
And:turther, wheo:he fent him to Herod, as bei 
willing to. 1:d. his 0wnethands of him, Herod allo 


found'nothing wortliy.of death in him, verſer5., 
| Which waSanother witneſſe, might have confirmed 
him concerning Ghriſts 4anogencie. /Y.ca yet = 

| cacr, 


— 
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they,that the fatmightbe more aggravated,amoſt 

notorious murtherers life muft be'put intothe ſcale 

with Chriſftr, and either the one or the other con- 

demned : and whenthe people yet choſe Barrabes, 

why(ſayes Pilate)what evill hath he done2wey.22. 

then he diſtinaly knew and confidered,that he was 

delivered up through envie: Yea and when hee 

was upon the bench , and ready to pronounce ſen- 

tence,as it were, God admoniſht him by his owne 

wite, Mat.27.19. whom God himſclte had ad- 

moniſhed in'a dreame, ſheſending him word ſhee 

had ſuffered many things byreaſon of him that night, 

and therefore have nothing (ayes ſheeY to doe with 

that juſt man : yea he himſelfe,when he condemas 

him, waſheth his hands. And thus it falls out in 

—_ ſinfull buſinefſes which men are about, that 

God oftenand many ſeverall wayes would knock 

them off, and ſtops them intheir way, as hee did 

Balaam ; reproves them;as he did him by adumbe 

Aſſe, 2 Pet. 2. 16. ſo there by ſome ſilent paſſage 

of providence , and not onely fs, but by his Spirit 

Aſo ſtanding in their way , with the threatmungs 

ready drawne and brandifhrt againſt them, as the 

Angell did witha drawne ſword againſt Balaaw, _ 

and yet they goe on;this is fearfull. a 
There are 3. Rulesalſo, whereby the finfulgeſſe gineft offuch 

of fin, as it is againſt knowledge, may be meaſured, as i fin. | 

from what may be obſerved Inthead : as —_— 
Firſt , the leſle paſſion, or inward violence or Theleſi pag: 

temptation to aſfinne committedagainſt knowledg, onor ramprath- 

the greater ſ{inne againſt knowledge it is argued to pert" ore at 

be : Forthen the knowledge isthe clearer, paſſion my nas 

Or 


% 
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or temptation being as a miſt. But then to {inne, 
whena/man is notin paſſion, is to tumble at noon- 
day, - Fos as drunkenneſſe takes away reaſon, fo 
doth paſſion (which is a ſhortdrunkennefle) cloud 
and miſt a mans knowledge,” And fo Ldriftetle, 
compares the knowledge of-an 1ncontinent perſon, 
tothe knowledge ofone that'ts drunk, Whon Ptrey 
denied his Maſter, though hee had warning of it 
before, and fo it was againſt knowledge, and ir 
was by lying,and ſwearing,and forſwearing, which 
are finnes of all other moſt directly againit know- 
ledge , yet he was taken unexpectedly ; and when 
that which mightſtir up feareto the utmoſt ih him, 
was in his view; for' hee was'thenin the; Judge. 
mentHall, where his' Maſter, juſt betore his face, 
was arraigned for his life5and he thought he might 
alſo have preſently been-brought rothebarre with 
him, [he had beene diſcovered to have been his 
Diſciple 3 ſoas his paſſen being-up, his foule was 
diſtempered , reaſon had little timc-to reeover'it 
felfe; and therefore'though it was againſt know- 
ledge, yet the lefle againſt: knowledge, becauſe 

knowledge had lefam operationers , it had notits 
_ perfeR worke upon his heart :but now Indes,in be- 
traying his Maſter, had not onely warning before, 
but was nottempted to it, but went of 41w5ſelfe_, 
and made the offer to the Phgrifees., fought how 
' conventently to doc'it, plotted to doc it, had his 
wits about him, had timeto think of it, and there- 
forc it was (beſides the hainouſneſſe of the a) 
,more alſo againſt knowledge, and fo the greater. 
S0'Davidwhen he went toflay Nabal, was in hot 


blood, 


a. 


blood, inapaſſion ; but when hee plotted to kill 
Vriah, he was in cold blood : he was drunke when 

he lay with Bathſbeba, but ſober when hee made 

Yriah drunke : hee went quietly and ſedately on in 

it. Andtherefore we find David blamed enely in 

_—_— of Yriah, not ſo much for that of Buzh- 

| Secondly, the more forrow,zenifus,or reluQan- +... in- 
cic, and regreeting of mind there isagainſt a finne, ward regreer, 
risaſignthat the knowledge of it is the ſtronger, and forcom,and 
and quicker againſt it, and forthe ſinne the' more jconger ts he - 
againſt knowledge: for that gaine-{aying and dif- knowlcdge,nd 
pleaſure of the minde againſt it, aviſeth from the mere cgae 
ſtrength and violent beating of the pulſe of conſcs- | 
ence, and oppolition of it againſt the finne, it ſprings 

from the greater and deeper apprehenſion of rhe. 

evill of the ſignein the ation, which is then in do- 


ing ; and though that reluRancie be a better ſigne 
of the eſtate ofthe-perſon, thanif there were none 
at all ; as there is not in thoſe who are paſt feeling, 
or commit fo with greedineſſe;whoſe eſtates theres 


fore worſe, and more uncapable ef repentance, 
yetthe fait ſelf is argued to be the more hainous, 
forit argues it to be againſt ſtrong, aQive, Rtirri 
knowledge. This argued Herods finne to be muc 
againſt knowledge(asindeed it was) Hark 6.26. 
the text fayes, he was exceeding ſorrowfull : now 
that he could not have beene;unlefle he had excee- 
dingly apprehended whata great finne it was to 
behead 1ohn, who, he knew, was 4 juſt and an holy 
man, ver. 20. and who was one that had a great 


place in his eſtimation, for he 0bſeryed bim, and was 
7: ol wrought 
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wrought much upon by his miniſterie, andhe knew 
that he did but ſacrifice him to the malice ofa wic. 
ked woman ; and in this caſe the ſinne is alſo here. 
by made ſo much the greater, in that _—_—_— 
doth ſtir up a contrary violent paſſion in the heart 
againſt the temptation, andtherefore yet to docit, 
when there is ſuch a bank caſt UP that might reſift 
it, yet then to break all downe, ſucha fin waſts the 
conſcience much. 
Thirdly, on the contrary,the more hardnefle of 
The mere heart there is, and want of tendeynefſe, in commit. 
_ ting that ſinne, which aman knowes to be a finne, 
mitring afinne It iS argued thereby to be the greater finne againſt 
Enoreneto 3 knowledge 3 notonely the greater ſinne, but the 
ho fin irien £7e47er forme againſt Lrowladee. For hardnefle of 
=. goin heart in finning, is aneffeR of having formerly ſin. 
knowledge. ned much againſt knowledge before, For as the 
light ofthe Sun hardneth clay, ſo the beames of 
knowledge and conſcience, lighting upon mens 
hearts, uſe to hardenthem, and doe make them in 
the end paſt feeling. And therefore in r Tims. 4. 2. 
{inning againſt knowledge is made the cauſe of a 
ſcared conſcience, they ſpeak yes in Hypocrifpe_ - 
and therefore knowingly that they are lyes, and 
ſuch lyes as damne others as well as themſclves, 
which who beleeye aredamned, 2 Theſ.2. 11, 12. 
and if ſo, no wonder if it followes, having their 
Conſciences ſeared with an hot iron, - It is not a cold 
you will ſcare their conſciences, and make them 
inſen{ible, but an bot iron, a burning and 4 ſhining 
light, which once having had placein their conſci- 
ences, and being rejected, they begin to be heed, 
£ nc 


ned and ſcared. For knowledge makes finnes and 
the apprehenſions of them, familiar to a man, and 
ſoleſleterrible and frightfullinthe end, as Beares: 
and Lyons doc become to their keepers, through 
cuſtome. 1«das had a hard heart, when hecameto 
betray his Maſter, ſurely his conſcience had ſmit- 
ten him at firſt more for nimming out of the +bag, 
than it did now for this of murder. He could neyer 
have had ſuch a hard heart, had he not had much 
knowledge : was it not a hard heart, that when he 
waschallenged to his face, hee could ſeta brazen 
facc on it, and did aske as well as the ret, 7s it 1? 
when alſo Chriſt curſed him to his face , who 
ſhould doc it, and the Diſciples all abhorr'd it : 
had not 1ud& lived under ſuch blefſed and glori- 
ous meanes , and ſinned long againft knowledge, 
all this would have ſtartled him, and have ſtagge- 
redinhis purpoſe : buthe goes onAas if it were no- 
thing, though when he had done it, his conſcience 
wasthen opened too late 3 when a man formerly 
hath beene troubled with a ſmall finnce, more than 
now with a groſſe lyc, which he can digeſt better 
than once the other: or, when beforc,if he omitted 
praying, it troubled hjm , now he can goc a weeke 
without, and is not ſenſible of it, it is a figne that 
his knowledge hath hardacd him. 

Thus having given ſuch rules, whereby you gncadagges 
may cſtimatethe fnfulnefſcof particular acts, I will rations drawn 
now proceed to other wayes, aggravations taken 4,1, oY 
fromthe kind of knowledge a man fins againſt, to ledge we Gar 
fin againſt what kind of knowledge is moſt hainous ?#*nR,whieh 
and dangerous; and theſe are five, drawn from the 
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| ſeverall qualifications of that knowledge, and the 
light which men finne againſt. For the greater, or 


4. the more ſtrong 8& efficacious the light and know. 


a. ledgeis, the greater is theſinne of knowledgethou 
committeſt ; and this I makea third generall head 
to explaine this dodrine by. All theſe five rules 
being applicable and common both to particular 
a&s againſt knowledge , and alſo lying in an eſtate 
of impenitencie againſt knowledge, and all other 
particulars which have beene mentioned. | 

Firſt then,to ſinne againſt the inbred light of na. 


ofin apinſt ture, that is, in ſuch ſinnes , as though thou hadſt 
ed light anted the light ofthe word in,thou wouldſt have 


knowne to be ſuch: This is a high kind of ſinning, 
Such the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Tnde 10. What things 
they know naterally, inzbeſe they corrupt themſelves, 
as bruit beaſts, putting as it were no difference of 
aRions, no more than beafts,nenot in what nature 
teacheththem, and therefore therein are as beaſts : 
for itis the light of nature purs the firſt difference 
betwcene men and beaſts; and in ſuch kinde of 
finnesthe ApsjHe inſtanceth in this firſt Chaprer, as 
namely, that of unnatural 'uncleanneſſe, in three 
particulars : as 1, ſelf-wncleanneſſe,ver. 24. v ian, 
that is, alone by themſelves: ſo Bezaand Theophilatt 

underſtand it, which he makesthere the firſt degree 

of.unnaturall uncleannefſe, which is therefore un- 

naturall;becauſe thou deſtroyeſt that which nature 

gave thee for propagation , quod perdis homo eff. 

Then 2. theuncleanelove ofboyes, menburning in 

luſt with men, ver.27. be itdiſcovercd in what dal- 

lance it will, though.not arifing to an a& of Sodo- 

mie, 
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mie, doing that which is unſeemely, wer.'27. which - 
hee therefore layes, is aperanoby the uſeang in- 

tent of nature, and {0'is a1in againſt nature; /eavin 

the natwrall uſe of women. My brethren; I am-aſhas. 
med is peak of ſuch things as are done in ſecret. Theſe 
kind of finnes, by the Apoſtles tanking them, are 
19 a further degree of unnaturalneſle, thanany o- 
ther, becauſe they are made the puniſhments of 
other finnes,which yet wereagainſtthe light of na» 
ture alſo; namely, not glorifying God when they 
knew him : yet that being adinne; the.light of na- 
ture was not ſo clear in compariſon of theic, there. 
foretheſe are made the puniſhments of the other, 
as being more againſt nature, $0: for men, tobe 
diſobedient ts (Parents, ftubborne. to-them and 
without naturall affettivon, as the Apoſtle ſayes, vey. 
39,31+this is-againſt nature, cven theinſtinc of it. 
So.unthankfulneſſe:, and requitingevill for goed, 
is againſt a common principle inmens mindes. Doe 
uot the Gemiles doe cvedte thife that do goodrothem ? 
your hearts uſe to riſe againſt ſuch an one out of 
commot: humanity ; ®r 4f you ſee one cruell and 
unmetrcifull, which 8 another reckoned up,wver.z1. 
there being uſually principles of pitty in all mens 
natures, by nature ; theretore for one man to prey 
upon, = 4 tyrannize over another , as fiſhes doc 
over the ſmall ones, as Habakkuk complaineth , 


this is againſt nature ; which teacheth you-t0 doe 45 Hab.1.145 


you would be done 10.50 covenant-breakers,and lying, 
and forfivearing, mentioned wer. 30. inuwventers of 
evill, and truce-breakers, arc'fins againſt nature, and 


naturall light ; lying js againſt a double light, 


- 


both morall ; both jur#, which tels us ſucha thing 
ought not to be done; and fa##i, whileſt we affirm 
athing that is not, the knowledge of the contrary 
ariſcthup in us againſtit,though there were no law 
forbadeit ; therefore of all fins clſe, the Devills 
luſts are expreſſed by two ; lying, which is a ſfinne 
in the underſtanding , and malice in the will, 1047s 
8. 44- ' 
2 $5-ondly; to ſin againſt thatlight which thou 
o fin againſt didſt ſuck in, when thou wert young, to fin againft 
4 "git of the light of thy education, this is an aggravation,and 
Fm  apreatone, There is aCatechiſme of a bleſſed mo- 
ther Bathſheba, which ſhee taught Solomon when a 
child, put in among the records of ſacred Writ, 
Prov.31. wherein ſhe counſels him betitnes, ot #9 
give his ſtrength to women ; ſhe foretold him ofthat 
{inne : and becauſc itis incidentto Kings moft,they 
having all pleaſures at command,ſhe tells him par- 
ticularly, it deftroyes Kings : and ſoalſo wet to drink 
wine, was another inſtruction there he was fore- 
warned of:this aggravatedSolomeyns fault the more; 
for reade the 2.Chapterof Eccleſraftes,and we ſhall 
findethere , that hee was moſt guilty inthe inordi- 
nate love of theſe two ; but hee had not beene 
brought up ſo, his good mother had not thus in- 
ſtructed him. And thus alſo when God would ag- 
gravatc his owne peoples finunto them, he- recalls 
them to their education in their youth in the wil- 
dcrneſſe, So Ierem. 2. 2. Ge and cry tothem, Ire- 
member the kindneſſe andtowardlineſle of thy youth - 
he puts them in mind of their education by Moſes 
their T#tor, and their forwardneſſe then. And ſo 


Hoſ. 


Hoſ.12, when he was a child, Ilvved him ; and then 
God had their ff fraits, ver. 3. this he brings to 
aggravate their back-ſliding, ver.5. Therefore the 
Apoſtle urgeth-it asaſtrong argument to Timorhse, 
to goc onto perſevereingrace and | yn 's chem 
he had knowne the Scriptures from a child: and there- 
fore for him to fall, would be more hainous. The 
reaſon is, becauſe the light then infuſed, itis the 
firſt, a virgin light, as I may call it, which Godin 
much mercy vouchſafed to pre-peſlcefle the minde 
with, before it ſhould be deflowred and dcefiled 
with corrupt principles from the world ; and did 
put it there to keep the mind chaſte and pure : and 
this alſo then, when the minde was moſt ſoft and 
tender, and fo fitter to receive the deeper impreſ. 
ſion fromit. And hence ordinarily the light ſucke 
inthen, ſeaſons men ever after, whether it befor 
pood, or forevill; it fore-ſtalls, and pre-judgeth a 
man againſt other principles : and though a man 
comes to have more acquired knowledge and rea- 
ſons after put into him when he is cometo perfect 
age, yet the ſmall light of his education, if itwere 
to the contrary, doth bias him, and keeps him fixt, 
and bent that way. So we ſec it is in opinions about 
Religion : the light then entertained, cannever be 
diſputed out : ſoin mens wayesand ations,Trine 
up 4 child in his way, and he will not depart from it, 
Prov. 2.2. 6. To finthereforeagainſt it, andto put 
out thebeames of it, or defile it, and to weare out 
the impreſſions of it, how wicked is it, and whata 
wretchartthou todo ſo ? 


Many of oune ſchollers have had a 
y or you youlng M 3 ory 
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Bathſbebs thatinftruted you,not to poure out your - 
ſtrength to drinke or women, but to pray private- 
ly, and to feare God, and love him ; and when you 
come hither,yon have good Twors alſo,who teach 
youto pray ; Minifters, who inftill bleſſed truths 
into you, from which, one would think, you ſhould 
never depart; yet you doe. 

Think how grievous this is ; for ifitis madean 
excuſe for many a man in finning, that it anſwers 
bac his education ; that he never knew or ſay bet- 
ter, as you ſay of many Papiſts ; then muſt it needs 
on the contrary, be an aggravation of ſinfulneſle. 
Andasit was Timothies commendation, that hee 
knew the Seriptures from a child, fo it will be thy 
condemnation , that thou kneweſt betrer from a 
child, andyerrebclleſt againit thy light... 

Thirdly, the more reall and experimental the 
light is, men finne againſt, ftill the more finne ; as 
when they have learntit from cxamples of godly 
men, whom they have lived amongſt, or the ob. 
ſervations of Gods dealings with themſelves or 
others, and not _ from the word notionally. 
Tofinhe againſt ſuch light, this addes a further. de. 
gree ; not onely to finne againſt the bare light of 
nature, but alſo further, when nature hath befides 
kgheed her torch at the Scyipenre, and then when 


beyond all this, the reall examples and obſervari- 
ons made of Gods dealings with a mans ſelfe and 


others, ſhall confirme all this, this makes a mans 
finfulneſſe much more grievous ; for as exemple ef- 
ficacins docent quam precepra, forthe knowledge got 
by experiments of mercies or judpements, is of 
' <6 . 8k more 


more force and eyidence, Knowledgelearnt by 

expcrience,is the moſt efficacious, TherforeChriſt 

himſclfe, who knew all things already, yet learns 

(in the ſchoole of experience) by what he ſuffered. 

A little of ſoc knowledge diſtill'd outof aimans 

owne obſeryation, is moſt precious;everydrop of 

it ; therefore the Apoſtle urgeth it on Trmethre.,, 

2 Tim.3.14. Continue in the things thou haſt learned, 

and brene 4(ſured of, knowing of whom thou haſt lear. 

ned them. There is atwo-told” motive, and both 

cmphaticall ; Firſt, he was 4ſered in himſcifc; and 

ſecondly, that which ſtrengrhned thar aſſurance, 

and was a meanes to worke it, was the example of 

the holy Apoſtle, and of his owne Parents, Xnowk 

ing of whom thou haſt learnedit : And ſo wer. 10, 

| the Apoſtle againe urgeth his owne example, Thes 

haft fully knawne my dettrine and manner of life; 

and thcnalſo brings to his mind the education of 

thoſc his godly Parents, who inſtructed him. Hence 

alſo, Zſay 26. 10. it is made an aggravation, that 

in the land of wprightneſſe men deale unjuſtly. Thus 

light drawn from the obſcrvation of Gods judge- 

ments upon others, it mach aggravatcs : it is laid 

ro MO charge, Dan.5.22. Theukneweſt all 

this, how God dealt with thy father NebachadongFev. 

So ſomeof you come here, and live ina religious 

ſacicty, and ſee ſometimes a YER to anc * 

of thy Colleagues turn to Chriſt, yea haply cham- ,, 4 _.. 

ber fellow converted from: his evill courſes, and kb, __ 
ct thou goeſt on, this is ſinning againſt a great isin heconſt 

ligbe. Wa Shou TO tis callagl 

Fourthly, themore hy ans gicacer the fin, 
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the light is that isinthee, and more ſtirring in thy 
heart, and joyncd with a tafte, the greater the fins 
commirtedagainſt itare to be accountcd. The more 
thou haſt taſted the bitterneſle of finne, and Gods 
wrath, and haſt beene ſtung with itas with a Cocka- 
rrice, the more thou haſttaſted Gods goodnefie in 
rayer, and in the ordinances, themore of ſuch a 
wledge,and yet finneſt the worſe. Iathe 5. of 
Tohn, 35. Chriſt aggravatcs the ewes unbelecfe in | 
himſelfe, and their preſent hardneſle, that 79hn was 
tothem, not only a ſhining,butalſo a burning light; 
that is, they had ſuch knowledge engendred by his 
miniftery , as wrought joy and heat, as well as 
light ; therefore it 1s added, they rejoyced therein 
for a ſeaſon, . And thustheir fall, Heb.6: is aggrava- 
ted; that it was ſuch a light as had taſting with it. 
For to explaine this, you muſt know, that between 
ordinary notional light ,or thataſſenting to ſpirituall 
truths which is common with men, from traditio- 
nall knowledge living in the Church,that between 
it and true ſaving light, or the light of Iife,there is a 
middle kind of light, whichis more thanthe com- 
mon conviction men have, and lefſe than faving 
light :ir is a light which leaves alſo ſome impreſh- 
on on the affeQions, makes them feele the powers 
of heaven and hell, and be affected with them, Now 
the more of ſuch light againſt a finne, be it drun- 
kennefle, or uncleannefle, or oppreflion, and yet 
falleft to it againe, the worſe. Forthis is a further 
degree added toknowledg,and not commonto all 
wicked men. Andtherefore as thoſe Iewes, who 
had not onely common meancs of knowledge, 
| f 


but miracles alſo, and yet beleeved u0t, Toby 12. = 
{hall be more condemned; fo thoſe who have ſuch 


taſting knowledg ſet on by the holy.Ghoſt (which 


is as much as if a miracle were wrought, for it is 


above nature, a ſupernaturall worke of the: Spiriz.) 


And therefore tofinne againſt ſuch light, and fuch 

onely , is that which makes a man in the next 

degree of firneſſeto finagainſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
Fiftly, to ſin againſt profeſſed knowledge, is an 


aggravationalſo, and an heavy: one. To finagainſt To'fn grin 


a mans owne principles which he teacheth othe 
or reproves or cenſureth in others. Titze 1. laſt 


Thoſe thvt profeſſe they know God, and yet deny hine. 
theſe are wot abominable of all others : For theſe 


are lyars, and ſo finne againſt knowle 
doe, inthe x 19hw 2. 4. ſuchan one is 
ina double reſpeR, both inthat: he ſayes hee hath 
that knowledge he hath not,itnot rags. bag :and 
becauſe alſo he denycsthat'in deed, which he af- 
firmes in word, this is ſcandalous finning. So Rows, 
2.24.the Iewes boaſting of the law,and of having the 
forme of knowledge 1n their braines,cauſed the Ge. 
tiles to blaſpheme, when they ſaw they lived cleane 
contrary thereunto : and therefore a brother rhat 
walkes inordinately, was to be delivered to Satan, 
tolearne what it was to blaſpheme, 1 Tim.2.20, That 
is, to learne to know how evill and bitter athing it 
is, by the torments of an evill conſcience , to live 
in ſuch a conrſc, as made God and his wayes evill 
ſpoken of, as it befell David when he thus ſtancd. 
Yea 2 Cor.5 .10, 11. though they might keep com- 
pany with a hcathen, becauſe hee was ignorant, 
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and profeſſed not the knowledge of God ; yet if 

by 4 onethat profeſſed, andſo was to walke b 

the ſame rulcs,did ſinne againſt thoſe principles he 
prefeſſed, then keepe him not company : Thus did 
Saul finne. All the Religion he had and pretended 
toin his latter dayes, was perſecating witches : yet 
inthe end he went againſt this his principle ; hee 
wenttoa witchin his greatextremirie at laft. And 
thus God will deale withall that are hollow, and 
finne ſecretly againſt knowledge in the end. Hee 


ſuffers them to-goe againſt their moſt profeſſed 
principles. 


Theſe are aggravations in generall, ap- 
plicableboth to any a of ſin- 


' ning, orgoing on in a 
known ſtateof 
fianing, 
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N?” the uſe of all that hath been ſpoken, what' j1cw grearan 
iS it, but to move all thoſe that have know- <cngagement & 
ledge,to take heed, more heed of finningthanother Toe 
men ? and thoſe ofthem that remaine tn their na- ledge ro tne) 
rurall eſtate, to turne ſpeedily and effeQually unto 12 G06, ang” 
God ? For if finning againſt knowledge be ſo great <5 Gnniog, 
at aggravation of fenrung, then ofall ents 
to repentance, knowledge ts the greateſt. 
Firſt, thou who haſt knowledge, canſtnot finſo I 
cheapes another, who is ignorant: Therefore if Suckan ane 
thou wilt be wicked, thy wickednefſe will coſtthee Game fn. 
ten times more than it wonld another. Places of their fins are 
much knowledge, and pſentifull in the meanes of 52 <olyan 
orace, aredear places to live in finin. Tobe drunk, ©? 
and uncleanc,aftcr cnlightning,and the motions of 
the Spirit, and powerfull Sermons, is more than 
ewentic timesafore ; thou mighceft have commit» 
ted ten to one, and beene damned leffe. This is 
condemnation (fayes Chriſt) that light came into 
the world, Neither canft thou haue fo much plea- andwill hare 
fure inthy ſinas an ignorant;perſon ; For the con- |: pleaſure 
ſcience puts forth a ſtingin the at, whenthouhaſt * "0 
knowledge, and does ſubjeQrhee to j ana + and 
the fear of death. Whena man knows how dearcly 
he muſtpay forir, there is an expeRation ofjudge- 
ment embitrercth all. Thercfore the Gentiles _ 
ne 
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ned with more pleaſure than we. Therefore Eph.g. 
18, 19. the Apoſtle ſpeaking of them, ſayes, thar 
through their #gnorance, and darkneſle, and wart v 
feeling, they committed fin with greedineſſe, and {o 
with more pleaſure ; they not having knowledge 
or hearts ſenſible of the evils that attend uponthcir 
courſes. | 
2 Secondly,thou wilt in finning againſt knowledg 
ch are-giren be given up to greater hardneſſe, 1f the light that 
poo bes i#ntheebe darkneſſe (ſayes Chriſt) how great « that 
darkneſſe ? therefore the more light a man hath, 
and yet gocs on in works of darknefſe, the more 
darkneſſe that man will be left unto, cvento are- 
robate mind inthe end. 

Thirdly, it will procure thee to be given up to 
uchGodgires the worſt of fins, more than another man;for, God 
7 or re whenhe leaves men, makes one fin the puniſhment 
2, $0 of another, &reſerves the worſt for ſinners againſt 

oy. Theſe Gentiles, when they knew God, 

they worſhipped him not , God gave them up to the 
worſt of ſinnes , whereof they were capable , as 
uanaturall uncleanne([e,erc. But theſe arc not finnes 
great cnough for thee, that art a ſinner of the 
Chriſtians ; to be given up to drunkenneſſe, or 
adultery, &c. otherwiſe than to diſcover thy rot- 
tenneſle, theſe are too ſmall fins ; but thou ſhalt be 
given up to inward profaneneſſe of heart, (as Eſan 
was, having been broughtup in a good family) ſo 
as notto reghetFholy dutics onely, but to deſpiſe 
them ; to deſpiſe the good word of Godand his 
Saints, and to hate godlineſſe and the appearance 
of it ; thou ſhalt be given upto conterane God and 
his 
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his judgements, to trample under foot the blood of the 
covenant, orelſcunto deviliſh opinions; thoſe other 
arc too ſmall to be puniſhments of thy finne : For 
ſtil the endof ſuch an one muſt be ſever times worſe 
than the beginning, as Chriſt ſaycs it ſhall ; ifrthou 
wert adrunkard, a ſwearer, or anuncleane perſon 
before,and thy mo wrought ſome alterati- 
on inthee,thou ſhalt net haplybe ſo now at thy fal, 
but ſeven times worſe;profane, injurious to Saints, 
a blaſphemer, or derider'of Gods wayesand ordi- 
nances. 

Fourthly, when thou commoſt to lay hold. an 
mercy at death, thy knowledge will give thee up 
to more deſpaire, than another man. porn %. 
though when it is but newly revealed, itisanhelp; 
yct not made uſe of, turns againſt the ſoul,to wound 
it, andto work deſpaire ; andthis both becauſe we 
have ſinned againſt the meanes that ſhould have ſa- 
ved us, as alſo becauſe ſuch as finne againſt know- 
ledge, fin with more preſumption ; and the more 
preſumptionin thy life, the more deſpairc thouaer 
apt to fall intoat death. Therefore Eſay 59.11,12., 
what brought ſuch trouble, and roarmmgs like Beares 
upon theſe Jewes ? and that when ſalvation was 
looked for, that yetit was ſo far off fromthem, in 


their apprehenſions * owr iniquities (lay they) « 1 


fieto our fact,and we know them. Now then 1ins tefti- 
fic toour face, when our conſcience tooke notice 
ofthem, even toour faces, when we were commit- 
tivg them ; and then alſothe ſame fins themſclves 


will againe teſtifie to ous faces, when we have re- . 


courſe forthe pardon of thera. Therefore thouwilt 
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At death, 
knovwledg 
ned againſt 
gives up to 
more horrox 


and deſpayre 


OO 


derprivitions of finning 


Hell it in- 
.aſcth tor- 
its 


lyc roaring onthy death bed, and thatthou knowef 
x hag bombing argument, that thou ſhake not 
have mercic, As —_ is aplea for mereie, 7 
did it ignorantly, therefore 1 obtained mercie;{o 1 did 
it knowingly, will come in as a baranda plcaagainſt 
thee, therefore I ſhall gothave mercie 
Fifely,beth here andin Hel,itis thegreateſtexe- 
cutionerand tormenter.In this ſenſe it may be aid, 
2uj auget (ciemiam, auget dotorem : He that increa- 
ſeth knowledge, increafeth ſorrow , as Solomon 
ſpeaks: for knowledge cnlargeth our apprehenſion 
of our guilt, and that brings more feare and tor- 
ment, Have they no knowledge,who eate up my people? 
Yes, there « their feare (ſayes David.) Therefore 
Heb.10.28.after finningafter knowledge, there re- 
maines notonely a more oſs puniſhment , buta 
more fearfull expetation inthe parties conſciences. 
Andthis'is the worme 4x hell, that gnawes for ever. 
Light breeds theſe wormes. 
Butthenyou will ſay, it isbeftfor us to be igno. 
rant, andto keep our (elves ſo. 
I anſwer, no: For'to refuſe knowledge will damn 
as muchas abufingit. This youmay ſccin Prov. 1. 
23. Te fooles (fayes wiſedome) you that hate know- 
ledge, Turne, and Iwill poure my ſpirit upon you, and 
make knqwn my words 1610. Well,ver.24.they refu- 


ſed,and would none of his reproof:T herefore ſayes 


God, 1-will lavgh at your calaritic : thatis, I will 


— but inſtead of pitty, God will laugh 
at you ; 4nd when your feare comes, Iwill not anſwer, 
bec auſoye hated khnowleag ver. 2:9 {04s thisis as bad, 
There remaines therefore no 'middle way of rc- 
fuge, 


agamſt knowledge. "PR" 
ct ment a —_— —— —— CY 
fuge, toextricate thy ſelfe at,and avoid all this, no 
remedy but turaing untoGod:etherwiſe thou canſt 
net but be more miſerable thanethermen;yca and 
this muſt be done ſpecdily alſo : For thou having 
knowledge, God is quicker in denying thee grace, 
and in giving thee uptoa reprobate mmd;thanano.. 
ther man, who is ignorant. He will wait uponano- 
ther that knows not higwil &waicstwemy,thirty, 
forty ycaresas he did upon the children of the 7/- 
raelites thatwere borne inthe wilderneſſe, and had ; 
not ſeene his wonders in Zgypr, and at the red fea : | 
but thoſethat had, he ſoonc ſwarcagainſt many of 
them,that they ſhould never enter into hu reft. Chriſt 
COMcSas a ſwift witneſſe againſt thoſe to whom the 
Gopel is preached, Mal. 3. 5. he makes quick dif. 
patchof the treaty of grace with them. Therefore 
few that haveknowledgeare converted when they 
arcold, orthat lived long under themeanes. And 
therefore youthathave re engaged to 
repent,and toturn COLO ring your hearts 

c 


to your knowledge, m alſo, orelſe 
Es. roland - not only be —_ intolcrable 
than others, but the ſentence of it paſſe out more 
quickly agate you. ThereforcasChriſt ſaycs, 79, 
12.36.Whilft you have the light gualk in it: Forthat 
day of Grace,which is very clearand bright, is uſu- 
ally a ſhort one. And though men may live many na+ 
turall dayes after, and enjoy the-common light of 
the ſunne, yet the day of gracenas of gracious cx- 
citements to repent, may be butaſhort one, 
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He firft generall Head. 
® What govaneſſe, or bounty, patience, and long ſuf- 
fering are in Cod. page 3. 
Bounty in God deſcribed. ibid. 
1. He muſt be a giver. A 4 
'2. What he gives muff be his owne. ibid. 
3. He muſt give largely. 26%; 1 '$ 
4. Hemuft give all he gives freely. '' © 6 
5. Helooks for no ever ar for time to comes. 7 
Patienceis a further thing than mercy. $ 
1. Though,we injurt God, and he be ſenſible of it, © 
yer-he is patient. | ibid. 
2. He vouchſafeth that time be forbearts) them in 
10 repent. | 9 


23. He watts that men would comt in andrepent ib. 


Laſtly, Long ſuffering is but patience lengthned out 
farther. | ibid. 
The ſecond generall Head. 

Rioher of this goodnefſſe ſpent on «x. ne 
1. They are riches in themſelves. ibid. 
2, Altthe world ſpend on theſe riches. II 
2." Thetime ht hath forborne men. I2 
4. The expenſroe prodigality of ſinners in all we 
I, 

Patience wpreciow. 


3 
1. In regard of what thoſe manifeſtations of his 
| CA 2 good. 
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goodneſſe coſt, 4 13 

2. Inregardof the uſefulneſſe. 14 
The third generall Head. 

AU thupatience is uſea us meants to bring men to re- 


pentance. , I'6 
1. All this goodneſſe witneſſeth 4 gracious hand in 
all theſe. ib. 

2. Our owne conſcience beares witueſſeof offending 

a good God. Ha 17 

3. A common principle willwitneſs againſt us when 
we returne evill for good. ibid. 

An ſe of expoſtulation-with ſinfull and impenitent 
men, and confiderations drawn from. 18 
1. Theiy creation out of nothing. 19 
2. Their being made mex. 20 

G 2. Having allthe members of 4 man. 21 
4. Preparing the world for them. 22 

5. Suffering them to live along timtinit. 27 

6. Grving them pace to repent in, 25 

7. Living upon his coft and charges. 28 


8, Filing wp their yeers and time with goodnts.; x 
As riches, credit, friends comfort in them all, 
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ROM. 2, 4, 5* 4% $.'s, , 
Or deſþiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſſe, and for- 
bearance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing that 

_ the goodneſſe of God leadeth thee to repentance ? 
But after thy hardneſſe and impenitent htart, frea- 


ſureſt up unto thy ſclfe wrath againſt the day of 


wrath, and revelation of the righteows judgement 
of Ged 


R | 


ay ncſſe (which in the former 
= Chapter he had, verſe 29. 
: - ronounced full before) to 
uller yet : Their ſmeing againſt at 

a 
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Epheſc2.7. 


Pſal.1 04-24. 
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HL HS 
and deſpiſing the riches of Gods goodneſle, pati- 
caccand for Q wn ay nw wg ns | 
whereof, can be better no! t 

ſciences, than by a 


Gp riches of that goodneſſt which 
men dgainſt. My therefore-is to 
unlock and carry you into that more common 
treaſury of gutward mercies, and leade you 
through the ſeverall roomes thereof, all which 
doe continually /zade you wnte repentance ; That 
then refleQing upon our ungratefull waſte, and 
abuſe of ſo many mercies 1n ſinning, thereby 
our fins, every finne, the leaſt, may yet appeare 
more finfull unto us, who are leſſe than the leaſt of. 
all thoſe mercies. Know then, that beſides that 
peculiartreaſure of wnſearchable riches of grace 
laid up in Chrift (the offer of which negleQed 
and deſpiſed, addes yet to all thar finfulneſſe, a 

uilt as farre excecding all that which ſhall be 
poken of , as Heaven exceeds the Earth) There 
is another untold Mine of Riches the Earth u full 
of, as the Pſalmiſttells us, and the Apoſtlehere, 
which theſe Gentiles onely heard of, and which 
wepartakeof all as much as they. As there are 
riches of grace offered to youwhich can never be 
exhauſted ; ſo there are riches of patience. ſpent 
upor you, which you wilFhaveſpentoutin rhe 
cnd ; the expence of which, caſt up, will atotie 
amount to animmenſe treaſure, both of guilt 


you, and of wrath in'God, as theſe words. in- 
forme us. | 


T9 


"4 
| you in this accoutit,” I will 
r. In generall, fhew what Goodneſſe, or Bott 
ty, Patience, and long (afferine arc itt God. 
5. That chere arc #/ches oftheſe ſpent upon 
all che ſons of men. 
ds che theſo all leade men torepentante, And 
4. I will expoſtulate wich you, 2nd 6 
your Cofulnefle, krgoing on to defrſea) theſe by 
untcpentance, 4s the Apoſtle here doth. © 
Firſt, in thar God is ſaid hereto be Grd, of 
Bountifull : 2. Patient, or forbearing - 7. Long- 
ſuf ering, they ſeeme to note ont three degrees 
of his common mercies eto mett. if 
Firſt, he iss good; of 4 bramifnl God: forfo, 


asgoodnefle is hereaſed, I exegeried! expornd 
ie: Forthongh ic be true, that gw. fie bun - 
7 may differ z yet when riches of '2t6 
aid to be communicated, it iniports the | 
and is all one with Zowwy ; And ſuch is God; 


Andall thoſe noble and royall qualifications and 


properties which concurre to make one truely 
TA ani boumifull, doe meet andaboundin him, 
mall thoſe good things which he doth beſtory ; 
and arc found truly innone but in him : ſo that it 
may betruly ſaid, that there # none good but God, 
as Chriſt ſayes of him. 


Now Benny, inche general which is in God, 
may be thus deſcribed: | 
It is 4 fþee, willing, and 4 large grom of what & 
meerly he own; looking for norecompenſe Gore 
B2 9 
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Lake 6. 33. 


Rom. I 1:35. 
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Fe ONT or Ann 
To cxplaine this, that you may ice, tharall 
theſe conditionsare required 'to' true goodnelle, 
and all of them to be found in Godonely. 

1. Hcthat is Boyntiful, he muſt-be a Civey , 
and Bcſtower of good things :and all hebcſtows, 
it muſt be by way of gift, not by way of recom- 


pexce unto, or by deſert from the party hee be: 


ſtowes all'on : Therefore Chriſt ſayes,, Luke 6, 
33. that t9 doe good to thoſe-who have done, or dve 


good to u5,u5 not thank-wortby,nor is it Bownty, But 


God. is- therefore trucly good, becauſe hee ſim. 
Ply , mcerely, and abſolutely gives away all 
which he beſtowes : For hee was not, nor can 
any way become, bcholden-to-any -of--his Erea- 
tures 3 nor,had formerly reccived any thing from 
them, which might move him hereunto; ſo Rem. 
L135. Who hath firſt given him, that hee may re- 
compence him againe ? Nay untill He gave us a be- 
ing, we were not capableef ſo much as receiving 

any good thing from him, 
2, He whoistruly termed Good,or Bountiful, 
all that hegives away muſt be his owne ; And ſo 
all which God beſtowes, it is his owne. So P/al. 
24-1. The Earth « the Lords. The ground wee 
tread on, the place wee dwell in ; Hee is our 
Landlord. But isthatall * for the houſe may be 
theLandlords,when the furniture is the Tenants: 
therefore he further addes, And the fulneſſe of it 
& his alſo:that is,all the things thar fill the world, 
all the furniture, and proviſion of it both ; all the 
moveables, \(So Pſal.50.11, 12.) The cartel _ 
p $17 
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the fowles upon 4 thouſand hills aremine,fayes hee; 
and alſo all the ſanding goods; the corne' and 
vile (which you ſct and plant) are mine, Heoſ.2.9. 
yeaand the Pſalmilt inthe ſame-24.Pſalme,adds 
further , that they who dwell thertin are his allo : 
not the houſc and furniture onely, bur the' Inha+ 
bitanms themſelves : Andthis, bythe moſt ſure; 
and moſt ſoyeraigne title that can be, betterthan 
that of purchaſe , or inheritance ,-of and. from 
another: ' for he hath mare them; Als thine, 
becauſe all romes of thee, 'ſayes the ſame David, 
I Chron.29.11,12. And all things are not oncly 
[of him] but {rhrough him] Rom.11.36. thatis, 
they cannot ftand nor ſubfilt without him. - Even 
Kiogs, (thegreateſt and moſt bountitull of men) 
their bounty is but as that of the clouds, which 
though they ſhowre down plentifully, yet they 
firſt xeceiyed all from. the Earth below them. 

3. He,muſt give largely,jitis not Bounty cle. 
Now 6od is therefore 
beeauſe he is abundant init. So we finde it, com- 


ring Pſal, 33,5. with Pſ4l, 104, 24-in which 
6k faid; that the earth « full o hu , and 
bis riches , which we may judge of, by what he 


fayesin the 27. verſe of that 104. Pſalme, of 
what an houſe he kecpes, and what multitudes he 
feeds : AM theſe (faiththe Plalmiſt )wait onthee, 
that thou mayeſt grve them meat, and then openeft 
thy hand, and they are filled with good, King Ahaſu-' 
&rw , to ſhew his bounty, made a Feaſt to 

chicfc Subjets, but it was but for halfe a yeare, 
_ B3 and 
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to be rich in goedweſ[e, 


m_—— 


1 Chron,2g, 


= 
. 


(7.4 


- 


-- - 
— — — 


| Pfil.104.29. 


and not toall:fome few halfe yecres more would 
well nigh have beggard him ; but God doth thus 
continually, The greateſt and moſt bountifull of 
men, when they would cxpreſle the largeſt of 
their \ ſpeake but of giving halfe of their 
Kingdomes,( ſo Hered,and he did but talk fo too) 
But God beſtowes whole worlds, and Kingdomes, 
2s Danict ſpeakes, Dan. 4. 35. and gives them ro 
whom he plegfe. © = 
4. He thatis boerrftb, manſt giveall he gives 
freely, and willinely. Which, though I put roge. 
ther, yet may imply ewodiftin@rhings: AShrit, 
that he that gives, muſtbe 2free m it, who 
is2t his. choice, whether he would give atiy thing 
or no. The Swanedoth good to the 
world, itaffordsa large light, and cven halfe the 
world at once isfull of irs gtory : yea and all rhris 
bis its owne, not borrowed, as that of the 
oneand Statres's.; 'yer this Sunxeicamot be 
called good or bownrifull, becauſe it ſends forrh 
this light weceſfarity , and werwally ; and cannot 
choofe burdoe>; norcan itdraw'in its beames. 
Bur Godis'® free giver, he was ar his choice, whe- 
ther he would have madertheworkd or no; and 
can per when hee pleaſerts, with-draw hi Spirit 
and: fre, and rhewthey all periſh, Pſal. 104.29. 
Secondly, it muſt bewifizphy aifo: that is, no 
way-conftrained, nor by extra@ion wrung from 
hin, who- is rs be cafled Boant#fell. A willing 
mind'n matterof bounty, is more accepted chan 
thething, 2 Coy. 8, 12, Now of God'it is faid, 


Dan. 
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Dan.4.22. that he gives the Ki of the 
world ro whom he will, and none fwayes him, or 
RE hand, wer.35. yea hee gives all away . 
with delight. So Pſal. 104. 31. having ſpokenof 
feeding every living thing, and of other the like 
works of hisgaodneſle, hout that Pſalme, 
hee. conclndes with this, God rejoyeeth in all bes 
workes ; thatis, dothall the he doth to bis 
creatures with delight ; It doth him good (as it 
were)to {ce the poore creatures feed; 

Laſt of all, lhoking for no recompence for the 
time tocome. This is another requilite in Bounty. 


Sayes Chriſt, Luke 6, 34. If you give ro receives Luke 6. 34- 


484i, as s doe,this is not thant-worrhy but 
ver. 35. fo doth not your heavenly Father - For 
(fayes he) Doe good, and hope for nothing againe, 
ſo ſal you be like your Father, and then yon ſhall 
ſhew-your ſelves true children of the | moſt High.) 
In which word, he infinuatcs a reaſon why 
gives all thus : becauſe he is ſo great,and fo High 
2 God, as nothing wee doe can reach him ; as 
David ſpeaks, Pal. 16: 2. My goodneſſe extends 
»#9 u#to thee he istoo highto receive any denefir 
by whatwe doe. And cycnthat thankfulneſſe he 
exacs, he _— ir but as an acknowle 
of dur duty, rood, Dewt.10.12. 
And ſomach for the firſt, namely, what good. 
zeſſe and bounty is : and how God is truely good, 
and heonely ſo, Bat this attribute ofhis, and the 
cies of ir, heexerciſerh towards all our fellow 
creatures, and did to Adm in Paradiſe. But 
now: 


Pfal. 16.3» y. 1 


 Axgrvrni if oming 


Luke 6.35» 


Pal, 9.11 


now to ws ward (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) namely 
the ſons of ex, now fallen, hee extendeth and 
manifeſts a further riches; namely, of patience_ 
and long ſuffering, which the devils partake not 
of, the good Angels and other creatures: that 
ſinned-not,areuncapable of. For as Chriſt ſayes; 
Luke 6.35.Inwhathe beſtowes 0h us , he wkind 
to ſuch, as arc evill and unthankfull. Mercy '\s 
more than geodneſſe, tor mercy alwaies doth re. 
ſpcR miſery : and becauſe all the creatures are 
{6 et ton miſery, Rom. 8.20,21,2 2. of bondage- 
andwanity, therefore his tender mercies are over 
all bis workes, But yet patience is a further thing 
than aercy, (as mercy.is than france) being ex- 
erciſed, nottowards miſerable creatures onely, 
but towards fimners,and includes init morethree 
things further towards them. ' 

L.: Notonly-that thoſe perſons he doth good 
unte do offend, and injurehim ; burthat himſelf 
allo isexcceding (cnfible of allthoſe wrongs,and 
moved by them, and alſq provoked to wrath 
thereby 3 it 1s. not patienceelſe. So in the 2. of 
Pet.3.9. It is not feckaeſſ (fayes he there:) God 
7 not ſlack : thatis, he fits not 1n heavenas one of 
the Idol gods, that regarded not whataQs were 
kept here Delay ; or Fwy not.to heart mens car- 
riages towards him ; but is loyg-ſuffering, or pa- 
trent ; that is, he apprehends 42k = 
is fully ſenſible of it 3 s angry with the wicked eve- 
ry day, Pſal.1.11. hehath muchradoe to forbcar, 
everuwhen he doth forbeare, and letteth them 

| alone; 
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alone ; he exerciſeth an attribute, a vertue to- 
wards them, 'namely, patience, in keeping in of 
his anger 3 which is as to keepe fire- in ones bo- 
ſome. ; 
But ſecondly, this is not all ; he doth not ſim- 
ply forbeare, and reſtraine his anger, but vouch- 
ſafeth that time he forbeares themin, that they 
might repent in it ; and his mercies, as meanes lea- 
ding to repentance. So it followes in that 2 Per. 
F 9. But Goars long ſuffering t0us-ward, and his 
ong ſuffering hath this init, »## willing that ay 
ſhould periſh , but come unts repentance, So alſo 
Revel.2.21.itis called fpacetorepent. Andallthe 
bleflings he vouchſateth, he gives themas means 
and prog to leade them on to repentance, as here. 
And cHar.18.29. Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all. That is, give mea lenger day 
and ſpace to pay the debt in, and be willing to 
accept itwhen I bring it, and let me lye out of 
prifon, that I may beenabled ro pay it. 
Thirdly, there is yeta further thing in his - 
tience, namely, a waiting, and expectation that 


} 


Mac.18.29, 


men would come in, and repent, So Zukerg. 17, Luke 13.19; 


Theſe three yeeres have I ( come ſeeking | frait, but 
have found none : There was an expedation, a 
longing, a deſire it would bring forth fruit, 04 
whey ſhall it once be,ſayes God,ler.13.laſt? 

In the laſt place, that other attnbute of /ovg 
ſuffering, which is the third, is but as a further 
degree of patience ; but patience lengthened out far- 
ther , that is, when God rag beene thus prey 

at 
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hath forborne and waited for their commung in, 
and that not for three yeeres, but haply thirty, 
forty yeeres,and ftill they turnenort; lus patience 
then begins (as we would think) to be(as it were) 
worne out, and his anger begins to ariſe, asif he 
could forbeare no longer ; {as t was towards 
that tree , Why cumbereth it the groand ? Cut it 
downe ) yet hee goes 0n to ſpare a man another 
yeere,andmany more years ſtill after that ; and 
endureth with much long ſuffering (25 Row.g. 21.) 
the ha ya oe , endures to. wonderment, 
above mee{ure, beyond allexpeRation, all pati- 
cace,as itwere z this is Jong fuff ring. 

The ſecond generall head is, rhat there are 
[146hes]) of this his geadueſſe, &c. expended on 
US. 0 

Itis 8194 gaodnefſe, patience and long ſuffe. 
| zing: Rich CT roanad of Ta abun. 

dance, as they came fromwhim: and rich alſo in 
regard of their precious nſefnlneſſe uuts us ,as they 
may he improyed by us. 

Firſt, 6## themſelves theyare rich: if wee coni- 
der what is expended, allthat while, Hee layes 
out, not fi his power to luftzin and uphold 
all things, and to marmtaine us freely : ſo £9 doe 
1s gothing to him. For whilſthe doth but ſo,no- 
thing goesout.of purſe, or isdctracted from him; 
(as Imay fo ſpeak) he fecles not the expence ci- 
ther of power, providence,&c. All this coſt him 
but words : For he apbelds all, creates all by the_ 
werdof his power ,Hebr.1, And thus to _—_ 

c 
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the Angels,andto haye maintained all mankinde 
before they fell; had beene no-more. But (my 
brethren) whennow he maintains us finners, not 
{mply power gees forth from bim, bur his glory 
is expended, and taken from him, and for the 
while waſted, detraQcd from ; he loſerh, 'arpre- 
ſcnt, every day infinitely by ns, and he is ſenſible 
of it ; every ſinnerakes glory from him, robs him, 
as wy hicalele complaines : that he whomaude rhe 
w0rta, upholds it, (keeps together, as che hoops | 
doc a ary it would fall to pieces ele, ro 
nothing z in whom 4f live, as fiſhes inthe Sea, yea 
upon whom all live)that He ſhould live 
unthought of, unſerved ; yea difgraced; diſho- 
nourcd inthe world, and have this world loft to 
him, as it were z and finne, the Devilt, wicked 
men, to have allthe glory from him, to be exal- 
ted, to carrythe whole world afore them : This 
ve upon him, he had need of Riches to dee 
Secondly, confider the multitude of ſinners, 
that thus ſpend, and live upon thefe riches, no 
lefle than all the world : Hee had need of mvlei- 
tudes of patience in him : He forbeares got 6ne, 
butall gnd every one. We looke upon one mar! 

and ſeeing bim very wicked:, weewonder God 
cuts him not offz we wonder at our ſclves, that 
God did not cut us off area this Omer. once 
our eyes are opened : nay then caft your eyes 
over ll the world , and Rand amazed at Gods 


forbcarance towards it. Take the richeſt man 
C3 that 


lokn 1.16 
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that ever was, to have millions of -men in his 
debt, it would undoe him ſoohe. All the world 
are in Gods debt, and mun ſtill in debt every day 
more and more,and yethe breaks not,nay.breaks 
not them. | | 

Nay thirdly, to manifeſt" this abundance yet 
more, confider not onely the multitude hee for. 
beares, butthe time he hath done 1t : to forbeare 
much, andte forbearcitlong : he hath forborne, 
and beene out of purſe from the beginning of the 
world;fince men wereupon the faceof theearth, 
five thouſand ycercs and a halfe already ; and 
how long itis yet to the day of Judgement, wee 
know not : And yetye ſee, He is as patient, and 
as bountifull now in the latter dayes of the 
world, as he was at the firſt. Did that greateſt 
Convert that ever was, that had-not lived paſt 
thirty gourd in his ſinfull eſtate (for he was young 
whenhe held the ſtoners clothes that ſtoned Ste- 
phen) and yet was the chiefeſt of ſinners, did he yer 
(as himſelfe ſayes) thinke himſelfe « patterne of 
long ſuffering,” 1 Tim. 1.16. thought it a great 
matter God ſhould forbeare ſo _ ? whats the 
whole worldthen 2 if he, being but one ſmall 
poore veſlell,was ſo.richly laden with the riches * 
of Gods patience, how. is this great bark of the 
world thenfraught, that hath gone over fo vaſt a 
po of time? how much of-theſe his riches 

ve been laden in it 2+ 
; Andthen fourthly, addeto this the expenſive 
prodigality of all theſe finers in all ages 3 wAy 

| [ 


| T7 
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ſinner ſpends ſomething,and how laviſh are men 
of oathes ? LAY the thowghts of mens hearts from 
their youth up,they are evill,andonely evill,and con. 
tinually : and how much then hath every man 
ſpent him 2: every fin isa debt; 

In the ſecond place, this is' a rich -goodnefſe 
and patience in regard of the preciouſneſſe and 


wſefulneſſe. 


Firſt, precious, 1n regard of what all theſe ma- * 


nifeſtations of his goodneſſe and forbearance 


coſt, even the blood of his Sonne, who as aALord . per.za. 


hath bought: and purchaſed all wicked men ;-thcir 
lives, and their reprivall, all that time that here 
they live ; and allthe bleffings and diſpenſations 
of goodneſſe, which here they do enjoy. Chriſts: 
mediation ſo far prevailes with God for all the 
world, thatit puts a ſtop to the preſent procec« 
dings of juſtice, which otherwiſe had ſaid ef all, 
that day thou ſinneft, thou dyeft. So that as Chriſt 
may be called the wiſdowe and the power of God; 
ſo alſo the patience andthe long ſuffering of God, 
For, for his ſake, and through his meanes, -it is 
exerciſed : God would not ſhewa drop of mer- 
cy,but for his Sonne, Which, I take, ſtrong] 
and clearly intimated, inthat dealing of his, with: 
the Jewes, (Ex#d.23.20, compared with Exod." 
33-234, &c. Immediately after God had gi-- 
ven the Law, ( by the rules-and threatnings: 
whercof, God the Father in his government was: 
to proceed) and after they had tranſgreſſed it, He: 
there declares, that he could not goe with 1hews + 


— 
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For (according to the rules of his gov nment) 
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he ſhould defiray them ; but his Angell, hee wonld 
ſend with then, cven Chriſt, he tight ſhew them 
mercy, for he was the purchaſer of it: and thar 
he was that Angell, appcares, inthar God tells 
them, ver. 21. #hat his name was 1# him, who allo 
would deſtroy them , if they turnednor and re. 
pented, according to the rules of his Law, the 
Goſpell. 

| And pn —_— - in - ard of the 
nſefulneſſe,cha long luftering tend 
and ſerve ib makes this ſtock of time 
afforded you, by Gods goodneffe , to be riches 
indeed, that if i ſpace #0 repemt; notatime of re- 
privall onely, but-to get a pardon in; and this 
makes all the good things we enjoy to be preci- 
ousindeed, that they are meanes, ' leading ws by 
the hand to repentance. 'Rish it is, becauſe if your 
time- be laid out as it ought, you obraine 
thoſe far ſurpaſſing riches. of glory reſerved for 
hereafter ; Win, and gaine Chriſt by ir, and all 
ms riches. All things receive their 


_ worthand valu&ion from what they tend to, and 


from what depends them, and the nſe th 
might beput to. A Bond, a mans will, which ini 
{clte (asit is a piece of parchment) is not worth 
one ſhilling ; yet an eſtate of many thouſands 
maylye and depend uponthem. And ſo time, is 
notfimply preciousin it ſelf, but in repard of the 
apportuninesof it. And accordingly, in thoſe or- 
Cinary: paſſages of ourlives;do we, more or leſfe, 
eftunate 


- ws L.A AM. as 


eſtimate and count time precious, as the buſinefle- 


allotted to it, is of more or leſſe conſequence; 
whena matter falls out that concerncsus,and re. 
quites diſpatch , and wee are caſt into ftrairs of 
timeaboutit, wee count every minure precious: 
{othis time of ours (which is thechicfe and prin- 
cipall of that ſtock, put into our hands by Gods 
patience) being face 18 repent iu , to gaine and 
trade for heaven with, in this reſpe every mi- 
nute of it, isas much as heavenis worth, and one 
hourc of it may be as much as all the time you 
are to ſpend for ever, afterthis life caded : eve. 
ry minute hath an influence into eternity. And 
how cyeryou may account it, yetthe balapceof 
the Sanctuary thus eſtimates your timpe., cally jr 
your money: why lay you out your wendy for what i 
noet,c557 (4.e.)this precious day of grace,and the 
thoughts, cares and endevors which are brought 
forth and mintedin this Laan 4 theſc are 
our money , might purchaſe heaven by. 
And cup} & ohms cemed by holy = 
godly men, who yct had lefſe need to yahe it 
having done the maine buſineſle irwas allotted 
for. Dowidin the 39. Pal. 13. being brought 
very low, 0h fare me alittle, that I may recover 
my firength, before 1 goe hence, and be ſeen nomore. 
So HeJekiah, Eſey 38. how did he ſue for, and 
when hee had obtained fifreene yecres , how 
did he bleſſe God 2 ver. 26. or if by this you 
judge not ſo, think withthy ſelf, whatat the = 


of death thon wouldſt account of an houre, of 
| moneth, 


— 


Eſay 55.24 
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Acts 17.26, 


moneth, a yeere ? what others, who have laine 
gaſping , would have given a world for time a- 
gaine, ( as I have heard one crying day and 
night (call time againe) or if not then, oh what 
in Hell | | 
"The thirdthing'T amto fhew, is,” that all this 
goodneſſe, patience, and forbearance,is afforded to. 
wards you as a meancs, and helpes to bring you 
to repentance. As 17. 26,27, 28. God ({ayes 
the Apoſtle there)hath allotted to. men,both their 
| times tolivein,and alſo their places ofabode and 
habitations, all richly furniſhed with bleſſings to 
uphold their lives & beings. And to whatend are 
both theſe thus afforded That they might ſeek 
the Lord, if by groping after him (eyen as men in 
the darke) they might haply finde him, Butmen 
being in the darke., and deſtitute of guides to 
bring th& unto God, may yetbe as far of finding 
himas ever. Therefore adde but the words of 
my text, towhatthe Apoſtle ſayes there,and we 
ſee, that this goodneſle of Godtakes us by the 
hand, and lead; 14s to repentance ; to turne from 
ſinae unto God, and ſo to finde him. And thus 
lead are you unto God, by the help of three ſeve- 
rall guides, which cachatter other ſweetly leade 
you, and point youout tothis. 
Firſt , all this goodnefle beares witneſſe to 
your hearts ofa gracious hand that extends it ſelf 
10 all theſe ; therefore in that 17. of the As, 
he [ubjoynes, God is not. far off any of us, That 
there isa good God beſtowes all things on you, 
is 
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is a thought lyes at next doore of all his blef- 

lings, notfar off. 'Yeathey «ll (ſayes the Apoſtle 

tothe ſame Gentiles, 44s 14.16.) doe beare with Acts 4. 164 

neſſe of him, (though they went on in their owne.; | 

wyes)yet (fayes he there) God left not himelfe.” 

without witneſſe,; that is, an imprefſion-on their 

hearts that his good hand beſtowcd allon them, 

when he filled their hearts with foode and' glad. 

ueſſe_p, | oft 2213 
Secondly, His goodnefic having brougbtthus 

God to mens chokes, then ee conſci: 

ences take you, and leade you-downe into. your 

ſelves, and beare witneſle, that you by walking ' 

in your owne wayecs ,, doe nothing; but provoke 

and offend this good God. So Rom.2.157 1! 
Aud then thirdly, there is an indelible princi- 

ple common to all men to love thoſe who lover; Luke 6 

them ; when after the two former have [8 

ou hitherto, point g/ou'to:Repentance, as the 

I WW, tops got on's0 ſine 4xnf this 

good, (o good ? returne evill for good ? } Is not this 

a naturall neceflary conſequent our of all theſe, 

to ſay asthey, Let us therefore feare the Lord, who 

giveth us the early andthe latter raine, as it is Ter; toy 457 

526,27 ? Andthough men are ſaid not ro know 

ths, 1n the text, yet the meaning is, they doe not 

throughly and effecually confider thus much,fo 

as thereby to be brought to Repentance, yet 

however there is ſuch a witneſle ofallthis in all 

mens hearts, and thus are they led onunto Re- 

pentance, would they ſec their way and follow 

their guide, D The 
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{which out of ſo — 
fed them) and of all thofe 


the pleaſureso 


whereof they might now have re 
they have altogether neglected fo to 
youth, 


« 
. 


xy 


The uſc ſhall be an uſe of expoſtulation (as 
herethe Apoſtle carryes it) with men fiafull and 
impenitent, forgoing oato4inne againſt all this 
mercy ; together with an aggravation of their 
ſinfulneſſe hereby. - Men, if young, doeuſially 
take the advantage of this their precious time, 
ſuffering igvouchſa. 

ious Opportuni- 
ties, and bleflings they fs them 
onely, in wa and gathering in tothemlſelyecs 
tfinne 5 making the time of youth 

their harveſt offinning, and yet thinke to eſcape 
, afterwards: and then when old, 


 byrepenti 
ater they -have already enjoyed a long and a 
faire Sunſhine day-to turge to'God im, and ro 
have fowne much ſeed tothe Spirit, the comfor: 


et as 


oeall their 


ſorheygoeon'to doe fÞ fill, whilſt they 
fee they have any day left, be it never ſo nearc 
the ſetting ; and doe chooſe rather deſperately 
to venturo there eftate-in the world to come, up- 
onthe riches of his mercy pardoning, (though 
without all care and endeavour to change their 
hearts or lives) upon the experience they have 
had of the riches of his mercy forbearing them 
in this world, rbinking to finde him the ſame in 
both. With all ſuch, let me reaſon a little, and 
frem the riches of Gods goodueſſe, patience, ec. 
ipeat upon them, at once expoſtulate with them, 
lor their unpenitency,, and aggravate to --p 
tNce1r 
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their ſinfulneſſe, and alſo,ifpoffible, prevail with 
them to goe ono deſpiſeit thus #6 longer. And 
ifthere be any principle of common ingenuity; 
any fparke(I doe not ſayof grace, but of good- 
nefle of nature)left unextinguiſtit, me thinkes it 
ſhould affeR you, and doc ſome good on yours 
I have done. yu 
_Andto that end, confider alittle,and compare 
together Gods loving kindneffes towards you, 


and your —_  rery begining w_ 
——_— e very beginning of thy being : 
how much riches a neſſe were there Kid 
and buried inthy foundation? when the firſt cor- 
ner ſtone was laid, whenthou' wert madea man; 
(befides the coft which hath beene ſpent upen 
this building fince) and, curſed as thou art, even 
that very foundation was laid in bloody i#iqu#- 
ties, in which thou wert comeerwen ;; and the v 
materialls of fouleand body, thou confiſteſt of , 
being tempered with ſinne, {ke the ſtone iy the, Fab.i, r6,rYf 
wall, and beanee out of the timber, cry out-eve 
momentto God againſt thee, as Edom did, Ball 
it , raſe it, eventothe very ground. Wn 
Confider how but the other day thou wery 
meerenothing, and whenan infinite number that 
never were nor ſhall be, were in asgreat a poſſi. 
bility of being as thou, (for when he made this 
world, he could have laid it afide wholly, and 
created millions of otherworlds) yet he choſe 
theeto havea roome in this, but one werld, (for 


homeansto make no more) and thisworldeould 
D 2 have 
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have ſtood without thee , and did before thou 
wert, and ſhall-doe when thouart gone :- yet he 
called thee forth out ofnothing; and by his Al- 
mighty power, bade thee ſtand forth whea there 
was no need of thee. I fay he choſe thee to have 
2 bcing ; for as there is ancleRion ofthings that 
are to ſalvation , ſo out of things that were not 
unto being. And wretchthatthouart,if thou re- 
penteſt not, thou deſtroyeſt what” God hath 
made, and hadſt better have kept nothing ſtill, 
and never have pcept out,or cle to skulk intothy 
firft nothing againe, for thouart /oft, better never 
to have beene borne. | 

+ Secondly, Conſider yet more gooaneſſe. Thou 
mighteft have beene: admitted" into the laweſt 
forme of creatures, have beene a worme, a flea, 
a flyc, which we men fillip and cruſh to death at 
pleaſure : but to bemadea Mar,:created one of 
the States, Barons, Lords of the world the firſt 
houre,admitted into the higheſt order, crowned 
8 King in the wombe, as David-laycs of man, 
Pſal.$.:5..: made alittle lower than the Angels, but 
crowned with glory and honour ; wade to have 
dominion over all che works of his hands; The one 
halfe of thee is more worth than a whole world, 
[thy ſoule}Jas Chriſt ſayes, that--went to the 
price of ſoules ; upon which God hath beſtowed 
ancternity of being,and madeit the picture of his 
face, his Image, when other creatures do weare 
but his footſteps, And thy bodythe other pecce, 
and indeed buzthe Caſe, the Sheath, (as Daniel; 
phr aſe, 
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phraſe and the Chaldee hath it, Dan. 7.15.) of 
thee, whata curious workmanſhipis it ? wonder- 
fully and: fearfully made, as David layes, Pſalm. Plizs.s, 
139.15. curiouſly wrought in the lowey parts of the 
earth : So therehe calls the womb ; becauſe as 
curious workmen, when they have ſomechoice 
Iecc in hand, perfeR it in private, and then 
ring it forth to light for men to gaze at :' So 
God out of a tearec, a drop, hethath limmed out 
the Epitome of the whole world ; the Index of 
allthe creatures. Sunne, moone, ftarres, areto beg Eccrun - 
found inthee. And yetwretch as thou art, thou 
art withall-the Epitome of hell, and bronghteſt 
into the world with. thee, the ſecds and princi- 
ples of all the villanies, that have beene aQed-in 
the world, and if thou repenteſt not, thou hadft 
better have becne a naw & or ſerpent, the hate- 
fulleſt of creatures; and-wouldſtchangethy con- 
dition withthemoneday. _ 
Thirdly;being a man, haſt thouall thy mem- 
bers thatbelong untoa man ? it is becauſe hee 
wrote them all in his booke, Pſ41.139.16. if he had 
left out an eye in his common-place booke, thon 
hadſt wantedit ; is not that a mercy? aske the 
blinde. -If thou hadſt wanted thoſe windows to 
looke out at, thy body would have beene adun- 
geon, the world a priſon. Ifa Tongue (which is 
thy glory) or an care, thou hadſt-lived a 
men, as a beaſt among men. Andyet when Goe 


gave theeall theſe, what did hebur put weapons 
into.an enemies hand 2 for haſt thou not uſed all 
V9 -Ds/rh | wn 


_ held, ow = ricineeaſmaſſer Tnſoma 

Rom.6. 43 weapons of wnrighteouſneſfe ? Inſomuch 
as s kar gre one member, is called 5 worldof 
iniquity by the Apoſtle; and if thou repenteſt 
not,thou hadſt better (as Chriſt ſayes) have en- 
tred into the world- without an eye, an earec, 
: oagyes than with theſe gee for ever into 

ell, 

Fourthly , when thou wert taken ont of che 
wombe, (wherethoudid(t remaine, but whileſt 
thou werrt aframing ) what a ſtately palacehath 
he brought thee into, {the world] which thou 
findeſt prepared , and ready furniſht with all 

ings for r © maintcnance,as Canary was to the 

Children of Iſracl ; a ately honſe thou buil- 
deditnot;trees thou plantedſtnot,arich Canopy 

ipangled, ſpread as a Curtains over thy head ; 

he ſers up a Taper for thee to work by [the Sun] 

Plal.104 23+ till thowart weary, Pſal. 104.23. and then it goes 
down without thy bidding, for it kzows its geing 

downe, vtr.19. and then he drawes a curtain over 

halte the world, that men may goe to reſt, #hou 

canſeſt dar kwe(ſe andit irmeht,vcr.10. An houſe 

this world is, ſocuripufly contrived, that to eve- 

' roome of it, ' even to every poore village, 

prings doe comeas pipesro hnderhee water. So 

Pral.104.10,u Pſaf.,roq.10, 11, Thepavement of which houſe 
thou treadeſt on, brings forththy feod, ver. 14. 

Bread for firength, wine 10 cheere thy heart , oyle 

to make thy face to ſhine, ver.x5 , Which three are 

there ſynecdochically pur for all thingsneedfall 

to ſtrength; ornament; 4nd deliohe; "The very 
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chambers of that houſe ( as David calls them) 
drop fatneſſe, and water the carth, wer. 14. Hee 
wheeles the heavens abour, and ſo ſpins out time 
tor thee, every moment of which time brings 
forth ſome bleſſing or other, and no one is bar- 
ren. Therefore Pſal.65. 11. theyeere is ſaidtobe 
crowned with goodneſſe : a diadem of goodnefſe 
encircles it round : and yet thou haſt filled this 
world thouthus art brought into, with nothi 
but xebellions, as hee hath done with bleflings, 
and-haſt =e up fins to heaven ; and thou haſt 
preſſed all theſearmies of ble thou findeſt 
the world filled with, to fight 
ker, uader the devills banner, whomthy wicked- 
nefſe ſers up as the god of this world.” And as'the 
yeere is crowned with goodneſle, fo thy yeeres 
with wickedneſſe, and no moment'is barren; bet - 
all thy imaginations ave tvill comiunally | ea. thin 
haſt firincd 4g4inft heaven and earth,and ſubjefied 
the whole rreation unto vanity , laden the earth, 
and filled'it ſo with wickednefſe, that i groanes, 
the axcltree of it is even ready to crack under 
thee, and the greundtkon treadeſt oh to ſue_s 
theeout.” 
Fiftly, fince thou cameſtinto the world,w] 
a longtime hath God ſuffered theeto live init ? 
hee hath nor ſpared thee #byee yeares onely, (as 
he did the figtree) but #birty, forty. And when 


s G 


thou firſt madeſt bold to thruſt forth thy trayte- 
rous head into the world, Death (which thy fin 
ayear- 

reſted - 


brought intothe.world with it) might. b 


Pſal.65. II, 


againſt their Ma. 


<4 
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reſted thee, and told rhee,this world wasno place 
for thee, for hellis onely our ewneplace, AH x. 
25. thou ſhouldeft have. beene executed the firſt 
day. Andisnot ſo much time of eaſc from pu- 

Iſhment infinite mercy? Caſt but your thoughts 
upon the Angels that fell, that have been in hell 
fromthe firſt moment of their finning, doe but 
thinke with your ſelves,what they wouldgive to 
have ſo much time, cut out ofthat eternity, they 
are to runthrough,& to have it ſetapart for caſc, 
and to be void of torment ; ifthe rich man in 
hell, madcit ſuch a greatſuit, and counted it ſo 
great a fayour to have but one drop of water 
(which could but for alittle while (ſcarce more 
than a moment) have cooled and cafed, not his 
whole body, butthe tlp of his tongue only) how 
much more would he have thought jt mercy, to 
have lived ſo many yeares againe as he had done 
free from torment ? what is it then for thee, to 
live ſo many yeares free from the falling of the 
leaſt drop of that wrath, whereof the full vialls 
ſhould have been poured out manyyeares agoe 9 
The fame Law was outagainſt us, which was out 
againſt the Angels ; That day thou eateft , thou 


Jhalt dye the death : what put the difference 2 the 


Apoſtle tells us, his long ſuff ering te ws ward : not 
to them : for in Chap. 2.4. he told us that 
hee ſpared not the £1 ngels which fell, but poſted, 
andthrew them into hell, as ſoone as they had 
ſinned, 

Sixtly, But further, inthe 6. place;Ts this 4 
| | at 


* Y 5 
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hathit beene barely atime of caſe given thee; a 
time of reprivall ? No, it hath beene more, ſpace 
torepent, and-ſo to obtaine thy 'pardon in, Rew, 
2.21. And asit hath beene morethancaſe of tor. 
ment unto thee, ſo. alſo confider it hath» beene 
morethan ſlackneſſe in him that hath affordedir 
to thee, as the Apoſtle theredoth tell us. . It-is 
notthat he hath tooke no noticeof thy offending 
him, but he is ſenfibleof every idle thought, of 
vey oath, vaine word, and asthe Scripture tcls 

us, he # pained at the very heart, in fo much as he 
repents thatever he made thee 3 he:& angry with Gen. 6. 
| thee every day thou riſeſt, every time hee lookes _, 
on thee, whenever he meets thee going into the 
Taverne to be drunk, the whorchouſe to be un. 
cleane, when he meets thee reelingin the ſtreets, 

he hath much -adoe to forbeare killing thee, as 

he had to forbeare Moſes when he met himin 

the Inne : He is ready to havea blow at thee,and 

it ſhould notnecd be any great ftroake, or fetch- 

.ing his armeabout ; if he did but blow on thee, 

thou wertt conſumed. To ſufferthee to live, doth 
thereforecoſt him much riches of patience ; but 

to cutthce off, need colt him nothing: hee can 

doe that with caſe. But further, all is joyned with 

a willingneſſe that thou ſhouldſt repens, and mor 

p*riſh, as that place tells thee, It were much 

mercy for a Traytor to be reprived, to have a 

leaſe of his life for twenty yeeres, _— there 

were no hope normeancs of obtaining his finall 
pardonafter thattime Coun thisalſo,though 


but 


} & 


but for one'treaſon, and t h all that time of 
his reprivall hecarrycsand behaves himſclfe ne- 
verſoobedicnmly. Butuntothee, this timeſhath 


beene morethan alonger day of life —_— 

off the execution (which the viſt oft fie 
rebellion ſhould have been acted on thee in the 
womb) ithath beene come tovepent in + And yer 
hath northis time ofthy reprivall made 'thee 'fo 


much the more rebellious? and haft not thou 


Nie 


altrhis time in making up the-meaſure of 
iniquity full 7:and harhit beenewillingnefſc 
onely in God that thou fhouldeſt not periſh : 
yea more, joyned with 'waiting elſo , when it 
ſhould oncebe, thinking the time long, as long- 
ing and defiring thatthou wouldft repent,that he 
might pardon thee. Thus Tee. 13. laſt, God 
cxcoraliech thinndelte, mhey' ſhall-4t-once be? yea 
and conſider how many dayes'of payment have 
been ſet, and how many-promiſes made;and bro- 
kenall-by thee , and yer ill /hee' waireth unto 
wondermoent. Thou rxcceivedſtprefle money at 
ghy Baptiſme, 'when thou didft promiſe to for- 
Jake-thedovillandall/hisworkes, androbepinto 
ſerve him, whenthon ſhouldftbegin to diſcerne 
:goodandevill. Burmo ſooner did the 
glitof nowledpe dawneinthy (heart, burthou 
beganſt *to 'fight againſt him /; "and 'thy firft 
t to this daythave beeneonelyand con- 
-inually-cvill. And then (haply)in thy younger 
 yearcs, beforcthouhadfttaſted of 'the pleaſures 
et fanc,hegaverheeian inkling, by meanes = 
ay 


bets. a > 


thy education, of his goodneſle towards. thee, 
and of that happineſſe co.be tad in. him, andthay 
hadft the firſt offer of him, ere thy teadar yeares 
were poyſoned by the world ; and he hath deale - 
with thegagaine and againe, both by his Word 
and Spirit ; not wazted onely , but wooedthee, 
and hath beene a ſuiter tg thy heat long : and I 
appcale to your hearts, how many promiſes you 
have made him, of turning from all your rebe{li- 
ons to him, after ſuch a Sermon,., which was 
brought powerfully home : in ſuch a ficknefſe, 
and in ſucha ſtrait , thy conſcience knowes fuli 
well : Andſtill God hath made iryall of thee; 
and given thee longer day ; and though they haſt 
broke with him againe and againe, _—_ | 
forborne thee againeand youre ath waitcd 
this rwenty, thirty, forty, fifty, (ixty years, when 
thou ſhouldeft come in, and be as good as thy 
word, and ftillthou halt failed him, 'And yctbe- 
hold and wonder , and ſtand confounded. at the 
riches of his long ſuffering, that after ſo many 
yeares expence,. and cg broken by thee, 
cxopoBuings tailed in him, 8nd many mockeries 
of him, aftcr allthis he is yer willing toaccept of 
the remainder, if. thou wouldſt fend rhe ref of 
the time, Jeft thee in the fleſh, accarding 14 hi ml, 


principall, uſe,and all; for what is paſt, and: re- 
uites but the lame: com 
dthe firſt day; yea 
promiſe to becomead 
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further riches on thee than cver yet thou ſaweſt, 
or art able to coriceive : yea and all this, when 
he could have his penyworths out of thee ano. 
ther way, and loſc not onefarthing by thee, but 
by puniſhing thee in hell, recover all zo theL 
utmoſt. 

otter lorenily, hath ic beene barely and 
ſimply an a&of patience and forbearance, though 
joyned with this willingnefle, thou ſhouldſt not 
periſh ; or meerely a permiſſive aQt of ſuffering 
thee to live. But God ſhewes forth yet more 


riches of goodnefle joyned with this long ſuffe- 


ring ; in him ye live, and move, and have your be. 
ing ; and doft thou livein him onely *- nay thou 
liveſt on'him alſo, upon his coft and charges ; 
1 have hung upon thee (ſayes David) from my 
mothers wombe. And cooker what thy life is, 
that of ſoſmalla bottome, heſhould ſpin out ſo 
long a thred; had hee not- drawne it out of his 
owne power, as the ſpider doth her web out of 


| ber ewne bowels, it had beene at an end the ſe- 


cond minute-3'to maintaine that 74dicat meorſture, 
that oy/e thar feeds' the Jampe, andlight of thy 
life, thatradicale balſammarn, this is as great a mi- 


racle-as the maintaining the oyle in the cru7e of 


the 'poore famiſhed-widow. And further yet; 


© » hathhe maintainedrhee onely 2 Nay more, hath 


henot-defended thee} 'tookethy part, protected 
thee, tooke thee-undethis wing, as the hen doth 
her chickens, to ſhelter: thee from thoſe many 
dangers thylifehathbecn'expoſed unto? Other: 


wile, 


: « 


wiſe, how many wayes, cre this, hadſt thou been 
ſnatchr away out of the land. of the living * Is 
thy caſe, the caſe of the figtree onely, whichbe.. 
forewe mentioned, that when God cryed,; Cit 
it downe, another cryed, fpareit ? but there have 
beene many have cryed, Cutthee downe,and God 
hathcryed, ſpare Thee :- there is never a minute, 
but the devills would have had-a blow at thy 
life, ashe longed tohave had at 186s.- Thar thou, 
a poore lump of fleſh, ſhouldſt walke through, 
and in the midſt of ſuch an hoſt of fierce and cru- 
ell cnemics, whoſe hearts arc ſwelled with ma- 
liceat thee, and God ſhould ſayto them all,con- 
cerning thee, as he did to Labay:concerning 74- 
cob, Touch not this man, - And yet if thouwert not 
liable to their malice and$ower, yet conſider 
how-many dangers and caſualties;befides, thou 
haſt beene kept in, and from ; asfalls, drowning, 
killing many wayes ; how often havethe arrows 
of death come whisking bythee,took away thoſe 
next thee, (haply ofthy kindred, brother, fiſter, 
yoke-fellow, of the ſame houſe, family with thy 
ſclfe)and yet have miſſedthee 2: And if welook 
no farther. than theſe dayes of mortality we have 
lived in ;- two great plagues in this Kingdome, 
how have the moſt of us all here ſurvived, and 
now the thirdis increafing and growing upon us * 
To have our lives in ſuc deare yeares of time, 
when to have our hfe far 4 prey-is mercy enough, 
2s Ieremy told Barwh | that theſearrows ſhould 


flyc round about us,overour heads, and miſſeus ! 
E 3 that. 


#34 < 


ob 33+ 


that Gods arreſts ſhould ſeize upon men, walk. 
ing, talkmg with us, and ſparc us ! how often, 
many other wayecs, hath thy neck been upon the 
block, and theaxc held over, and yet hath fallen 
beſides ! To goe no farther thanthy own body, 
the humours thereof, if God ſhould not reſtraine 
them, would overflow and drowne it, as the 
waters would the carrh, it God ſhould not ſay 
tothem, ſtay your prond waves. And when in a 
ſickneſle they have been ler out , yet God hath 
kept aſluce, that ſo much ſhould break forth, and 
no more, which ſhould purge, and waſh the bo. 
dy, and make it more healthfull , as the over. 
flowing of Nihs doth. And when then thy bo. 
dy hath been brought low and weake, and like 
a Crazy rotten ſhip in ſtorme, takingin water on 
all fides, ſo that all the Phyſitians in the world 
couldnot have ſtopt thoſe Leakes ; yet hee hath 
rebuked wind and ſea, hath careenced, mended 
thee, and launched thee into the world againe, 
as whole, as ſound, and ſtrong as ever ; and God 
hath ſaid, as 7b 33. that Thou ſhouldſt not dye_. 
Ina word, if thou conſider but whatthy life is, 
and the dangers it is fubjetto,thou wilt acknow- 
ledge it asgreat a wonder to preſcrve it, as to ſee 
a glaſſe, that hatch beene in continuall uſe, gone 


—_— many hands,and hath had many knocks, 
and fa 4 


, tobe kept for forty, fifty, ſixry yecres 
wholeand unbroken : God hath carryed thy life 
tn hi; hand, os ttwete acandleina paper tanthorn 
in arong windy night, and kept itfrom being 

| extinct, 
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cxtint, whenas weeoken fee in many, that a 
little cold comes but in ata little cranny, and 
blowes their candie out ,as 10b ſpeaks. 

And cighthly , how have theſe yeeres and | 
hours of thy time bcen filled up w#h goodnefſer Lb 
and with hew many comforts ” For a Traytor 
to live, though but upon bread and water all 
his dayes, what favour is it « and fo hadſtthou 
lived allthis time , never ſo miſerably, thou 
all thy dayes thou hadft eatenthy bread in arrkne([e, 
and hadft had much ſorrow with thy fickneſſe, (as Eccleſ.s.1 7. 
Solomon ſpeaks.) Some there arc, who , as ob 

ks, 286 21.15. dye i the bitterneſfſe 4 thei lob way. | 
es, 4nd never eate with pleaſure, iCcarce lecinga M 
good day ; and if this had beenetby cafe, yer [il 
this is infiaitemercy. Even whatlocveris onthis , 
hdeHell, is mercy. Law. 3.22. fay they inthe Lamca. 3-22: I 
worſt .eftate the Church was ever on carth, 1t «x 
thy [mexcies, ] not merey -oncly,;but multitude of 
merciesarcſhowne us, ;that we are wot iconſumed, 
becauſe his. neroies are renewed every morning. If 
at the brink of hell, and -not-in,itis mercy. But [I 
bath henot all this while __ heart with faod al. 
and gladneſſe.as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 4s 14.17 ? Ads 7. . 
It were inftmite to-goec over the particularkindsof | | 
common comforts,which God vouchſafes men | 
here : not halfe the riches of 'his goodaeſle is - | 
yettold: Itwould requireanage to make an In. 
ventoryofthem. Haft a houfe-in the world to - 
hidethy head in, and keepe thee from the inju- | 
ries of the weather 2 (which was —_— | 
T5 


—_— - tas 
j Ty; nn 


SE s | p_ 


T2297 EV arons < Rong 


Plal.41.3- 


Ter.31. 26- 


Gen. 2$. 20. 


TIob 37.17. 


Exo0d.15 26. 


Chriſt had) God he is thy Landlord, (though it 
may be thou paycſt him no rent ;) he it is that 
builds the bouſs, Pſal. 127. 1. Haſta bed tolye 
upon ? he makes it, eſpecially 1» thy ſickneſſe_, 
Pſal.41.3. Haſt thou ſeepe (which 1s the nurſe 
of nature, the parentheſis of all thy cares and 
priefes,) he rocks thee afleep every night; and 
as he gives thee a houſe, ſo bite gives thee ref, 
Pſal. 127.2. It is God keeps offthole gnatts of 
diſtracting cares, and griefes, and thoughts, and 
errors of conſcience, would buzze about a man, 
and keepe- one continually waking. And when 
thou ſleepeſt, « thy ſleepe pleaſant to thee? God 
makes it (o, Ter.31.26. Haſt thou cloathes to co- 
ver thy nakedneſſe ? reade old 1acobs Indentures, 
Gen.28.20. and thou ſhalt ſee by them whoſe 
finding they arcat ; if Thou wilt grve merayment, 
thatis one ofhis condirions-mentioned. Yea,doc 
thy cloathes keepe thee warme ? even this is attri- 
butedto him, 196 37.17.He fills thee, feeds thee, 


ſpreads thy table, ſerves thee, fills thy cup, as Da- 


vid deſcribes his goodneſle, Pſal. 23.5 .and gives 
thee thy meat in due ſeaſon ; and hath not Filed 
thee a meales meat, butthon haſt had it at thy «p- 
pointed time, as Tob ſpeaks. And haſtthou health? 
which is the ſalt to all theſe bleſſings,(without 
which.thou wouldſt ſay, thou hadſt no pleaſure in 
them) He isthe God of thy health, and keeps off 
diſcaſes. Exod. 15. 26. I will put none of thoſe— 
diſeaſes onthee; I am the Lord who healeth thee ; 
that 15, preſerye thee from them which <lſe 
would 
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would ſcize on thee, And theſe mercies hee 


vouchſaferh unto you that are the pooreſt; and 
loades you with theſe and the like benefits every 
aay. 

But haſt thou Riches added to theſe, and abun« 
dance? The bleſſing of God maketh rich, Prov.to. 
22. Though thon hadſt them by birth, yet hee 
made thoſe friends, and parents of thine, but 
fcoffces intruſt forthee : they were no more, it 
was God who bequeathed them, Eecl. 2. laſt. 
Or whether thou haſt got them fince by thine 
owne induſtry , it is hee gives thee power to get 
wealth, Dent, $.18. Prov. 12.24. and out of «4 
ſmall eftate maketh men great, 10b 8, 7, It is hee 
by his providence hath ſtopt the ſecrer iſſues and 
draynes of expence,at which other mens eſtates 
runne out ; hath ſtopt that hole inthe bottome of 
the bag, as the Prophet ſpeaks. And with theſe 
riches hath he given thee « heart towſe them, This, 
as itis a farther mercy, Eccleſ.5.19.and Chap. 
6.2. ſoalſo from him, as itis notedthere., 

Or haſt thou credit ( winch is better than 
riches ? ſo ſaycs Solomen, Prov. 22. 1.) itis God 
who gives it, not thy wiſcdome, parts,or werth : 
Eccleſ.9.11. favour is not alwaies to men of kill: 
that is, not acceptation of whatthey doc, with 
out a farther bleſſing from God. Therefore be. 
ſides the gift of wiſdome, he gave a further pro. 
miſe of honour alſo unto Solomon, 2 Chron. 1.11, 
It is God who faſhions mens opinions. The Apo- 
ſtle prayes to God hi ſervice might be accepted of 

F the 
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lob 9.31. 


2 Sara.1.26, 


Gcn.z3.10- 


the Saints, though no ſervice was like to be 
moreacceptable, for it was the gathering and 
bringing in of almes and reliefe rothem. It is he 
rules mens tongues, bids men bleſle, as well as 
be bade Shimti curſe : and he hath kept thee from 
ſuch grofle finnes, which, as flyes, would have 
putrifyed the oyntment of thy good name, who alſo 
conceales _ thou haſt ping and hides 
thee from the firife of tongnes, Tob5.21. 

a ra EM We doe any love thee ? 
(whercia much of the comfort of ourlives con. 
fiſts, and therefore David ſayes of Ionathan, 
2 Sam.1.26. Thou wert pleaſant to me) it is God 
who gives favour in mens eyes : So hee did 7o- 
ſeph, Gen. 39.21. It any man or creature doth 
theea kindneſſe, he touchcth their hearts, (as ir 
is ſaid ofthe men who claveto Sanl)and viſits for 
thee ; He made the e£gyptians beyond all rea- 
{on the 7ſpaelites friends, gave them favour in 
their eyes, as the text tells us. And hence, Gez. 
33+ 10. Tacob ſayes, He ſaw thefaceof God, in re- 
conciled Efans face; for Gods fayour appeared 
his looke. He put youinto your callings, ranks, 
and ſtations, gives you all your skill, ſucceſſe in 
them ; The meaneſt oftrades, to ſow,and plonzh, 
and threſh, they are from the Lord, who ts wountr- 
full in working, (Efay 28.from the 23.to the end) 
evenas well as the skill of the moſt curious In- 
graver, Limbner , or Embroyderer (as of Be- 
zalcel) rhe Scripture ſayes, God was his Maſter, 
taught him. Haſt thou enlarged parts and gifts 


for 
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for higher imployments* it is not thy birth, or 


age hath acquired them unto thee: 7ob 32, 8, 9, lob zub,g. 


Great men are not alwaits wiſe, therefore it goes 
not by birth ; nor have the aged alwaits wndey. 
ſtanding, it goes not onely by experience ; but it 
s the inſpiration of the Almighty, And haſt a 
calling anſwerable to thy parts, robea Scholler, 
and bave thy minde enriched and ennobled with 
the beſt and choiſeſt jewell the world hath, wiCſ- 
dome and knowledge z whereby the minde is 
clevated as much above other mens, as they are 
above beaſts 2 God hath beene thy great Tutor, 
The mind of man is Gods Candle, and hee maketh 
wiſer than a mans teachers, as he did Moſes in 
Egyptian learning, Daniel, David. 

To conclude, haſt thoucomfortin all theſe 2 
in riches, learning, credit, wife, children, meat, 
drink, &c. Hee putsin all the ſugar, delight and 
pleaſure that eſpecially depends onhim; events 
faſhion the heart to all theſe. Asayre lights not 
withoutthe Sunne, nor wood heats not without 
fire; ſo neither doth thy condition comfort 
thee without God. And therefore {#5 14.17. 
it is ſaid, He filed their hearts,as with food, lo,with 
gladneſſe. 

And beſides all theſe, conſider the many pe- 
culiar paſſages and turnings of his providence 
emis thee for thy good ; the working of 
things together , ever and anon to doe thee a 
good turne ; the packing and plotting all for 
thee, better thanthou couldſt have plotted far 

F 2 _ thy 
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thy ſclfe ;, as thy relicfe in many ſtreights, ſuc. 
ceſſe in many bufinefles ; He workes all our works 
in us and for us, as E(ay ſpeaks, Eſay 26. hath he 
not taken ſuch ſpeciall care and providence of 
thee, as if hee had regarded no manelſe in the 
world ? 

And now when thou haſt conſidered all, be. 
thinke thy ſelfe withall a little of thy dealings 
towards him : what have beene the effects and 


fruits of all this goodnefle ? hold up thy head 


man, looke God in the face. It is well yet, that 
ſhame begins to cover thee. How hath that his 
paticnce and long ſuffering , vouchſafing rhee 
ſpace to repent, wrought with thee 2 how nigh 
to repentance hath it brought thee Such is the 
perverſeneſſe of mansnature, as Solomon tells us, 
Eecleſ.8$.11. that becauſe ſentence againſt an evill 
worke u not preſently executed, therefore the hearts 
of the ſonnes Fl men are fully ſet to doe evill : Be- 
cauſe God defers puniſhing, they defer repen- 
ting ; thow thinkeſt to ſpend the moſt precious 
ofthy time and ftrengthin inning, and give God 
the dreggs, the bottome, the laſt ſands, thy 
dotage , which. thy very ſelfe and friends arc 
weary of, and all theſe bleſſings and comforts 
which God hath vouchlafed thee, how haſt thou 
uſed them againſt-him ? This oyle which ſhould 
have beene fucll to thy thankfulneſſe, hath en- 
creaſed the fire of thy luſts, and thy lufts haves 
conſumed them all, Tames 4, . The riches hee hath 
given, thou haſt made Idols of, aad ſacrificed 


thy deareſt, morning, daily thoughts and affeQi- 
ons unto, as God complaines, Ezek.16.from the 
I5. and ſo on:[ His meat] (asat the 29. ver. he 
calls it) thou ſacrificedſt to thy belly, which thou 
haſt made thy God ; thy ſtrength ro women ; 
the wealth hee hath given you, you have made 
uſe of, but to liveat a high rate of finning, and to 
procure the ſweeteſt bits, the daintieft and moſt 
coſtly finnes ; The edge of that ſword of power 
God hath pur into thy hand, thou haſt turned a- 
gainſt himand his, haply both his Children and 


Miniſters ; ſo that God, by giving thee all theſe, 


hath but made thee morcable tooffend him, and 
hath ſtrengthned an enemy, and by ſparing thee 
thus long, hath but made thee more bold to doe 
it ; all/his mercycs have but fortifyed thy heart 
againſt him ; Doe ye requite the Lord thus, ye foo- 
liſh people and unkind ? as Moſes expoſtulates the 
caſe, Deut.32.6. as Chriſt faid tothe Jewes, For 
which of all my good workes doe_yee ſtone me ? So 
ſay Ito you, for which of all hismercies is it, ye 
ſinne againſt him * what, to fight againſt him 
with his owne weapons ? to betray all he gives 
you into the devills, his caemies hands ? What 
iniquity did you ever finde in him , thus to dealc ? 
God will one day thusexpoſtulate his cauſe with 
you, and heape coales of fire upon all your heads, 
(if chat youturne not) becauſe you have rendred 
him evill for good-: and all theſe mercies thus 
abuſed, will be as ſo many coales to make hell 


fice the hotter. And to reaſon this point yet fur- 


F 3 ther: 


——_——_— 


— 


Dent. 32,6. 


WW -—— - — _- _ og > _ 
_— — —aePws _ "WS - __ - = » 
no ue SOT RE Ret oy Corey ot wELACACS | 
% y —_— a * —= RE On - 2:84 : WL 3 _ ha , = "_ _ * 2 Dies ” + & he S- 
i. ” y S * _ Rs %.. «% l k g Fx 
2 JI - « a" LY = P « . 


——_— Ar. lit. 


I $ m,3-25+ 


ther with you our of the Text, and what argu. 
ments it will afford to work upon you. 
Conſider, firſt, what it is thou doeft ; whileſt 
thus thou gocſt on, thou art a Deſþiſer of the_s 
Riches of his goodneſſe : that which is oppoſite to 
goodneſſe, muſt needs be tranſcendently evill. 
What, art thos evill, becauſe Gods good ? and (0 
much the more evill, by how much the more 
heis good, ſurcly there mult necds be an unex- 
hauſted treaſure of wickedneſle in thee, which 
will alſo cauſe inthe end atreaſure of wrath in 
him ; what and finne againſt mercy, patience, 
long ſuffering , added to goodneſle * of all at- 
tributes, as the richeſt to the moſt glorious ; for 
itisthat heglorics in: in the abufing of which, 
therefore he thinkes himſelfe moſt debaſed: of 
all attributes the tenderefſt : what, kick againſt 
his bowels ? ſoare his mercies called : canſt hit 
himno where elſe but there? to deſpiſe a mans 
wiſdome, power, learning, is not ſo much as to 
deſpiſc his love ; what canſt thou imagine will 
become of thee, when thou commeſt to dyc 2 
what is itthouwilt then come to plead and cry 
for ? O mercy,mercy ; why wretch that thou 
art, it is mercy thou haſt finned againſt, Riches 
of mercy and patience abuſed; turnes into fu- 
ry. I may alludeto that ſpeech, 1 Sam. 2.25. 
If a man ſinne againſt his brother , the Indge_> 
Jhall judge bim ; but if againft God , who ſhall 
plead for him ? So hadſt thou finned againſt 
any other attribute , Mercy might have wy 
c 
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Well, if thou goeſt on thus to doe ſo ſtill , 
thou haſt a hard heart ; it argues the greateſt 
hardnefle of all other ; that is the ſecond, You 
uſe not ( however it comes to pafſe ) to deale 
thus with the worſt of men, finners like to your 
| ſelves ; but to them that love you, you tender 
love againe, Zake 6, 33. and will you deale fo 
with God? 1:it a ſmall thing to weary men, but 
you muſt weary God alſe ? (ayes Eſay, 7. 13. Hee 
thought it infinitelyleſſe toabuſe men than God; 
but you carry your ſelves as men, to men, but 
as devills towards God ; herein ye have not the 
hearts of men in you ; notprinciples of common 
humanity, whereby ye differ from beaſts; The 
cords of love are calledthe cords of a man,Hoſ.11.6. 
the ſpirit of man breakes, melts under kindnefle; 
beaſts indeed yee uſe toprick with goades, but 
the cords of a man are thecords of love ; nv 
wad, being more deepely engraven in mens 

carts, thanthis, to doe good to theſe who doe good 
to you, Mat. 5.46. Nay , would ye had here- 
in yet the hearts of beaſts ; The Oxe knowes his 


. #wner, the Aſſe his maſters cribb, but my people 


have rebelled againſt mee, A finne fo much 
againft nature,that he callsuponthole creatures, 
Who have no more than meere nature- in them, 
viz. the heavens to ſtand aftoniſht at it. But as na- 
ture eleyated by grace, riſeth higher than it ſelf; 
fo being poyſoned with finne, it is caſt below it 


Eſlay 7.13. 


Hoſ.1r1.6, 
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{clfe, fins againſt it ſelf, and the principles which 
are begotten in and with it ſelfe ; if it were not 
ſo, how were it poſſible thou ſhouldſt hate him, 
who never didthee hurt £ and goe on to wound 
him,who weepeth overthee ? and deſpiſe that in 
him moſt, (which feekes to ſave thee 2 and load 
him with fins ? Amos 2.13. who loades thee dal- 
ly with his mercies, Pſal.68.19. 

There is a third conſideration the text ſug- 
geſts, to ſhew the fearfulneſſe of thy fin in this 
reſpect ; and thatis, that thou goeſt on every mi- 
nute ſinning and in impenitency , by deſpifing his 
goodneſſe, to treaſure up wrath againſt the day 
of wrath ; to fin againſt mercy, of all other cn- 
creaſeth wrath ; thou muſt pay treaſures, for 
treaſures ſpent. As thou laviſhly ſpendeſt riches 
of mercy, ſo God will recover riches of glory 
out of thee : God willnot loſe by thee, bur will 
reckon with thee in wrath for every off er of pa- 
ticnce ſpent; for every ſand of long ſuffering that 
runs out, hee drops ina drop of wrath into his 
Vialls,and it will proveatreaſure,ſucha treaſure 
as ſhall bring inan cternall revenue of glory un- 
to God, of all his glory loſt, and riches ſpent, 
with advantage ; ſuch a treaſure, as will aske an 
eternity of time to be ſpent uponthee, and yet be 
never emptied or made lefſe;andthe longer thou 
goeft on, the greater heap it will ſwell unto. And 
doſt thou know and conſider how faſt this trea- 


ſure fills,and how much thelonger thou goeft on 


to addeto it, ſtillthe more thouaddeſt, till * 
la 


againſt Mercie.” 


laſt yeere more than all the yeeres before ? every 
minutes impenitency adding to this heape and 
ſumme, as new figures added in a ſummevuſe to 
doe ; the firſt is but one, the ſecond makes it ten 
the third an hundred, the fourthathouſand, and 
what a ſumme will this grow to ? | 

Ay butthou wilt ſay, Tuſh, I am in proſperity, 
in health, wealth,and caſc, and to day ſhall be as 
to morrow, and much more abundant, Zſay 56. 
12. Well, but fourthly, conſider out of the text, 
that there will comea day at laſt, the morrow 
whereof will bea day of wrath: Itis treaſuring up 
now , but is not brought forth till the day of 
wrath , till which day thou mayeft goe on and 
proſper, as 7ob giving us the reaſon why wicked 
men proſper here, ſayes, Chap.21. They are ze- 
ſerved to the day of wraths, in the plurall, becauſe 
treaſuresare laid up againſt then z thou art yet 
ſpared, becauſe = ſins arenot yet full, and that 
Treaſure is not full, as the fins of the LAmorites 
were not 3 andall this thy preſent proſperity fits 
thee but for hell. So R@n.9. 22. they are ſaid to 
be veſlclls fitted for deftrs7ion, by long ſuffering. 
And ſo Nahwm tellsus, they are but as fubble- 
laid out in the Sunne a drying, till it be fully dry, 
Nahum 1.10. that it may burne the better; and 
likegrapes thatare letto hang in the Sunſhine till 
they be ripe, Revel. 15. 16. and ſo thou for the 
winepreſſe of Gods wrath, 

But thy ſenſcleſſe heart may hap to ay, I ſee 
no ſuch thing, and theſe _ but threats,l _ 

" 


Aggravations of ſuxumg, &'c. = 


2 Pet,2. 3+ 


2 Thel. 5. 


ſo; therefore it is ſaid in the Text, that it is a 
Treaſure ; which, as Treaſures uſe to be, is hid 
till that day comes,&then revealed, as the words 
have it. For _—_ thou ſeeſt not this day a 
comming, yet God who firs in heaven , ſees thy 


- dayacomming, as David (ayes, _ 37-13.who 


is therefore ſaid to ſee it, becauſe himſelte ſees it 
not; and it is a comming faſter than thou art 
awarcof it, 2 Pet.2.3. Damnation ſlumbereth not, 
though thou dreameſt not of it ; lLngreth not : as 
an hue and cry,itis ſentout, and is on its courſe, 
and will in the end overtake thee, and that when 
thou leaſt thinkeſt of it, 4s « theefe in the night, 
when thou art aſleepe, yet dreameft not of it, 
2 Theſ.5. when thou art leaſt prepared for it, as 
in the old world, when they were cating and 
drinking : as God watcheth when his child 
is at the beſt and ripeſt, and then takes him;ſo he 
will watch thee to take thee for thy negle, at 
thy worſt, and give thee haply no time to pre- 
pare;they goc downe to hell ina moment, Pal. 
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